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Melville United Church 

October 3, 2021 
World Communion Sunday 

______________________________________________________________________ 
Presiding today - Rev. Lynda Goy-Flint 

 
Welcome 
My name is Lynda Goy-Flint and I join in ministry with you here at Melville United Church in Fergus, 
Ontario.  We gather in community today ς October 3, 2021 virtually and in person.  We will continue 
to offer both in-person and on-line services with printed copies being distributed to those without 
internet access who are unable to attend in person. 
  
As we gather today, we mark ²ƻǊƭŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ ŀ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŦŜŀǎǘΣ 
with Christians world wide. 
 
Announcements 

¶ During this service we will be celebrating communion. For those joining us on-line, you are 
encouraged to have available bread/roll/cracker and a glass of juice/wine/water, so that you can 
share in communion. 

 
I invite you to join us now for a time of worship and contemplation.   
 
Acknowledgement Peter Chynoweth, Gathering: Pentecost 2, 2021, p.25. Used with permission.  
Land is sacred and holy.  

Our relationship to the land is sacred and holy.  

Our relationship with each other on this land is sacred and holy. 

 It calls for respect and appreciation.  

And so we offer our appreciation, our thanksgiving, and our respect  

that we can gather in this place and on this land  

as a result of the welcome that comes through the Haldimand Treaty and Treaty No. 4,  

which allow for peaceful and respectful living on this land.  

Thanks to the  

Petun,  

Haudenosaunee,  

Anishinabewaki,  

Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation,  

Odawa and  

Mississauga people  

who have lived on and walked these lands for thousands of years.  

We acknowledge that we are connected with the people who have lived here for all these years 

because of the treaties.  

Because we are treaty people, we must honour the responsibilities that come with it.  

May we be people who remember this with gratitude and respect. 

 



 

 
 
Sharing the Light:  (If you are watching this on-line or reading it from a page I invite you to take a 
moment to light a candle, centre yourself and prepare to enter in to a time of worship and prayer.  
As you light your candle repeat the following words) 
 
There once was someone who said such wonderful things and did such amazing things  

teaching 

healing 

helping 

loving 

inviting everyone to join in 

that people wondered who he was.  

Cƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ƘƛƳ ǿƘƻ ƘŜ ǿŀǎΦ  

When they ŀǎƪŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǿƘƻ ƘŜ ǿŀǎΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ  

So we light this candle to remember and remind ourselves that the Light of the World,  

and the love, healing and welcome offered are with us here in this time. 

 

 

 

Call to Worship: Thom M. Shuman, Lectionary Liturgies: World Communion Liturgy in a time of pandemic (October 

3, 2021) http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/. Used with permission. 

From where we are sheltering in place, 
from sacred spaces where 
folks are socially distancing themselves, 
ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ 
called to the Table where brokenness 
nourishes us with simple grace. 
From virtual communities from all over the world, 
with families gathered in living spaces, 
ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ 
serving, living, caring wherever we are. 
From neighborhoods made up of those 
of every class, every race, every branch of faith, 
ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ 
and peace which have not disappeared  
in every place, in every person in this uncertain time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/


 

Hymn: For the Beauty of the Earth VU 226 
For the beauty of the earth, 
for the glory of the skies, 
for the love which from our birth 
over and around us lies, 
Refrain: 

God of all, to you we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise. 

For the beauty of each hour 
of the day and of the night, 
hill and vale, and tree and flower, 
sun and moon, and stars of light,   
Refrain: 

God of all, to you we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise. 

For the joy of human love, 
brother, sister, parent, child, 
friends on earth, and friends above, 
for all gentle thoughts and mild,   
Refrain: 

God of all, to you we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise. 

For each perfect gift sublime 
to our race so freely given, 
graces human and divine, 
flowers of earth and buds of heaven,   
Refrain: 

God of all, to you we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise. 

 
Opening Prayer: Tony Tuck, Gathering: Pentecost 2021, p.28. Used with permission. 

Gracious and loving God, the author of all creation,  
when you created the world, the morning stars sang and the hosts of heaven shouted with joy. 
We ask, Gracious God, that you open our hearts and souls  
to the very wonder of your creation  
and that you help us to take care of the riches  
of this good earth faithfully and honour your glorious name.  
Lƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƴŀƳŜ ǿŜ ǇǊŀȅΦ !ƳŜƴΦ 
 
Ministry of Music: Breathe words and music by Marie Barnett ς Spirit Sings 
 
Call to Reconciliation Thom M. Shuman, Lectionary Liturgies: World Communion Liturgy in a time of pandemic 

(October 3, 2021) http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/. Used with permission. 

In these confusing days, it is easy to think that there are no rules we need to follow,  
but we can live, act, do whatever we want.  
But Paul reminds us that, when we gain Christ Jesus as our Lord and Savior,  
we receive exactly what we need - forgiveness, grace, hope.  
Let us confess our foolishness to God, that we might know God's healing love for us! 
 
 

http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/


 

Prayer Seeking Forgiveness and Reconciliation Gord Dunbar, Gathering: Pentecost 2021, p.28. Used with 

permission. 

¢ƘŜ ǎǳƴΩǎ ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ Ǌŀȅǎ ōǊƛƴƎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ 

ȅŜǘ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ƻǳǊ ǎǳƴōƭƻŎƪΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻȊƻƴŜ ƭŀȅŜǊ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘǎ ǳǎΦ 

Out of the oceans, life emerged, and we still carry that water in our veins and in our cells, 

yet the oceans hide centuries of debris, becoming the final garbage heap of civilization. 

Water is life itself, essential, elemental, and expensive, 

for we have considered it expendable in our greed. 

With a word, you, O God, brought creation into healthy being, providing us with everything 

ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƭŀǊƛƴƎ ƛǘ άǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘΣέ 

yet we have ignored the complexities of that creation, exploiting instead of living in sustainable 

harmony. 

Forgive us, O God, and lead us into full relationship with all creation. 

Forgive us, O God, and make us wholly open to an understanding of creation that inspires us to 

care for the earth, as you care for it. 

(a time of silent prayer) 

 
Words of Assurance Gord Dunbar, Gathering: Pentecost 2021, p.28. Used with permission. 

Pouring out of rock and hill and spring 

comes the grace of God like many waters, 

drenching you in mercy, love, and peace. 

Tip back your head, open your spirit, and receive forgiveness. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

άΧLƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŘǎǘέ 

Scripture: Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12 (NRSV) 

(God gave the world to humans, not angels) 

God Has Spoken by His Son 
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets,  
but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son,  
whom he appointed heir of all things,  
through whom he also created the worlds.  
IŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀŎǘ ƛƳǇǊƛƴǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ōŜƛƴƎΣ  
and he sustains all things by his powerful word.  
When he had made purification for sins,  
he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,  
having become as much superior to angels  
as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirsΧΦ 
 
Exaltation through Abasement 
Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels.  
But someone has testified somewhere, 
Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƳƛƴŘŦǳƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΣ 
   or mortals, that you care for them? 



 

You have made them for a little while lower than the angels; 
   you have crowned them with glory and honour, 
   subjecting all things under their ŦŜŜǘΦΩ 

Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control.  
As it is, we do not yet see everything in subjection to them,  
but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than the angels,  
now crowned with glory and honour because of the suffering of death,  
so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 
 
It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist,  
in bringing many children to glory,  
should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings.  
For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father.  
For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, saying, 
ΨL ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎΣ 
   ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ L ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ȅƻǳΦΩ 

 
 
Sharing.  This passage offers a definition of Christ which focuses on what he does rather than 
what kind of being he is. However, they depend on the preacher to translate this list of 
activities into more familiar terms: 
τChrist worked with God to create the world. 
τChrist continually cares for the whole universe. 
τChrist lived among us as Jesus of Nazareth and accepted being crucified. 
τChrist is just like God. When we learn what Jesus Christ is like, we learn what God is like. 
τChrist forgives us. 
τJust as Christ was at the beginning with God, Christ will be at the end of the world with 
God. 
τOn Worldwide Communion Sunday, Christ is the host of the sacramental meal to which 
the whole world is invited. 
 
Match what the writer of Hebrews said about Christ with the symbols for Christ displayed on 
the paraments, in the windows, or other places in the sanctuary.  
 



 

 
 
 

In the upper north window in the sanctuary, there is an image of Jesus holding a child and gathering 
with children with caring. That same caring is displayed in the image of Jesus the Shepherd coming 
back to the flock of sheep with the one lamb who was lost. 

 



 

 
 

The east window depicts Jesus the Teacher and Saviour, walking on water and rescuing Peter who 
has attempted in his faith to walk on the water. The image on the right is of Jesus knocking on the 
door of our life as promised in Revelation 3. He is the faithful one who will continue to seek us out, 
but is also humble enough to knock and wait to enter in to our lives. 


