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Melville United 
Sunday January 2, 2022 

Second Sunday after Christmas 
Presiding today – Rev. Ruth Brown 

 
Welcome 
I greet you in the name of Christ Jesus, the one whose dwelling among us we celebrate! 
 
We gather in community today –January 2nd 2022 virtually and in person.  We will continue to 
offer both in-person and on-line services with printed copies being distributed to those without 
internet access who are unable to attend in person. 
 
We gather today, the 2nd Sunday after Jesus’ birth, in the time the church calls the Season of 
Christmas. The Christmas season always starts Christmas Day, December 25th and lasts until 
January 5th.  The name Christmas comes from the old English “Cristes Maesse” or “Christ’s 
Mass” which refers to worship services celebrating Christs’ birth. 
 
The Christmas Season is marked by the church with colours of white and gold. Interestingly 
white is not is not a colour unto itself but is all colours of light combined. It traditionally 
symbolizes goodness, innocence, and God’s faithfulness. Gold reflects divine glory, triumph over 
death, generous prosperity, deep richness, and gracious extravagance. Together, they symbolize 
the wondrous light of dawn redeeming all creation.  
 
The Season of Christmas is indeed one of celebration! 
 
Announcements 

• We continue to collect items for the food bank. A list of the most needed items was sent 
out, and if you need a printed copy, just let someone on the Social Justice team or Rev. 
Lynda know, and we will get it to you. In addition to non-perishable food items, the food 
bank is also looking for personal and feminine hygiene products as well as fresh vegetables, 
apples and oranges. 

• There are a few remaining Church calendars for sale for $5 each. 

• Calling for Your List of Favourite Hymns – We are looking for your favourite hymns from 
Voices United, More Voices or any others. Please complete the list on the handout and 
place it on the offering plate, return it to Lynda the office administrator, Rev Lynda or 
someone on the Worship and Music Committee. 

 
I invite you to join us now for a time of worship and contemplation. 
 
Acknowledgement Peter Chynoweth, Gathering: Pentecost 2, 2021, p.25. Used with 
permission.  
Land is sacred and holy.  
Our relationship to the land is sacred and holy.  
Our relationship with each other on this land is sacred and holy. 
 It calls for respect and appreciation.  
And so we offer our appreciation, our thanksgiving, and our respect  
that we can gather in this place and on this land  
as a result of the welcome that comes through the Haldimand Treaty and the Simcoe Patent - 
Treaty No. 4,  



which allow for peaceful and respectful living on this land.  
Thanks to the  

Petun,  
Haudenosaunee,  
Anishinabewaki,  
Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation,  
Odawa and  
Mississauga people  

who have lived on and walked these lands for thousands of years.  
We acknowledge that we are connected with the people who have lived here for all these years 
because of the treaties.  
Because we are treaty people, we must honour the responsibilities that come with it.  
May we be people who remember this with gratitude and respect. 
 
Lighting the Christmas Candle  
The prophet Isaiah proclaimed a time when those who walked in the shadows would see a 
great light. A light would shine and a child would be born to us. The evangelist Luke painted the 
nativity sky and repeated the heavenly song of the angels, “Glory, peace on earth and 
goodwill!” John proclaimed this great light is Christ, the Word made flesh, living among us. By 
the Christmas light we behold God’s glory—full of grace and truth.  
(Christmas Candle is lit) 
God, our Life and Light, thank you for being born anew into our midst. Thank you for touching 
all heaven and earth with your splendor. In every corner of the world, you shine with your 
hope and peace, your joy and love. In every corner of our hearts, shine this new year. Amen 
 
Sung Response VU7 Hope Is a Star: 
Christ is the Light that lightens the earth, 
guiding and saving us all since his birth. 
When God is a child there’s joy in our song. 
The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 
and none shall be afraid. 
Written by Kent Chown, published in the Gathering: Advent/Christmas/Epiphany 2016-2017,  
     
Call to Worship:  
In the moon of wintertime 
When all the birds have fled…… 
We yet gather to worship  
With joy and gratitude. 
Remembering God with us. 
Redeeming weary worn hearts with gladness and good news. 
 
Carol: Vu #35 Good Christians Friends, Rejoice  
1 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice! 
 Give ye heed to what we say: News! News! 
 Jesus Christ is born today. 
 Ox and ass before him bow, 
 and he is in the manger now. 
 Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 
 
 



2 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice! 
 Now ye hear of endless bliss: Joy! Joy! 
 Jesus Christ was born for this! 
 He hath opened heaven's door, 
 and we are blest forevermore. 
 Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 
 
3 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice! 
 Now ye need not fear the grave: Peace! Peace! 
 Jesus Christ was born to save! 
 Calls you one and calls you all 
 to gain his everlasting hall. 
 Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 
 
 
Opening Prayer: 
God of distant twinkling stars and lowly straw mangers, 
On the threshold of a new year,  
we remember your eternal light shining in darkness,   
bringing joy in sorrow and presence in loneliness. 
Fill us anew with the wonder of the Word made flesh 
That in the peace and beauty of this spacious sanctuary,  
We may be blessed in the gift of each other and our faith in you  
Through Christ.  Amen 
 
 
Carol Vu # 44 It came upon a midnight clear vs.1 & 4 
1 It came upon the midnight clear,  
  that glorious song of old, 
 from angels bending near the earth 
  to touch their harps of gold, 
 'Peace on the earth, good will to all, 
  from heaven's all-gracious King!' 
 The world in solemn stillness lay 
  to hear the angels sing. 
 
4 For, lo! the days are hastening on, 
  by prophets seen of old, 
 when with the ever-circling years 
  shall come the time foretold, 
 when peace shall over all the earth 
  its ancient splendours fling, 
 and the whole world send back the song 
  which now the angels sing. 
 
Scripture  
Jeremiah 31:7-14 
Psalm 147:1-11 
John 1:1-9 



 
Carol VU# 74 What Child Is This  
1 What child is this, who laid to rest, 
 on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
 Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
 while shepherds watch are keeping? 
  This, this is Christ the King, 
  whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
  haste, haste to bring him laud, 
  the Babe, the Son of Mary! 
 
2 Why lies he in such mean estate 
 where ox and ass are feeding? 
 Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
 the silent Word is pleading.  R 
 
3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
 come, one and all, to own him. 
 The King of Kings salvation brings; 
 let loving hearts enthrone him.  R 
 
Message The Word made Flesh…… 
 
Gift of Music 
 
Minute for Mission 
 
Offering Invitation  
Giving is an act of worship, an act of relationship, an act of love. 
And so, as we worship this God,  

who seeks us in relationship,  
who loved us into being,  

we offer our gifts. 
 
Offering  
If you would like to do your part by making a monetary donation to Melville United Church, 
there are several ways to do that. 

1. By leaving your offering envelope on the offering plate at the back of the sanctuary. 
2. Cheque (post-dated cheques are welcome): made payable to Melville United Church-

which can be mailed to the church at P.O. Box 41, Fergus ON N1M 2W7 or put in the 
mail slot beside the parking lot door. 

3. Donate online through the Canada Helps web-site 
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/melville-united-church 

4. Call or email Lynda, to arrange Pre-Authorized Remittance payments (PAR). 
5. E-transfer directly from your bank. E-mail to secretary@melvilleunited.com 

 
Thanks to all of you who continue to contribute so much to make Melville the caring 
community of faith that it is. May you be blessed. 
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Offering Song VU# 55 In the bleak mid winter vs 4 
What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
yet what I can I give him - give my heart. 
 
Offering Dedication Prayer 
God of stone and sand and sea and sky 
God of heavenly hosts and disturbing dreams 
God of Word made flesh 
Grant us the grace of giving, with a spirit large and free,  
That ourselves and our day to day living, we may offer faithfully. 
Amen 
 
Joys and concerns 
Prayers of the people and the Prayer of Jesus 
 
Carol VU#78 Sing Till Sundown 
1 Sing till sundown, hum your joy, 
 dress in starlight, girl and boy. 
 Man and woman climb the hill, 
 warmed beyond December's chill, 
  reeling, clapping, touch the air: 
  is that fragrant music there? 
  Come the glory, gone the gloom: 
  in a wondrous huddled room. 
 Christ the Word we've longed to know 
 calls us dancing through the snow. 
 
2 Gladness deepens into grace, 
 weaves its light on every face. 
 Let us wake the sleeping earth, 
 celebrate the sweetest birth, 
  pierce the night with festive cry, 
  bloom in colours of the sky. 
  Bring the flute, the tambourine, 
  wave the branch of evergreen. 
 Lost we were a grief ago, 
 now we're dancing through the snow. 
 
Blessing: 
May the hope of this sacred season settle in your soul.  
May it be a foundation of courage when times of destress occupy your inner land. 
May the coming year be one of good health for you.  
May energy and vitality be renewed for you. May you care well for your body, mind, and 
spirit. 
May your eyes behold the Word made flesh, dwelling among us 
And may you trust in this good Presence to redeem your life and the life of all creation. 
For we are not alone.  
Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 



Prayer For the Week 
God of light shining in darkness, on the threshold of a New Year, the Christmas story reminds 
me that Jesus’ life is my life. So, with him I believe in faith; you dwell in my presence, every day: 
In the beauty of snowflakes upon my cheeks. In the strength of my aging mother though she be 
frail. In the eyes of a weary and worn store clerk. In the warring and hunger of soldiers and 
children.  
You dwell in my presence, and in the far corners of the earth, in the hidden depths of rock and 
rubble and beyond the Milky Way. In the face of such a staggering truth, give me grace and 
awareness, that the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart might radiate in the 
flesh, something of your hope and peace, your joy and love. Amen 


