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Melville United Church
March 15, 2026
The Fourth Sunday of Lent

Presiding: Rev. Linda Butler
Ministry of Music: Colleen Weber

Prelude
Welcome & Announcements
Land Acknowledgement

Lenten Candle Liturgy readers: Karen & John Boivin
Accompanied on the Way
One: This fourth Sunday of Lent is called "Rejoice" or "Refreshment" Sunday. It is a time to think
of the blessings we enjoy on the journey.
Two: (the pink candle is lit) Wherever we are, wherever we travel, God is with us.
Three: Sometimes, our path may be smooth and easy.
Sometimes, our way may be rough and difficult. But we never journey alone!
One: Let us pray.
All: Loving God, we are thankful that you are our companion along the way.
May we look to you for guidance.
May we turn to you for strength.
May we find in you the courage to keep on going. Amen.

Call to Worship (adapted from Gathering)
One: As long night gives way to day,
and winter sleep to fresh beginnings,

All:  we come today to be reminded of God’s love for us.

One: Like the green shoots of renewed life soon to stir beneath the soil,
All:  we welcome an awakening of God’s word in our lives.

One: In this time of reflection and renewal,

All:  we affirm our identity as beloved children of God,

and raise our voices in praise.

Hymn: As the Sun with Longer Journey VU 111
1 As the sun with longer journey
melts the winter's snow and ice,
with its slowly growing radiance
warms the seed beneath the earth,
may the sun of Christ's uprising
gently bring our hearts to life.

2 Through the days of waiting, watching
in the desert of our sin,
searching on the far horizon



for a sign of cloud or wind,
we await the healing waters
of our Saviour's victory.

Praise be given to the Maker

of the seasons' yearly round:
to the Speaker through the Spoken

in their living Breath of love
as the ever turning seasons

roll to their eternal rest.

Opening Prayer

Hymn: This Is the Day VU 412

1

This is the day, this is the day
that our God has made, that our God has made;
we will rejoice, we will rejoice,
and be glad in it, and be glad in it.
This is the day that our God has made,
we will rejoice and be glad in it.
This is the day, this is the day
that our God has made.

Open to us, open to us

your gates, O God, your gates, O God;
we will go in, we will go in,

to your holy place, to your holy place.
Open to us your gates, O God,

we will go in to your holy place.
Open to us, open to us

your gates, O God.

You are our God, you are our God,
we will praise your name, we will praise your name;
we will give thanks, we will give thanks,
for your faithfulness, for your faithfulness.
You are our God, we will praise your name,
we will give thanks for your faithfulness.
You are our God, you are our God,
we will praise your name.

This is the day, this is the day

that our God has made, that our God has made;
we will rejoice, we will rejoice,

and be glad in it, and be glad in it.
This is the day that our God has made,

we will rejoice and be glad in it.



This is the day, this is the day
that our God has made.

Children’s Time

Music Ministry: Open Our Eyes, Lord words and music by Robert Cull. Choral setting by Jack
Schrader. Sung by the Melville Choir

Gospel Reading: John 9:1-41

A Man Born Blind Receives Sight
9 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned,
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his
parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 Wel2 must work
the works of him who sent mel® while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 3As long as
I am in the world, | am the light of the world.” ® When he had said this, he spat on the ground and
made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the
pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who
used to sit and beg?” ®Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like
him.” He kept saying, “l am he.” 9 But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes
opened?” ' He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me,
‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then | went and washed and received my sight.” 2 They said to him,
“Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”

The Pharisees Investigate the Healing
13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. * Now it was a Sabbath day
when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 1> Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he
had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then | washed, and now |
see.” 18 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the
Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were
divided. 7 So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he
opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”

18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the
parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say
was born blind? How then does he now see?” 2°His parents answered, “We know that this is our
son and that he was born blind, 2 but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know
who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this
because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed
Jesusld to be the Messiah!¥ would be put out of the synagogue. 22 Therefore his parents said, “He is
of age; ask him.”

2450 for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory
to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 2> He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner.
One thing | do know, that though | was blind, now | see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to
you? How did he open your eyes?” 2’ He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would
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not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 22 Then
they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 2° We know that God
has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 3°The man
answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, yet he opened my
eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him
and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of
a person born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 3* They answered him,
“You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

Spiritual Blindness
35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said, “Do you believe in the
Son of Man?”1 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir?lll Tell me, so that | may believe in him.” 37 Jesus
said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord,#! |
believe.” And he worshiped him. 3° Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment, so that those
who do not see may see and those who do see may become blind.” 4° Some of the Pharisees who
were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” # Jesus said to them,
“If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,” your sin remains.

Sermon: Seeing Clearly

Hymn: Open My Eyes, That | May See VU 371
1 Open my eyes, that | may see
glimpses of truth thou hast for me;
place in my hands the wonderful key
that shall unclasp and set me free.
Silently now | wait for thee,
ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine!

2 Open my ears, that | may hear
voices of truth thou sendest clear;
and while the wavenotes fall on my ear,
everything false will disappear.
Silently now | wait for thee,
ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine!

3 Open my mouth, and let me bear
gladly the warm truth everywhere;
open my heart and let me prepare
love with thy children thus to share.
Silently now | wait for thee,
ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine!
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Joys / Concerns
e Birthdays
o Cody Rawn celebrates March 16
o Suzanne Flewelling celebrates on March 18t

Prayers of the People:

The Lord’s prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom, the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Mission Story: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vPuXb9fVCZA

Offertory invitation

Offertory Song: Grant Us, God, the Grace VU 540
Grant us, God, the grace of giving,

with a spirit large and free,

that ourselves and all our living

we may offer faithfully.

Offertory Prayer
Hymn: | Have Called You by Your Name MV 161
1. | have called you by your name, you are mine;

| have gifted you and ask you now to shine.
| will not abandon you;

all my promises are true.

You are gifted, called, and chosen;

you are mine.

2. | will help you learn my name as you go;
read it written in my people, help them grow.
Pour the water in my name,
speak the word your soul can claim,
offer Jesus’ body given long ago.

3. | know you will need my touch as you go;
feel it pulsing in creation’s ebb and flow.
Like the woman reaching out,
choosing faith in spite of doubt,
hold the hem of Jesus’ robe,
then let it go.

4, | have given you a name, it is mine;
| have given you my Spirit as a sign.
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With my wonder in your soul,
make my wounded children whole;
go and tell my precious people
they are mine.

Benediction and Commissioning (adapted from Bread for the Journey)
One: Go into the world in faith!

All:  Trusting God to lead you, trusting people to receive you.

One: Go into the world with hope!

All: With God’s presence before you and human dreams to carry you.
One: Go into the world with love!

All:  Sharing God’s love and serving one and all.

One: Goin Faith, Hope and Love!

Postlude: O Love, How Deep by Kristina Langlois based on Deo Gracias
Welcomers: Mary Lloyd, Annie Denny

Counters: Mary Lloyd, Phil Brown

Worship Schedule

March 22" 51 in Lent Rev. Tom Watson
March 29t Palm Sunday Rev. Tom Watson
April 3™ Good Friday Rev. Tom Watson
April 5t Easter Sunday Rev. Linda Butler

Council Meeting Apr 1, May 6, & Jun 3. Please reach out to a Council member if there is a concern
or question to be shared with Council.



