
 

 

 

December 19, 2021 

Melville United Church 

300 St. Andrew Street West, Fergus, ON N1M 1N9 

Mailing address: PO Box 41, Fergus, ON N1M2W7 

519-843-1781 

 

Team Ministry 

  Minister of Worship, Pastoral Care & Outreach Rev. Lynda Goy-Flint 

  Faith Formation & Youth Martha Duncan 

  Ministry of Music Team Suzanne Flewelling, Colleen Weber 

  Office Administrator Lynda Rivet 

  Custodian Robert Mitchell 

  Chair of Church Council Allan Hons 

  Chair of Pastoral Care & Prayer Chain Captain Alison Rainford, Rev. Lynda Goy-Flint 

  Office hours 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m. T., Th. & F. 

  E-Mail secretary@melvilleunited.com 

  Web Site www.melvilleunited.com 

 Pastoral Care Numbers 709-682-8756, 519-843-3841 

Celebrating 

176 Years 

mailto:secretary@melvilleunited.com
http://www.melvilleunited.com/


 

Melville United Church 

December 19, 2021 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Christmas Cantata 
______________________________________________________________________ 

Presiding today - Rev. Lynda Goy-Flint 
 
Welcome  
I greet you in the name of the One whose coming we celebrate, the One whose coming we 
anticipate. 
 
We gather in community today – December 19, 2021 virtually and in person.  We will continue to 
offer both in-person and on-line services with printed copies being distributed to those without 
internet access who are unable to attend in person. 
  
As we gather today, we come close to the end of the season of Advent, a time for the preparation of 
our hearts and selves for the arrival of Jesus. The liturgical colour for Advent is blue—the soft colour 
of the sky just before dawn. It is a time of already, and not yet. Jesus has come historically, but we 
also prepare ourselves for his coming again. 
 
 
Announcements  

• 2021-2022 Gifts with Vision catalogues are out. These gifts are perfect for those difficult to buy 
for people. There’s no going out, no standing in line, no wondering if the item you ordered will 
be here in time for Christmas, no wrapping. And you will be helping out those in need near and 
far. Items address healing and reconciliation, leadership, counter racism, wellness and safe 
spaces, education, poverty and hunger, the future, Mission & Service. Gifts range from $5 to 
$140. Gifts include food for the north, help build a well, purchasing Covid vaccines for the Global 
South and East, and much more. You can find the full catalogue at www.giftswithvision.ca. 

• The Social Justice and Outreach Committee will be holding a book study focusing on Indigenous 
experience by reading and reflecting on the book Seven Fallen Feathers by Tanya Talaga. It will 
be possible to borrow or purchase the book, depending on the number of people attending. The 
study will be held by Zoom on Monday nights from 7:00pm to 8:30pm in January and February. 
If you are interested in attending the study, please contact Lynda the office administrator or 
Rev. Lynda at minister@melvilleunited.com or by text at 709-682-8756. We need your response 
by Monday, December 20th. 

• We continue to collect items for the food bank. A list of the most needed items was sent out, 
and if you need a printed copy, just let someone on the Social Justice team or Rev. Lynda know, 
and we will get it to you. In addition to non-perishable food items, the food bank is also looking 
for personal and feminine hygiene products as well as fresh vegetables, apples and oranges. 

• There are a few remaining Church calendars for sale for $5 each. 

• Mitten Tree – The mitten tree is in the sanctuary and we ask you to decorate it with mitts, hats, 
scarves and socks to keep folks in need warm during the winter. 

• Calling for Your List of Favourite Hymns – We are looking for your favourite hymns from Voices 
United, More Voices or any others. Please complete the list on the handout and place it on the 
offering plate, return it to Lynda the office administrator, Rev Lynda or someone on the Worship 



 

and Music Committee. 

• “Memory Angels” will be displayed throughout Our Sanctuary this season. These Angels have 
been handmade by ladies of Melville. You can have an Angel displayed “In Memory” of your 
loved one, for a donation of at least $5 each. The Angel will have your loved one’s name on it, 
and also your name and family, on a label on the skirt.  To donate, please make your cheque 
payable to Melville United Church, indicate that it is “For Memory Angels”, and leave it with 
Lynda, our Office Administrator. Or you can contact Lorna Bevcar 519-787-0570. Income tax 
receipts will be issued for donations of $20 or more. 

• Advent Study As we prepare our hearts for the coming of Jesus, we will hold our final Advent 
study on Monday night, December 20th from 7:00pm to 8:30pm. We will be meeting by Zoom 
and using the study materials in the Advent Unwrapped resource from the United Church of 
Canada. You can find the materials at https://united-church.ca/worship-theme/advent-
unwrapped at the bottom under “Worship Blogs.” For this week we will be reading blogs 
“Finding a New Way into the Story,” “Speaking of Darkness in Advent” and “Christmas at Home: 
the Gift of Ritual.” Please email Rev. Lynda at minister@melvilleunited.com if you are 
interested. 

• Upcoming Services: 
December 24 – Christmas Eve 

 4pm – Family Christmas Service to be held outside in the garden 

 7pm – Traditional Christmas Service to be held in the sanctuary 

December 26 – Boxing Day –  11am – Casual Service 

 
I invite you to join us now for a time of worship and contemplation. 
 
Acknowledgement Peter Chynoweth, Gathering: Pentecost 2, 2021, p.25. Used with permission.  
Land is sacred and holy.  
Our relationship to the land is sacred and holy.  
Our relationship with each other on this land is sacred and holy. 
 It calls for respect and appreciation.  
And so we offer our appreciation, our thanksgiving, and our respect  
that we can gather in this place and on this land  
as a result of the welcome that comes through the Haldimand Treaty and the Simcoe Patent - 
Treaty No. 4,  
which allow for peaceful and respectful living on this land.  
Thanks to the  

Petun,  
Haudenosaunee,  
Anishinabewaki,  
Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation,  
Odawa and  
Mississauga people  

who have lived on and walked these lands for thousands of years.  
We acknowledge that we are connected with the people who have lived here for all these years 
because of the treaties.  
Because we are treaty people, we must honour the responsibilities that come with it.  
May we be people who remember this with gratitude and respect. 

https://united-church.ca/worship-theme/advent-unwrapped
https://united-church.ca/worship-theme/advent-unwrapped


 

Advent Candle Lighting  

Two blue/purple candles and the pink candle are lit. 
Love is not always what we expect. 
It may come through unexpected people and at unexpected times. 
  
God’s love finds us when we are lost and heals us when we are broken. 
May we allow God to love us into wholeness today, 
So that we may share that love tomorrow. 
May love be found in a manger and throughout the world. 
The last blue/purple candle is lit. 
 
Sung Response: Hope Is a Star      VU 7 verse 4 
Love is a flame that burns in our heart, 
Jesus has come and will never depart.  

When God is a child there's joy in our song. 
The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 

  and none shall be afraid. 
 
Call to Worship - Lynda: Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word® 

Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year C, Volume 1. Copyright 2012. 

Not in the mighty places of power, 
but in little Bethlehem, 
in a room out back: 
The Messiah is coming. 
Not born in nobility and wealth, 
but of Mary and Joseph, 
who pondered and planed wood: 
The Messiah is coming. 
Not announced by prophets, priests, and kings, 
but by two women, 
who were the first to know: 
The Messiah is coming. 
Nothing will be impossible for God, 
but when and where we least expect it, 
look among the straw and the stars: 
The Messiah is coming. 
 
Hymn: All Earth Is Waiting VU 5  
1  All earth is waiting to see the Promised One, 
 and open furrows await the seed of God.  
 All the world, bound and struggling, seeks true liberty;  
 it cries out for justice and searches for the truth. 
 
2 Thus says the prophet to those of Israel,  
 'A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel.'  
 One whose name is 'God with us', our Saviour shall be,  
 through whom hope will blossom once more 
  within our hearts. 



 

 
3  Mountains and valleys will have to be made plain,  
 open new highways, new highways for our God,  
 who is now coming closer, so come all and see,  
 and open the doorways as wide as wide can be. 
 
4  In lowly stable the Promised One appeared. 
 Yet, feel that presence throughout the earth today,  
 for Christ lives in all Christians and is with us now;  
 again, on arriving, Christ brings us liberty. 
 
 
Opening Prayer: Elaine Bidgood Sveet, Gathering: Advent/Christmas/Epiphany 2021-2022, p. 33. Used with 

permission. 

In just five days we will celebrate again the joy of God’s gift in Jesus. 
We pause and we recall the final preparations for that birth:  

a pregnant Mary,  
an ordinary stable,  
an anxious father in Joseph,  
the dreams and visits of angels that calmed their fears,  
and affirmations and support from a cousin. 

Calm us in this time of worship,  
that the gift of your love might better penetrate us, 
as we worship with excellence this day. Amen. 
 
Scripture: Luke 1:26-38 
The Birth of Jesus Foretold 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth,  
to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.  
The virgin’s name was Mary.  
And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’  
But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.  
The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God.  
And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.  
He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High,  
and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  
He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever,  
and of his kingdom there will be no end.’  
Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’  
The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you,  
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;  
therefore the child to be born will be holy;  
he will be called Son of God.  
And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son;  
and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.  
For nothing will be impossible with God.’  
Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord;  
let it be with me according to your word.’  
Then the angel departed from her. 



 

 
 
Solo: Born in Me: Mary by Bernie Herms and Nichole Nordeman sung by Sara Schmidt-McQuillan accompanied by 

Colleen Weber 
 

Mary’s Prayer Karen Coogan, Gathering: Drama & More: Advent-Christmas-Epiphany 2021-2022, p. 45. Used with 

permission. 

Creator, Sustainer, Redeemer  
How do I reconcile this God in Flesh, this babe, Jesus –  
needing the tender care of an earthly mother and father  
for diapers, feeding, nurturing, teaching the ways of the world?  
And somehow raising a child into an adult that is able to say, ‘Yes to You, God;’  
is able to say ‘Yes’ in spite of, or is it because of, the pain and strife in the world?  
How is he able to surrender completely to Your will and walk a most difficult journey back to You?  
In Jesus, You demonstrate an incomprehensible Love made manifest!  
And this frightens me!  
Remind me once again of Your magnificent Creation,  
of heaven and earth, this earth where I live and breathe.  
You made this!  
And in this creation, I am dependent on You to feed and nurture me.  
Remind me that it is as simple as that –  
One breath!  
In that breath, Your Spirit!  
One breath!  
That same breath that Jesus took at his birth.  
One breath, then another,  
One step, then another  
One Yes, then another,  
Yes, to walking in the way of Jesus;  
Yes, to being Your child.  
Yes, to You Beloved!  
Yes!  
Thank you!  
Amen.  



 

 
 

Music: Waiting for Bethlehem’s Light: An Anthem for Advent by Dale Peterson & Charles McCartha sung 

by the Melville United Choir 
 

Words of Wisdom  
A prison cell, in which one waits, hopes, does various unessential things, and is completely 
dependent on the fact that the door of freedom has to be opened “from the outside,” is not a bad 
picture of Advent. 
Citation: Dietrich Bonhoeffer, in a letter written from prison to his fiancée, Maria von Wedemeyer 
 
Scripture: Luke 1:46-55  
And Mary said, 
‘My soul magnifies the Lord, 
   and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 
for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. 
   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
   and holy is his name. 
His mercy is for those who fear him 
   from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm; 
   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
   and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things, 
   and sent the rich away empty. 
He has helped his servant Israel, 
   in remembrance of his mercy, 
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
   to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 



 

 

 
Music: Just a Girl by Brandon Heath and Lee Thomas Miller performed by Spirit Sings 

 

Reflection: 
Supporting Role by Lee Spice 
So busy are we, following the Gospel of Luke 
that we risk missing the few lines from Matthew 
also telling of the extraordinary birth. 
But this is Joseph’s story. 
And so into the cacophony 
of angels and shepherds, 
mangers and busy towns, 
into our pageants with 
donkeys and sheep and tinsel 
and stars with wise followers, 
and innkeepers at the door, saying, 
No, no, there is no room here— 
into the nativity sets on the mantel  
barges Matthew’s account 
of a tough decision in tough times. 
Oh. 
How awkward. 
It’s awkward, because we’d rather not have  
the debate about virgin birth 
or not 
and how it came to be that Mary was with child 
before her betrothal was consummated 
or whether that even matters. 
It’s uncomfortable 



 

because it seems that men always get to decide 
and there was a moment when 
all could have been lost. 
A woman shamed and left penniless by divorce… 
or… perhaps stoned to death as an adulteress. 
and Joseph decides that the right thing is shame 
over death. 
That was before the angel. 
Yes, I know—the other story has a host of them, 
but this is a different story pageant. 
Here, there’s only one. 
One angel, explaining that the child 
is holy, 
commanding that Joseph proceed with Plan A 
and marry the girl 
and raise a son. 
Whose son? 
God’s I guess. 
Joseph’s, well—now, anyway. 
Ours, I guess. 
Almost 
an afterthought. 
Almost 
cast away. 
Yeshua, named by an angel 
to be “the One who saves.” 
The presence of God among us. Emmanuel. 
Yes, I know 
this might just be a story. 
But I wonder, 
if Joseph had relied on his own thinking, 
his own logic about the right thing, 
if Joseph had weighed 
only death and shame in the balance, 
if Joseph had not listened 
to the command of an angel, 
Would all of our own stories be filled 
with noisy angel choirs, 
disguising the reality and sweat 
of uncertainty and despair? 
Would all of our stories pretend 
to have paths directly to the manger 
and not through the mire 
of uneasy and strained relationships? 
Would all of our stories 
be easily told with costumed children 
and not whispered softly with confessional tears? 
And would it even matter? 
Joseph, who did the right thing 



 

and listened to an angel, 
has no heavenly chorus. 
Just a few lines 
and the supporting role in the pageant. 
 

Music: Joseph’s Lullaby by Bart Marshall Millard and Elliott Brown Bannister sung by the Men’s Chorus 

 
Words of Wisdom  
He so loved us that, for our sake, 
He was made man in time, 
 although through him all times were made. 
He was made [hu]man, who made [hu]man[ity]. 
He was created of a mother, whom he created. 
He was carried, by hands that he formed. 
He cried in the manger in wordless infancy, he the Word, 
 without whom all human eloquence is mute. 
Citation: St. Augustine, Sermons 
 
 
 
 



 

Scripture: Luke 2:8-14  
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields,  
keeping watch over their flock by night.  
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them,  
and the glory of the Lord shone around them,  
and they were terrified.  
But the angel said to them,  
‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:  
to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
This will be a sign for you:  
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’  
And suddenly there was with the angel  
a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
   and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 
 

 

Music: When Love Was Born by Bernie Herms, Mark Schultz and Stephanie Lewis performed by Spirit Sings 

 
Joys and Concerns  
  
Preparation for Prayer  

Let us practice the art of Praying with our Eyes Wide Open, that in seeing the world and those 
within it we are called to tend we may be opening the eyes of our hearts to all in need around us 
(Lamont Koerner ’81 MDiv God Pause for Thursday, September 16, 2021 from Luther Seminary): 



 

Prayers Susan Ivany, Gathering: Drama & More: Advent-Christmas-Epiphany – 2021-2022 p.39. Used with permission. 

God of Advent waiting, we thank you for this season of the year  
with all its anticipation, music, fun, and gathering to celebrate.  
We thank you for those moments of delight –  

opening a card from an old friend,  
smiles and good wishes,  
special meals shared with friends and family,  
and so much more. 

  
We remember, God, all the people who do not find joy in this time of the year.  
For some, the Christmas season is a long and painful time to be endured, not celebrated.  
Pour your Spirit upon those who grieve, or are ill, or separated from loved ones.  
Bless those who struggle with addiction, depression,  
and those who are anxious about parties and feasts.  
For these, and all who struggle through the season –  
we pray that all will be calm, and all will be bright.  
 
In the coming days, Most Holy God, remind us that the gift of Jesus  
was never meant to sit on a shelf from year to year.  
The gift of Light – the Prince of Peace – is meant to be shared every day,  
so that the abundant life he was born to bring us, will be for all the world.  
 
These and all our prayers we lift to you in the name of the One whose birth we await,  
Jesus Christ…who taught his friends to pray saying… 
 
Lord’s Prayer            Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kin-dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 

For thine is the kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

Music: Light of the Stable by Steve Rhymer and Elizabeth Rhymer sung by the Melville United Choir 



 

Minute for Mission: Community Is Key to Mental Health on Campus 

 

 
Accumulating debt. Rising tuition. Pressure to succeed academically. Uncertainty about the labour 
market after graduation. These are just some of the reasons that, in a 2016 survey of post-
secondary students in Ontario, 65 percent reported feeling exhausting anxiety and 46 percent 
reported feeling too depressed to fully function. And that was before COVID-19 forced students into 
lockdown. 
 
Your generosity through Mission & Service supports students across the country through critical 
campus ministries, including the Rev. Tim Nethercott’s. 
 
Nethercott is the United Church’s campus minister at Mount Royal University, the University of 
Calgary, and the Southern Alberta Institute of Technology. “We know that community is essential to 
mental health. There is a mental health crisis among young adults, partly because they aren’t 
coming from community. Many are lonely. They don’t realize that you need to find yourself with 
others, love and be loved in community in order to have mental health. Campus ministry supports 
mental health by building communities of belonging.” 
 
The model of campus ministry Nethercott leads is unique. With grant support, he has hired and 
trained a team of six young adults to offer ministry as part of a ministry team. The peer-to-peer 
model means the ministry is always fresh and relatable. Together, Nethercott and his staff team 
host events that have drawing power, offer a free meal, and encourage participants to attend 
sharing circles to help build community, which in turn supports mental health. One of these events 
has been a wildly successful drumming program. Each year the drumming program was a focus, 
2,500 people participated. 
 
“Campus ministry serves the population that is least present in our churches. We don’t see a lot of 
people in their 20s, but that’s the age when people set the pattern for their adult life. If the church 
isn’t there saying ‘Consider membership in a spiritual community,’ it might never occur to them,” he 
says, adding that it doesn’t cost much to have a big impact. “It’s just salaries and food. The 
buildings, computers, etc. are paid for by the institution and government. It’s not a great expense 



 

for a huge public witness of caring. Also, the United Church has a brand that means something in 
academia. It often opens doors to support students even more.” 
Exam pressure means December is a particularly stressful time for students. Let’s hold them and the 
campus ministers who support them in prayer. Let us pray together: 
 
Compassionate God, grant students energy, wisdom, and clarity of mind as they write their exams. 
May they know your calm presence during anxious, overwhelming moments. Lead them toward 
balance and wellness so they can be at their best. Rest your grace upon all campus ministers, too. 
May they feel the gratitude of the whole of the church so they know their ministry is valued and 
feel supported in offering it. Energize them as they continue to make a profound difference in the 
lives they serve. In Christ’s way and name we pray, amen. 
 

 
Music: The Little Drummer Boy/Peace on Earth by Ian Fraser, Larry Grossman, Alan Kohan / Harry 

Simeone, Katherine Kennicot Davis, Henry V. Onorati, Lorenzo Definti sung by the Men’s Chorus 

 
 

Offering Invitation  

Giving is an act of worship, an act of relationship, an act of love. 
And so, as we worship this God,  

who seeks us in relationship,  
who loved us into being,  

we offer our gifts. 
 
 



 

Offering  
If you would like to do your part by making a monetary donation to Melville United Church, there 
are several ways to do that. 

1. By leaving your offering envelope on the offering plate at the back of the sanctuary. 
2. Cheque (post-dated cheques are welcome): made payable to Melville United Church-which 

can be mailed to the church at P.O. Box 41, Fergus ON N1M 2W7 or put in the mail slot 
beside the parking lot door. 

3. Donate online through the Canada Helps web-site 
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/melville-united-church 

4. Call or email Lynda, to arrange Pre-Authorized Remittance payments (PAR). 
5. E-transfer directly from your bank. E-mail to secretary@melvilleunited.com 

 
Thanks to all of you who continue to contribute so much to make Melville the caring community of 
faith that it is. May you be blessed. 
 
Offering Hymn: In the Bleak Midwinter   VU 55 v.4 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 
 If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
 if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
 yet what I can I give him - give my heart. 
 
Offering Prayer Bob Root, Gathering: Advent/Christmas/Epiphany 2021-2022, p.35. Used with permission. 

In these days of waiting, O God, as Mary grew Jesus in her womb,  

so grow in us a spirit of generosity. 

Bring to birth within us a passion for justice and peace. 

As we share these gifts, which you have entrusted to us,  

so may your dream for the world come closer to fulfillment. 

We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
Finale: Let This Christmas Be (Christ in Me) by Dahl Cole Baxley sung by the massed Melville singers 

 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/melville-united-church
mailto:secretary@melvilleunited.com


 

Commissioning/Words of Wisdom 

The true Christian religion... does not begin at the top, as all other religions do; it begins at the 
bottom. You must run directly to the manger and the mother’s womb, embrace this Infant and 
Virgin’s Child in your arms, and look at Him—born, being nursed, growing up, going about in human 
society, teaching, dying, rising again, ascending above all the heavens, and having authority over all 
things. 

— Martin Luther, Lectures on Galatians 

 

Blessing Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion: 

Liturgies for Year C, Volume 1. Copyright 2012. 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.      Phil. 4:23 
 
Household Prayer: Morning Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word® 

Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year C, Volume 1. Copyright 2012. 

Thank you, good and gracious God, 
for the morning light, 
for another day in which to 
live out what it means that you have magnified my soul 
and the souls of those around me in this world. 
Teach me the meaning of “Let it be.” 
Show me how to trust; 
in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
Household Prayer: Evening Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word® 

Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year C, Volume 1. Copyright 2012. 

Good and gracious God, 

we give you thanks that 

you have made incarnate in your world 

the breath of life, 

the life of hope. 

Keep us safe throughout the night 

that in the morning we may again rejoice 

and live in peace with all creation; 

in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


