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Melville United Church 
November 28, 2021 

First Sunday of Advent 
______________________________________________________________________ 

Presiding today - Rev. Lynda Goy-Flint 
 
Welcome 
I greet you in the name of the Jesus Christ, the one whose coming we celebrate, the one whose 
coming we anticipate. 
 
We gather in community today – November 28, 2021 virtually and in person.  We will continue to 
offer both in-person and on-line services with printed copies being distributed to those without 
internet access who are unable to attend in person. 
  
As we gather today, we the season of Advent, a time for the preparation of our hearts and selves for 
the arrival of Jesus. It is a time of already, and not yet. Jesus has come historically, but we also 
prepare ourselves for his coming again. 
 
Announcements 

• From Joan Cuming and family: Thank you for all the birthday wishes, treats & flowers from our 
Melville family. ALSO, thanks for all the support, love and prayers during this time. 

• Memory Angels: “Memory Angels” will be displayed throughout Our Sanctuary this season.  
These Angels have been handmade by ladies of Melville. You can have an Angel displayed “In 
Memory” of your loved one, for a donation of at least $5 each.  The Angel will have your loved 
one’s name on it, and also your name and family, on a label on the skirt.  To donate, please 
make your cheque payable to Melville United Church, indicate that it is “For Memory Angels”, 
and leave it with Lynda, our Office Administrator.  Or you can contact Lorna Bevcar 519-787-
0570. Income tax receipts will be issued for donations of $20 or more. 

• 2021-2022 Gifts with Vision catalogues are out. These gifts are perfect for those difficult to buy 
for people. There’s no going out, no standing in line, no wondering if the item you ordered will 
be here in time for Christmas, no wrapping. And you will be helping out those in need near and 
far. Items address healing and reconciliation, leadership, counter racism, wellness and safe 
spaces, education, poverty and hunger, the future, Mission & Service. Gifts range from $5 to 
$140. Gifts include food for the north, help build a well, purchasing Covid vaccines for the Global 
South and East, and much more. You can find the full catalogue at www.giftswithvision.ca. 

• We continue to collect items for the food bank. A list of the most needed items was sent out, 
and if you need a printed copy, just let someone on the Social Justice team or Rev. Lynda know, 
and we will get it to you. In addition to non-perishable food items, the food bank is also looking 
for personal and feminine hygiene products as well as fresh vegetables, apples and oranges. 

• We will be celebrating White Gift Sunday during Advent on December 12th. Although toys have 
often been what we offer as our white gifts, the food bank is doing something different this 
year. Therefore the Social Justice and Outreach Committee asks you to make your white gift 
offering one of money or food or personal and feminine hygiene products. Our children will be 
collecting toiletries and small items with an emphasis on what is needed for teens. 

• Mitten Tree – We will once again be placing a mitten tree in the sanctuary and ask you to 
decorate it with mitts, hats, scarves and socks to keep folks in need warm during the winter. 



 

• High School Students Swap – Centre Wellington District High School is collecting indoor and 
outdoor new and gently used clothing for students to access for free. Please take your donation 
directly to the high school. 

• Calling for Your List of Favourite Hymns – We are looking for your favourite hymns from Voices 
United, More Voices or any others. Please complete the list on the handout and place it on the 
offering plate, return it to Lynda the office administrator, Rev Lynda or someone on the Worship 
and Music Committee. 

• Advent Study – Advent is sometimes just the thing that stands between us and Christmas, or an 
opportunity to get at all those Christmas preparations—getting the Christmas cards sent, baking, 
picking out a tree, wrapping presents… What about preparing our hearts? That is just as 
important an activity for the weeks leading up to December 24th. With that in mind, we will be 
holding an Advent study on Monday nights during Advent: November 29th, December 6th, 13th 
and 20th from 7:00pm to 8:30pm. We will be meeting by Zoom and using the study materials in 
the Advent Unwrapped resource from the United Church of Canada. You can find the materials 
at https://united-church.ca/worship-theme/advent-unwrapped at the bottom under “Worship 
Blogs.” Please let Rev. Lynda or a member of the Faith Formation Committee know if you are 
interested. 

• Melville Bake Sale Plus - Dec. 18, 10 - 4, Christmas Bake Sale Plus. UCW (United Church Women) 
will offer a wide variety of homemade Christmas goodies and our meat pies. We are baking 
cookies, squares, tarts (butter tarts and mince), homemade fudge, candy and Christmas 
pudding. Please donate if you can. Buy yourself some treats and buy for gift giving. We will do 
up boxes with a variety of treats if you contact us. (Available before Dec. 18 only to Melville 
folks. Gift boxes will be available on Dec. 18 to all.) Let your neighbours know about our 
Christmas Bake Sale Plus. We will have a table of Christmas ornaments etc. also. Do you have 
some excess ornaments/decorations etc. to donate? Contact Marg 519-843-3274. 

• Upcoming Services: 
December 5 – Second Sunday of Advent 
December 12 – Third Sunday of Advent – White Gift Sunday 
December 19 – Fourth Sunday of Advent – Christmas Cantata musical service 
December 24 – Christmas Eve 
 4pm – Family Christmas Service 
 7pm – Traditional Christmas Service  

• Caroling during Sip and Shop – There may be an opportunity during the Sip and Shop -- Nov, 25, 
26 and Dec. 2 and 3 -- late night shopping in Fergus to have a group of carolers singing in front 
of the library. This would be a wonderful opportunity to offer music that goes deeper than the 
consumerism of the season -- to the deeper meaning. If you or anyone you know is interested, 
please let Rev. Lynda know. 

 
I invite you to join us now for a time of worship and contemplation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://united-church.ca/worship-theme/advent-unwrapped


 

Acknowledgement Peter Chynoweth, Gathering: Pentecost 2, 2021, p.25. Used with permission.  
Land is sacred and holy.  
Our relationship to the land is sacred and holy.  
Our relationship with each other on this land is sacred and holy. 
 It calls for respect and appreciation.  
And so we offer our appreciation, our thanksgiving, and our respect  
that we can gather in this place and on this land  
as a result of the welcome that comes through the Haldimand Treaty and the Simcoe Patent - 
Treaty No. 4,  
which allow for peaceful and respectful living on this land.  
Thanks to the  

Petun,  
Haudenosaunee,  
Anishinabewaki,  
Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation,  
Odawa and  
Mississauga people  

who have lived on and walked these lands for thousands of years.  
We acknowledge that we are connected with the people who have lived here for all these years 
because of the treaties.  
Because we are treaty people, we must honour the responsibilities that come with it.  
May we be people who remember this with gratitude and respect. 
 
Advent Candle Lighting  
Hope admits that we’re not quite there yet. 
Hope means that something good is within reach. 
Hope calls out to us, so that we come to see the good that awaits. 
God is our hope. 
Let us taste, see, hear, feel, smell, and anticipate this hope. 
May hope be found in a manger and throughout the world. 
The first blue/purple Advent candle is lit. 
 
Sung Response: Hope Is a Star VU 7 verse 1 
 Hope is a star that shines in the night, 
 leading us on till the morning is bright. 
  When God is a child there's joy in our song. 
  The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong, 
  and none shall be afraid. 
 
Call to Worship: David Sparks, Gathering: Advent/Christmas/Epiphany 2021-2022, p.30. Used with permission. 

It is Advent,  
Jesus is coming, be alert. 
In times of joy and abundance, 
we are ready. 
In the midst of difficulty and danger, 
we are ready. 
In times of uncertainty and fear, 
we are ready. 
In times of apathy and despair, 



 

we are ready.  
With anticipation and with hope,  
we look for God’s long-promised one. 
We will not be disappointed. 
We will not be disheartened. 
Jesus is coming and we are ready.  
 
Hymn: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel VU 1 
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel,  
 and ransom captive Israel  
 that mourns in lowly exile here  
 until the Son of God appear.  
  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
  shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
3  O come, O come, great God of might,  
 who to your tribes on Sinai's height  
 in ancient times once gave the law  
 in cloud, and majesty, and awe. 
  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
  shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
5  O come, O Key of David, come,  
 and open wide our heavenly home;  
 make safe the way that leads on high,  
 and close the path to misery. 
  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
  shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
7  O come, Desire of nations, bind  
 all peoples in one heart and mind; 
 O bid our sad divisions cease, 
 and be for us the Prince of Peace. 
  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
  shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
Opening Prayer: Anne Mathewson, Gathering: Advent/Christmas/Epiphany 2021-2022, p.31. Used with permission. 

Alt. 

Holy Mystery, we begin this season of Advent with great anticipation  
of your coming to live among us.  
This has been a year like no other we have experienced.  
So much has been outside of our control.  
And so, we approach this season prayerfully,  
seeking to set aside the distractions.  
Protector God, we know you will guide us through the shadows  
and provide blessed moments that will delight and comfort us.  
We value this time together when we can focus on your word and its relevance for our lives,  
while we journey with hope into this season of miracles. Amen. 



 

Ministry of Music: “Light of the World” by Lauren Daigle, Paul Duncan and Paul Maybury – Spirit 
Sings 
 
Call to Reconciliation Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word® Worship 

Companion: Liturgies for Year C, Volume 1. Copyright 2012. 

Jesus said, Do not let your hearts be weighed down   Luke 21:25–36 
by the sins and worries of this life, 
but watch and pray for the grace of God, 
who will save you in your time of trial. 
With confidence in God’s mercy, 
let us confess our sin. 

 
Prayer Seeking Forgiveness and Reconciliation Elise Feltrin, Gathering: Advent/Christmas/Epiphany 2021-

2022, p.33. Used with permission. 

Holy One, as we prepare ourselves to welcome the Christ child,  
may we let go of all that does not create hospitable space:  

the times that we are prickly and short with others;  
the negativity and gossip that creeps into our conversations;  
the subtle suffering we habitually ignore  
or the “isms” into which we heedlessly stumble. 

Soften our hearts, our tongues, our thoughts, and our actions,  
that we may gently embrace this tender babe  
and enfold and reflect the light of Christ in our daily living. Amen. 
 
Words of Assurance Elise Feltrin, Gathering: Advent/Christmas/Epiphany 2021-2022, p.33. Used with permission. 

Friends, be assured that Emmanuel, God-with-us, does not just arrive in a newborn babe on 
Christmas Eve, but comes and comes and comes again: 

every time we seek forgiveness; 
every time we attempt reconciliation; 
every time we try to change. 

Emmanuel, God-with-us, is transforming us, renewing us, and fiercely loving us. 
Praise be to our gracious God! 
 
Welcoming New Members 

Statement of Purpose 
Scripture: Ephesians 2:19-22  You are no longer strangers 
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens,  
but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God,  
built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,  
with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone.  
In him the whole structure is joined together  
and grows into a holy temple in the Lord;  
in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling-place for God. 
 
The church is a community of people with varied gifts,  
united by the Holy Spirit. 
We gather to celebrate God’s presence,  
to discern God’s truth, 
and to follow the way of Jesus. 



 

By our baptism we are made members of Christ’s church.  
We exercise this membership  
in the denomination to which we belong, 
which for us is The United Church of Canada, 
and within the context of a local community of faith.  
We are now to welcome into this congregation 
those who are already members  
of the church of Jesus Christ.  

 
Presentation 
On behalf of the Melville United Church congregation,  
I present the following persons 
whom we welcome into the membership  
of this community of faith: Yvonne Harrison, Patricia Duncan and Elizabeth Stinson 
 
Commitment of New Member(s) 
Yvonne/Patricia/Elizabeth 
will you join with us  
as together we celebrate God’s presence, 
live with respect in creation, 
love and serve others, 
seek justice and resist evil? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 
Congregational Commitment please stand 
Dear friends in Christ,  
let us pledge to Yvonne, Patricia and Elizabeth our support and care. 
As your siblings in Christ,  
we rejoice in the gifts you bring to us.  
We pledge to you our love and our support.  
With God’s help, we will together live out  
the mission and ministry of Christ’s church. 
 
Corporate Profession of Faith: A New Creed (VU918) 
We are not alone, 
    we live in God's world. 
 We believe in God: 
    who has created and is creating, 
    who has come in Jesus, 
       the Word made flesh, 
       to reconcile and make new, 
    who works in us and others 
       by the Spirit. 
 We trust in God. 
 We are called to be the Church: 
    to celebrate God's presence, 
    to live with respect in Creation, 
    to love and serve others, 
    to seek justice and resist evil, 



 

    to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
       our judge and our hope.  
In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
    God is with us. 
We are not alone. 
     Thanks be to God. 
 
Welcome 
In the name of Jesus Christ,  
we welcome you to the privileges and responsibilities  
of membership in this congregation. 
We give thanks to God for your witness among us.  
 
Prayer 
Gracious God, giver of life,  
you have called us by name,  
and pledge to each of us your faithful love.  
We pray today for your blessing on Yvonne, Patricia and Elizabeth,  
watch over them and guide them 
as they continue to grow in faith.  
Remind us of the promises of our own baptism,  
and renew our trust in you.  
Strengthen us to do your will,  
and to serve you with joy,  
through the power of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 
Blessing and Sending Forth 
The grace of Christ attend you,  
the love of God surround you,  
the Holy Spirit keep you.   
Amen. 
 
All who are united in the covenant of baptism  
are the Body of Christ in the world. Go in peace.   
Amen. 

 
Hymn: God Is Here VU 389 
1 God is here! As we your people 
  meet to offer praise and prayer, 
 may we find in fuller measure 
  what it is in Christ we share. 
 Here, as in the world around us, 
  all our varied skills and arts 
 wait the coming of the Spirit 
  into open minds and hearts. 
 

2 Here are symbols to remind us 
  of our lifelong need of grace; 



 

 here are table, font, and pulpit; 
  here the cross has central place. 
 Here in honesty of preaching, 
  here in silence, as in speech, 
 here, in newness and renewal, 
  God the Spirit comes to each. 
 

3 Here our children find a welcome 
  in the Shepherd's flock and fold; 
 here as bread and wine are taken, 
  Christ sustains us, as of old. 
 Here the servants of the Servant 
  seek in worship to explore 
 what it means in daily living 
  to believe and to adore. 
 

4 God of all, of church and kingdom, 
  in an age of change and doubt 
 keep us faithful to the gospel; 
  help us work your purpose out. 
 Here, in this day's dedication, 
  all we have to give, receive; 
 we, who cannot live without you, 
  we adore you! We believe! 
 
Scripture:  
Prayer Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion: 

Liturgies for Year C, Volume 1. Copyright 2012. 

O God, beginning and end,  
by whose command time runs its course: 
bless our impatience, 
perfect our faith, 
and, while we await  
the fulfillment of your promises, 
grant us hope in your Word.  Amen. 
 

Scripture: Jeremiah 33:14-16 (NRSV) 
A righteous branch from David’s line 

Healing after Punishment 
Thus says the Lord: In this place of which you say,  
‘It is a waste without human beings or animals’,  
in the towns of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem that are desolate,  
without inhabitants, human or animal,  
there shall once more be heard the voice of mirth and the voice of gladness,  
the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride,  
the voices of those who sing, as they bring thank-offerings to the house of the Lord: 

‘Give thanks to the Lord of hosts, 
 for the Lord is good, 
 for his steadfast love endures for ever!’ 

For I will restore the fortunes of the land as at first, says the Lord. 



 
 

Thus says the Lord of hosts: In this place that is waste,  
without human beings or animals,  
and in all its towns there shall again be pasture for shepherds resting their flocks.  
In the towns of the hill country, of the Shephelah, and of the Negeb, 
in the land of Benjamin, the places around Jerusalem,  
and in the towns of Judah, flocks shall again  
pass under the hands of the one who counts them, says the Lord. 
 

The Righteous Branch and the Covenant with David 
The days are surely coming, says the Lord,  
when I will fulfil the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  
In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David;  
and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  
In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety.  
And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’ 
 

Scripture: Luke 21:25-36 (NRSV) 
Signs in the heavens; the parable of the fig tree 

The Coming of the Son of Man 
‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars,  
and on the earth distress among nations  
confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves.  
People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world,  
for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  
Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in a cloud” with power and great glory.  
Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads,  
because your redemption is drawing near.’ 
 

The Lesson of the Fig Tree 
Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree and all the trees;  
as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near.  
So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near.  
Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place.  
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 

Exhortation to Watch 
‘Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down  
with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life,  
and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap.  
For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth.  
Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength  
to escape all these things that will take place,  
and to stand before the Son of Man.’ 
 
May God bless to our understanding these readings from scripture. Amen. 
 
 
 
 



 

Prayer Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion: 

Liturgies for Year C, Volume 1. Copyright 2012. 

Holy One, you have promised us 
that the day of our salvation is near. 
Keep us faithful in love and watchful in prayer, 
so that we may stand with confidence and joy 
at the coming of Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen. 
 
May the words I speak and the reflection that we all share  
find a response that is worthy of you,  
most Just, most Loving, and most Compassionate God. Amen. 
David Sparks, Summerland, B.C. 
 
Reflection: Hope from Calamity 

Apocalypse is a word we sometimes hear, or read, or maybe even speak. It has come to mean 
disaster, catastrophe, total destruction, the end of the world, and that sort of thing. But from the 
Ancient Greek, the word’s origin is “from” and “cover”. In a theological sense it simply means a 
disclosure or revelation of great knowledge, of something very important that was hidden. Now, the 
events that are revealed often involve some form of an end time, or are revelations into divine, 
heavenly or spiritual realms. 
It seems to me that both senses are at play in our Gospel reading for this first Sunday of Advent. 
Jesus doesn’t hold back—he speaks starkly, no candy coating. I know, it’s not the Jesus we like to 
hear, especially as we look forward to the festive season of Christmas. 
But, if we’re honest, it’s likely Jesus at just about his most real. He’s in Jerusalem, and he knows 
what his future holds—a corrupt trial, torture and death. So given what he’s facing? “Signs in the 
sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of 
the sea and the waves; and people fainting from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the 
world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken”. All of this seems quite appropriate to describe 
what is happening—for Jesus, and for us. Jesus finds himself on a precipice. Maybe we feel the 
same way. 
One only has to read the headlines to know that many Canadians, along with people in other places, 
are experiencing very challenging times. Flooding and mudslides, roads washed away, death and 
destruction in British Columbia. And on the east coast, more flooding and roads washed away, 
leaving communities stranded, and transportation of goods ground to a halt. Drought in the Sudan 
leading to a state of emergency. And locally, car accidents, assaults, break-ins and of course, the 
pandemic. 
This pandemic is not going away anytime soon, causing all kinds of apocalypses—things being 
revealed of which we had no idea, or that we had been pretending could remain hidden. Things 
being seen that we wish we could “unsee.” Things being realized—about the church, the world, 
about others, about ourselves—that have laid bare truths we can now never forget. 
What Jesus describes of his time is how we might describe ours, capturing our reality with an 
uncanny echo of our own context. The very cosmos has been shaken. And Jesus’ advent—arrival—
will upend the cosmos once again. We might wonder if we can handle the truth of Christmas this 
year. There’s been too much roaring of the seas, fear and foreboding, and the shaking of our every 
foundation.  
Which is why I think we need a different kind of Advent—an Advent that takes its cues from the 
texts before us that have little to do with waiting, and everything to do with watching. There will be 
signs, people. 



 

It might be tempting to set aside Jesus words as fanciful, “what is he talking about?!?” or vengeful—
“if you’re going to put me through the misery I know is coming, only to end my life, well, you’ll get 
yours,” that karma thing lived out in real time. Really, though, we are called to welcome the deep 
message of these pronouncements of Jesus, as that which we really need to hear. 
We need to hear: 

• That God is here, has been, and always will be 

• That the powers that appear to be in control are not the powers that control who we are 
and how we choose to be in the world 

• That our witness matters to God’s activity in the world—but we need to know that witness 
will come at a price 

Because there is extraordinary risk in insisting on a kind of power: 

• That will never be coercive or manipulative 

• That seeks out the lost and frees the bound 

• That honours the lowly and lifts up the overlooked 

• That believes in salvation for all (Luke 3:6) 
Testimony that proclaims these things cost Jesus his life. You can’t make such pronouncements, 
getting pushed ever closer to the edge of a cliff, and then get away with it. The empire strikes back, 
silencing the prophets in our midst. It will be costly for us, should we accept the call to witness to it, 
if we undertake a way of being that points to the signs of God’s true presence when the powers-
that-be are hellbent on convincing us otherwise. 
On this first Sunday of Advent, we are reminded that there will be signs—signs of God’s presence 
and power when the instances, and promises, of God’s power have been called into question. Signs 
of God’s presence and power when those we love and the church institutions we love, have 
abandoned God’s expression of power for the very power Jesus sought to upend. It’s so easy to 
understand why we frown in confusion and turn away from this strangeness that launches this 
season of Advent and supposedly points us to the hope, peace, joy and love that is the result of the 
birth of a vulnerable infant in a feed box. 
But that birth of Jesus is an apocalypse; it is God’s revelation of God’s very self…that will change 
everything, that will reveal a new divine justice, a new world order. And as we have no doubt 
experienced, worlds that depend on certain powers and privilege are not prone to entertaining 
alternative views of authority. The birth we anticipate will bring with it deaths we have to accept. 
This is hard to hear, I admit. We hear in Jesus’ words our own lives—lives roaring and shaken; lives 
that contain fear and foreboding—and we might wonder about the seeming inevitable apocalypse, 
the destruction of the world. And Jesus doesn’t give us a way out, or the chance to just shrug about 
what he has to say. There’s no way to misread him as saying we’ll be evacuated from this life, no 
sense of going back to normal. What Jesus speaks is truth, even if it is bleak truth. 

• That when God reveals God’s self, the world will never be the same. 

• That when our world, our lives, our churches, seem to be breaking apart, to be ending, that 
is exactly when we can expect God’s revelation 

Will we have the courage to point to the signs, signs that we’d rather not follow, because they 
direct us to places where only absolute trust dares to venture? I think we will. You may wonder 
about that. 
But the remarkable truth is, we have each other. Together we stand up and raise our heads. We 
stand up in our courage and trust and share what our faith tells us we can believe, praying and 
drawing to each other as we do it—yes, our God is here. 
Emily Dickinson:  
“Hope” is the thing with feathers - 
That perches in the soul - 



 

And sings the tune without the words - 
And never stops - at all - 
 
For in life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us, we are not alone. Thanks be to God. 
 
Amen. 
 
Minute for Mission 

 
 
Hope Comes in the Form of a Vaccine 
For many of us these days, hope comes in the form of a vaccine. And Giving Tuesday on November 
30―just around the corner from Hope Sunday―is a good time to share it. The COVID-19 crisis 
won’t end for anyone until it ends for everyone. And in some parts of the world, no end is in sight. 
 
Our Mission & Service partner ACT Alliance reports that out of all the vaccines administered around 
the world, less than 2 percent reached Africa and less than 7 percent reached South America. Many 
countries in the Global South and East won’t even be able to start a vaccine program until 2022. If 
this continues, these countries won’t reach vaccination goals until 2024…if ever. 
 
Your gifts through Mission & Service continue to contribute food and relief items to those in need 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, enabling the distribution of personal protective equipment, and 
supporting programs to prevent and control the spread of the disease. Through the United Church’s 
Gifts with Vision, we are offering an opportunity to give the ultimate gift―the gift of life. For just 
$25, you can save a life by providing a full vaccination to someone in the world who needs one. 
 
Together we can make a difference. If you are planning to make a special charitable gift this Giving 



 

Tuesday, please consider offering the gift of full vaccination. And thank you for faithfully giving 
through Mission & Service. Your ongoing support truly does help save lives. 
 
Offering: 
If you would like to do your part by making a monetary donation to Melville United Church, 
there are several ways to do that. 

1. Leave your offering in the offering plate at the back of the sanctuary 
2. Cheque (post-dated cheques are welcome) made payable to: Melville United 

Church - which can be mailed to the church at P.O. Box 41, Fergus, ON N1M 2W7 or 
put in the mail slot beside the parking lot door. 

3. Donate online through the Canada Helps website 
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/melville-united-church 

4. Call Lynda, to arrange Pre-Authorized Remittance payments (PAR) 
5. E-transfer directly from your bank. E-mail to secretary@melvilleunited.com 

 
Offering Prayer: Spill the Beans Resources Team, spill the beans: worship and learning resources for all ages, Issue 

41, p. 15. Copyright 2021. 

So many signs, 
so easily ignored, 
open our eyes and hearts 
to your work, God of all good gifts, 
that we might commit ourselves 
to joining you 
in the creation of your commonwealth 
where all find their place, 
and all know they are loved. 
We offer to you ourselves, 
who we are 
and what we have, 
that through your Way 
we might bring goodness 
into our communities and world. 
Accept us and our gifts, 
in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
Joys and Concerns 
 

 
Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 

Instructions 

• Have your bread and juice/grapes ready with you 

• After the Prayer of Thanksgiving I will break the bread and pour the juice I have on behalf of 
us all 

• Then I will invite you to eat and drink 
 
 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/melville-united-church
mailto:secretary@melvilleunited.com


 

Invitation 
The celebration of communion  
is always a festival of friends,  
a pulling together of our loves and our hopes,  
our moments of agony and our glimpses of victory.  
It is here, where bread is broken and wine is shared, 
that we can most fully be ourselves 
and see others for who they truly are: 
sons and daughters of the living God.  
Here the common things of life— 
bread and wine,  
memories and dreams— 
become holy, touched by God.  
Here that which is earthly becomes divine,  
and that which is human  
becomes more than it has ever dreamed.  
 
Hymn: All Who Hunger   VU460 
1 All who hunger, gather gladly; 
  holy manna is our bread. 
 Come from wilderness and wandering. 
  Here, in truth, we will be fed. 
 You that yearn for days of fullness, 
  all around us is our food. 
 Taste and see the grace eternal. 
  Taste and see that God is good. 
 

2 All who hunger, never strangers; 
  seeker, be a welcome guest. 
 Come from restlessness and roaming. 
  Here, in joy, we keep the feast. 
 We that once were lost and scattered 
  in communion's love have stood. 
 Taste and see the grace eternal. 
  Taste and see that God is good. 
 

3 All who hunger, sing together; 
  Jesus Christ is living bread. 
 Come from loneliness and longing. 
  Here, in peace, we have been led. 
 Blest are those who from this table 
  live their lives in gratitude. 
 Taste and see the grace eternal. 
  Taste and see that God is good. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Prayer of Thanksgiving adapted from a prayer by Thom M. Shuman, Lectionary Liturgies: Liturgy for November 28, 

2021 (Advent 1 - C) http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/. Used with permission. 

May the coming God be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts, people of God, your redemption draws near.  
We will offer them to the One who leads us down paths of faithfulness.  
Join together in singing thanksgiving to God, our righteousness.  
We praise the One for whom we wait, this day and every day. 
 
The days of creation came, God of goodness,  
…  
with those who long for justice for all people, we offer our songs of thanksgiving:  
 
Holy, holy, holy are You, God our righteousness.  
Because of You, all creation awaits Your advent.  
Hosanna in the highest!  
 
Blessed is the One who comes to us in weakness.  
Hosanna in the highest!  
 
You are holy, God of our salvation, and Your Child is the bearer of justice.  
… 
as we seek to walk the way to Bethlehem, we remember that mystery we call faith: 
  
Christ died, the Branch broken on the unjust tree;  
Christ was raised, declaring ‘the Lord is my resurrection!’  
Christ will return, the advent of God’s glory and grace for all.  
 
On the night before Jesus was taken away to his death, 
… 
God in Community, Holy in One. Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer: 
We gather these and all our prayers,  
and with Jesus,  
we pray:  
 
Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kin-dom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kin-dom, the power, and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
 



 

Preparation 
 
Breaking and Distribution of the Elements 
 
Prayer After Communion 
We give thanks that bread broken brings wholeness;  
that wine poured out replenishes;  
that time spent with the Risen Christ and one another 
is gift and grace. Amen.  
 
Hymn: Hope Shines as the Solitary Star   MV220   
Hope shines as the solitary star. 
Faith is the inner light. 
You and I together mirror the Light of Lights, 
and illumine the pathway home. 
 (repeated) 
Commissioning/Blessing Spill the Beans Resources Team, spill the beans: worship and learning resources for all 

ages, Issue 41, p. 16. Copyright 2021. 

In the sun and moon and stars 
All: we look for God. 
Leader: In the seasons and in the trees 
All: we look for God. 
Leader: In the places where we live and work 
All: we look for God. 
Leader: We look and long and hope. 

 

Blessing Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion: 

Liturgies for Year C, Volume 1. Copyright 2012. 

May the God of mercy keep you, 
the Holy Spirit cheer you, 
and Christ in glory greet you, 
now and at the day of his coming. 
 

Household Prayer: Morning Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word® 

Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year C, Volume 1. Copyright 2012. 

Thank you for this new day to sing your praise 
and watch for signs of your kingdom. 
By your Spirit, let me abound in love for you and your children, 
that in living and loving I may point to your coming reign. 
In the name of Jesus I pray. Amen. 
 
Household Prayer: Evening Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word® 

Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year C, Volume 1. Copyright 2012. 

Thank you for the signs of your coming reign, 
and for the power of your saving love. 
Bless all those whom I met today, 
and strengthen their hope in your power and grace. 
Now as I close my eyes, 
I relinquish all anxieties and fears, 
trusting in your providence and mercy. Amen. 


