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Melville United Church 

October 10, 2021 
Thanksgiving Sunday 

______________________________________________________________________ 
Presiding today - Rev. Lynda Goy-Flint 

 
Welcome 
My name is Lynda Goy-Flint and I join in ministry with you here at Melville United Church in Fergus, 
Ontario.  We gather in community today – October 10, 2021 virtually and in person.  We will 
continue to offer both in-person and on-line services with printed copies being distributed to those 
without internet access who are unable to attend in person. 
  
As we gather today, we mark Thanksgiving Sunday and the final Sunday of Creation Time.  
 
Announcements 
 
 
I invite you to join us now for a time of worship and contemplation.   
 
 
Acknowledgement Peter Chynoweth, Gathering: Pentecost 2, 2021, p.25. Used with permission.  
Land is sacred and holy.  

Our relationship to the land is sacred and holy.  

Our relationship with each other on this land is sacred and holy. 

 It calls for respect and appreciation.  

And so we offer our appreciation, our thanksgiving, and our respect  

that we can gather in this place and on this land  

as a result of the welcome that comes through the Haldimand Treaty and the Simcoe Patent - 

Treaty No. 4,  

which allow for peaceful and respectful living on this land.  

Thanks to the  

Petun,  

Haudenosaunee,  

Anishinabewaki,  

Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation,  

Odawa and  

Mississauga people  

who have lived on and walked these lands for thousands of years.  

We acknowledge that we are connected with the people who have lived here for all these years 

because of the treaties.  

Because we are treaty people, we must honour the responsibilities that come with it.  

May we be people who remember this with gratitude and respect. 

 
 
 
 



 

Sharing the Light:  (If you are watching this on-line or reading it from a page I invite you to take a 
moment to light a candle, centre yourself and prepare to enter in to a time of worship and prayer.  
As you light your candle repeat the following words) 
 
There once was someone who said such wonderful things and did such amazing things  

teaching 
healing 
helping 
loving 
inviting everyone to join in 

that people wondered who he was.  
Finally they just couldn’t help it. They had to ask him who he was.  
When they asked him who he was, he said, “I am the light of the world.”  
So we light this candle to remember and remind ourselves that the Light of the World,  
and the love, healing and welcome offered are with us here in this time 

 
Call to Worship: Judy Sears, Gathering: Pentecost 2 2021, p.41. Used with permission. 

For the bounty of the harvest, 
for the colours of the fall, 
thanks be to God. 
For the miracle of bird migration, 
for the ingenuity of hibernation, 
thanks be to God. 
For the glories of the earth all around us, 
we give thanks to God, our Creator. 
In a spirit of humility and thankfulness, 
come let us worship God as one 
through Jesus the Christ. 
 
Hymn: Come, You Thankful People, Come VU 516 
1 Come, you thankful people, come, 
 raise the song of harvest home! 
  All is safely gathered in, 
  safe before the storms begin; 
 God, our maker, does provide 
 for our needs to be supplied: 
  come to God's own temple, come, 
  raise the song of harvest home! 
 
2 All the world is God's own field, 
 harvests for God's praise to yield; 
  wheat and weeds together sown, 
  here for joy or sorrow grown; 
 first the blade, and then the ear, 
 then the full corn shall appear: 
  Harvest-giver, grant that we 
  wholesome grain and pure may be. 
  



 

3 For our God, one day, shall come, 
 and shall take this harvest home; 
  from the field shall in that day 
  all offences purge away; 
 giving angels charge at last 
 in the fire the weeds to cast; 
  but the fruitful ears to store 
  in the garner evermore. 
 
4 Even so, God, quickly come 
 to your final harvest home! 
  Gather all your people in, 
  free from sorrow, free from sin; 
 there for ever purified, 
 in your presence to abide: 
  come, with all your angels, come, 
  raise the glorious harvest home. 
 
 
Opening Prayer: Wendy MacLean, Gathering: Pentecost 2 2021 p.42. Used with permission. 

Holy One, 
we praise you for these simple gifts 
on an autumn day: 
the chipmunks darting in and out of the garden, 
the tiny nuthatches at the feeder, 
the way thanksgiving springs to our lips 
as praise lifts our hearts. 
Before we ask, we are forgiven. 
Before we notice, we are blessed. 
Before we pray, we are already held in your love. 
For the blessing of your unending grace 
we give thanks, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

Ministry of Music: “I Thank You Lord” by Joseph M. Martin – Martha Duncan accompanied by 
Colleen Weber 
 

Call to Reconciliation The United Church Publishing House, Celebrate God’s Presence: A Book of Services for The 

United Church of Canada. Copyright 2000. Used with permission. 

Jesus taught us not to be anxious  
about our lives or about tomorrow.   
Are there anxieties that cause us to feel separated  
from the peace which Christ promises? 
Let us turn to God in prayer. 
 
 

 



 

Prayer Seeking Forgiveness and Reconciliation Gord Dunbar, Gathering: Pentecost 2 2021, p.42. Used with 

permission. 

Generous God, 
whenever we perceive scarcity, may you open us to embrace your reality of plenty. 
Whenever we feel isolated and abandoned, may you open us to risking companionship. 
Whenever we shrink from your touch out of shame-filled fear, may you prepare us for 
transformation. 
Whenever we are filled with worry and alarm, may you create space within us for your embrace, 
opening us to moments of healing and wholeness. 
(a time of silent prayer) 
 
Words of Assurance Gord Dunbar, Gathering: Pentecost 2 2021, p.42. Used with permission. 

The good news of God’s reign is here and now. 
God’s kingdom has come in the Way of Jesus. 
As we share our bread, we are fed. 
As we forgive, we are forgiven. 
As we are tempted, we are delivered from those temptations by Love. 
Thanks be to God for that grace. Amen. 
 

Children’s Ministry 
 
 
Hymn: We Plough the Fields VU520 
1 We plough the fields and scatter 
  the good seed on the land, 
 but it is fed and watered 
  by your almighty hand; 
 you send the snow in winter, 
  the warmth to swell the grain, 
 the breezes and the sunshine, 
  and soft refreshing rain. 

All good gifts around us 
are sent from heaven above; 
we thank you, God, O holy God, 
for all your love. 

 
2 You only are the maker 
  of all things near and far; 
 you paint the wayside flower, 
  you light the evening star; 
 the winds and waves obey you, 
  by you the birds are fed; 
 much more to us, your children, 
  you give us daily bread.   

All good gifts around us 
are sent from heaven above; 
we thank you, God, O holy God, 
for all your love. 



 

 
3 We thank you then, O Maker, 
  for all things bright and good, 
 the seed-time and the harvest, 
  our life, our health, our food; 
 accept the gifts we offer 
  for all your love imparts, 
 and, what from us you long for, 
  our humble, thankful hearts.   

All good gifts around us 
are sent from heaven above; 
we thank you, God, O holy God, 
for all your love. 

 
Scripture:  
Prayer The United Church Publishing House, Celebrate God’s Presence: A Book of Services for The United Church of 

Canada. Copyright 2000. Used with permission. 
Loving God,  
you speak to us in so many ways:  
in the song of a bird,  
in the babbling of a brook,  
in the voices of our friends, 
in the hug from grandchildren, grandparents, Mom and Dad, aunts and uncles,  
in the songs we sing, 
and in the stories of the Bible.   
Speak to us now through the reading of scripture.  
Help us to hear your voice and follow the way of Jesus.  Amen.  
 
Scripture: Matthew 6:25-33  (NRSV) 

Do not worry about what you will eat or drink 

Do Not Worry 
‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life,  
what you will eat or what you will drink,  
or about your body, what you will wear.  
Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?  
Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns,  
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  
Are you not of more value than they?  
And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life?  
And why do you worry about clothing?  
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow;  
they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory  
was not clothed like one of these.  
But if God so clothes the grass of the field,  
which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven,  
will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith?  
Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will we eat?”  
or “What will we drink?”  
or “What will we wear?”  



 

For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things;  
and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.  
But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness,  
and all these things will be given to you as well. 
 
Prayer The United Church Publishing House, Celebrate God’s Presence: A Book of Services for The United Church of 

Canada. Copyright 2000. Used with permission. 
In our struggle to hear your Word broken open, O God,  
bless even our doubts, our wonderings,  
our wanderings, our soul-struggles, 
life’s deep questions, and deeper mysteries. 
Teach us to love our questions 
as well as our answers.  Amen. 
 
Reflection: Thanksgiving in the Midst of Challenging Times 
 Matthew 6:25-33 

 

You can tell when it’s Thanksgiving. Turkeys are advertised for sale. Pumpkins start appearing on 

people’s front porches, along with baskets of gourds, pumpkin pies come to the front of the bakery 

display from the back reaches where they are tucked for the rest of the year, if they are there at all, 

and cornucopias are on display in all sorts of stores, malls, libraries, schools. In Kitchener, where I 

grew up, it was also about the Thanksgiving Parade, where you were sure to see many, many signs 

and symbols of the fall and harvest and plenty. 



 

One thing I didn’t see was people wearing masks, and signs that reminded people to stay 6 feet 

apart or debates in the newspaper about the best approach with pandemic vaccinations. I didn’t 

have to worry about visiting a loved one in their home, or in a retirement residence, or in the 

hospital—of course I could do those things. If I mourned someone’s passing, I went to the funeral 

home, perhaps the funeral and had a chance to say a proper good-bye.  

But fast forward to Thanksgiving 2021 and along with the cornucopias are all those sights and 

wonderings. A Covid Thanksgiving. It seems like a bit, or a lot, of a contradiction in terms. We might 

be asking ourselves how we can celebrate Thanksgiving when we are wondering how we can get 

the family together safely, or if we have family living in other provinces or the States, if it’s wise to 

see them at all. If we’re the type who have celebrated Thanksgiving dinner in a restaurant, will it be 

the same to order ahead and pick it up and eat it out of Styrofoam containers at home?  



 

How do we give thanks in the midst of all that is upsetting, unfamiliar, distressing? It’s like the 

Psalmist asked: How can we sing the Lord’s song in a strange land? Sure, there are various things to 

be thankful for, like vaccinations and some financial support, the opening up, at least to some 

extent, of our society. But these things seem like such small potatoes given the totality of what is 

going on. How do we live in these difficult times and offer thanks? 

When I was researching hymns to include in the liturgy for this week, I came across an interesting 

bit of history. It took place in Germany in the early days of the 1600s. 

 

Martin Rinckart [Rinkart] was one of those provincial clergymen to whom Germany had so much 

reason to be grateful. The son of a poor coppersmith, he made his way at the University 

of Leipzig by hard work and his musical gifts, took orders, and became deacon of the church at 

Eisleben. 

At the age of thirty-one Martin Rinckart was offered the place of Archdeacon at his native town of 

Eilenburg in Saxony. He went there as what became known as the Thirty Years War broke out—a 

war in central Europe and especially what we now know as Germany, that over the course of its 

duration, resulted in military and civilian casualties numbering somewhere between 4.5 and 8 

million. For thirty-one years, until his death shortly after peace was declared, Archdeacon Rinckart 

stood by his flock, and helped them to the utmost under every kind of distress. During his adult life 

he had to endure the quartering of soldiers in his house, and frequent plunderings of his little stock 

of grain and household goods. But these were small things. 

 

As a walled town, Eilenburg was the destination of a great number of refugees throughout much of 

the war. It is not perhaps surprising that, given the destitution and overcrowding, that the town 

suffered greatly from pestilence and famine. The plague of 1637 struck Eilenburg with extraordinary 

severity, and in this one year 8,000 people died in Eilenburg. The whole of the town council except 

three people, a terrible number of school children, and the two clergymen of the neighbouring 

parish, were all carried off; and Rinckart had to do the work of three men, valiantly, at the beds of 

the sick and dying. He buried more than 4,000 persons during the plague, including his first wife in 

May of 1637, but through all his labours he himself remained perfectly well. The pestilence was 



 

followed by a famine so extreme that thirty or forty persons might be seen fighting in the streets for 

a dead cat or crow. Rinckart, with the burgomaster (mayor) and one other citizen, did what could be 

done to organize assistance, and he gave away everything but the barest rations for his own family, 

so that his door was often surrounded by a crowd of poor starving sufferers, who had no other 

options. 

 

After all this suffering came the opposition Swedes, and imposed upon Eilenburg a tribute of 30,000 

dollars. Rinckart ventured to the Swedish camp to entreat the general for mercy, and when it was 

refused, turned to the citizens who followed him, reportedly saying, "Come, my children, we can 

find no hearing, no mercy with men, let us take refuge with God." He fell on his knees, and prayed 

with such earnestness that the Swedish general relented, and lowered his demand considerably. So 

great were Rinckart's own losses and his generosity that he had serious difficulty in finding bread 

and clothes for his children, and was forced to borrow against his future income for several years. 

 

Yet how little his spirit was broken by all these calamities is shown by his best known hymn "Nun 

danket alle Gott" and others that he wrote; some indeed speaking of his country's sorrows, but all 

breathing the same spirit of unbounded trust and readiness to give thanks. He composed this 

simple but heartfelt expression of trust and praise, when the hope of a general peace was dawning 

on the country. This hymn was among those selected for translation into English, and became 

known as "Now thank we all our God". 

 

When I was younger, I used to think that Thanksgiving was all about giving thanks for the gathering 

of family together to celebrate, for the groaning table laden with all the results of days of cooking 

and baking, and perhaps even for the plentiful harvest that was evident at the farmers market and 

garden market stalls dotted throughout the countryside. 



 

Clearly for Martin Rinckart thanksgiving had an entirely different meaning, one that might help us in 

the midst of this pandemic and the challenges it, among other things, has placed in our lives. 

In our Gospel reading today, Jesus speaks of the anxiety that we may feel as we wonder about what 

we will eat or drink or wear. These may not be the sorts of worries that distress us, but they are 

indicative of the type of temporal concerns that might trouble us.  

 

 

 

“Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gathering into barns, and yet 

your heavenly Father feeds them… 

Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even 

Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these… 

indeed our God in heaven knows that you need all these things. But seek first for the kin-

dom of God and God’s justice, and all these things will be given to you as well. 

 

 

 

 



 

Jesus promises that if we look to God and live in God’s way, we will be cared for. And while it might 

seem that he is saying God provides us with necessities of life, I think it is so much more than simply 

that. God has given us life, breathing the Spirit into us. God has given us regard and caring. God has 

given us purpose. God has given us relationship, with God, and by God’s modelling of the 

interconnectedness of all things, with one another.  

 

 

Our role is to offer thanks, not because God needs it, but because we do. Thanksgiving is an 

opportunity for us to draw near again to God, and to do so through God’s ultimate gift: the life, 

death and resurrection of Jesus. Every time we offer thanks, we are communing with God. Every 

time we think of God and God’s good gifts to us, we are seeking God’s kin-dom. Every time we 

acknowledge God as the giver of life, we have an opportunity to reflect on God’s way, God’s justice, 

God’s righteousness, and then set about living it out. Because, the closer we draw to God, the closer 

we draw to one another, and the closer we draw to one another, the more we will seek each other’s 

best interests. 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Hymn: Now Thank We All Our God  VU236 
Now thank we all our God, with heart, 
and hands, and voices, 
who wondrous things has done, 
in whom this world rejoices; 
who from our mother's arms has blessed us on our way 
with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 
 

O may this bounteous God 
through all our life be near us, 
with ever joyful hearts 
and blessed peace to cheer us, 
and keep us strong in grace, and guide us when perplexed, 
and free us from all ill in this world and the next. 
 

All praise and thanks to God 
for all that has been given, 
the Son, and Spirit blest 
who dwell in highest heaven, 
the one eternal God, whom heaven and earth adore; 
for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. 
 
Joys and Concerns 

• For the first time since March 10, 2020, UCW meat pies will be for sale after the service at the 
top of the outside door of the Fellowship Hall. They will be $4.50 each, and the UCW ask if 
possible that you have the correct change. 

 
Preparation for Prayer 

Let us practice the art of Praying with our Eyes Wide Open, that in seeing the world and those 

within it we are called to tend we may be opening the eyes of our hearts to all in need around us 

(Lamont Koerner ’81 MDiv God Pause for Thursday, September 16, 2021 from Luther Seminary): 

 
Prayers adapted from prayers in the United Church Publishing House, Celebrate God’s Presence: A Book of Services for 

The United Church of Canada. Copyright 2000. Used with permission and Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on 
the Word® Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year B, Volume 2. Copyright 2015.  

O God,  
presider over the affairs of persons and nations, 
move us to thanksgiving, 
not because of what we have, but because of whose we are; 
not because of present blessing,  
but because of your continuing providence; 
not because of the moment,  
but because of the eternity of salvation. 
Let our thanksgiving be expressed 
not only in feasting, but in sharing; 
not only in passive enjoyment, but in active service; 
not only in annual observance, but in daily attitude. 
And because your concern for wholesome living  
embraces every person upon the earth, 



 

we pray for ourselves and for others . . . .   
 
For those who are sick and carrying heavy burdens . . .  
For those who are bent low by anguish and grief . . .  
For the one who feels a stranger in our community . . . 
For the one filled with worry over a job, a relationship,  
or a decision to be made. . . . 
Meet each one in their need, we pray, with healing, comfort,  
 communion, and hope. 
In love, we pray with those whose hearts are filled with joy. 
For those who enjoy the glad company of family and friends . . . 
For those celebrating an accomplishment or a new beginning . . . 
For the one who marks a birthday or an anniversary . . . 
For the one who has found healing and hope . . . 
Meet us in our happiness and hallow it by your presence. 
O Lord, make us faithful servants of your love. 
You, O God, clothe the lilies of the fields,  
and feed the birds of the sky,  
lead the lambs to pasture and the deer to water, 
and multiplied loaves and fishes and changed water into wine. 
We pray that you would lead us, feed us, and change us  
to reflect your glory. 
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ who, 
among lilies of the field and birds of the air,  Matt. 6:26, 28 
told us not to be anxious. Amen.     
 

Lord’s Prayer            Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kin-dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
Moment for Mission 
Giving in Thanks by Heather Hall 
On this Thanksgiving Sunday we as Canadians have so much to be thankful for, as Canada sits at the 
very top of fully vaccinated people in the whole world at 71.5%. Canada, like many Western 
countries, has purchased more than enough vaccines and has vaccinated the majority of its citizens. 
This is not the reality for many countries in the global majority, where only 2.0 percent of the 
population (as of September 21, 2021) has been vaccinated against the disease and likely won’t be 
vaccinated until 2023/2024. Global solidarity and action are needed to address the vaccine access 
gap between rich countries and lower-income countries. 
 
 
 
 



 

I found a simple way of paying our good fortune forward.  
 

Go to the United Church of Canada webpage. 

Go to Social Action and a drop down menu will appear. 

Go to Call for Access for All 

Scroll down to Take Action  

Go to #3 Love My Neighbour  

Through Gifts with Vision you can Pay it Forward    

$25 will pay for 2 doses or 1 fully vaccinated person. 

Click Add to Cart  

Check Out  

(Give personal and payment Information)  
 
I was drawn to this gift because of the name – Love thy Neighbour – 
 
Matthew 22:36-40 (King James Version) 
36 Master, which is the great commandment in the law? 
37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind. 
38 This is the first and great commandment. 
39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 
 
It made me happy to be able to gift the cost of a vaccine.  On Thanksgiving Sunday, we all have so 
much to be thankful for and I’m sure many of you have found your own ways of showing your 
gratitude. If you explore the United Church page you will see other options to donate to the Covid 
vaccine program and some of these may fit your needs better that the one I found.  I just wanted to 
share the Love thy Neighbour program because it just made me feel so full of gratitude and love. 
Just perfect for Thanksgiving!!! 
 
 
Offering  
If you would like to do your part by making a monetary donation to Melville United Church, there 
are several ways to do that. 

1. Cheque (post-dated cheques are welcome): made payable to Melville United Church-which 
can be mailed to the church at P.O. Box 41, Fergus ON N1M 2W7 or put in the mail slot 
beside the parking lot door. 

2. Donate online through the Canada Helps web-site 
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/melville-united-church 

3. Call or email Lynda, to arrange Pre-Authorized Remittance payments (PAR). 
4. E-transfer directly from your bank. E-mail to secretary@melvilleunited.com 

 
Thanks to all of you who continue to contribute so much to make Melville the caring community of 
faith that it is. May you be blessed 
 
 
 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/melville-united-church
mailto:secretary@melvilleunited.com


 

Offering Prayer Richard Bott, Gathering: Pentecost 2 2021, p.42. Used with permission. 

For what we receive, 
make us truly thankful, O God. 
For what we give, in our offering and in all the ways of our lives, 
make us thankful, too. 
Grateful for all that we are 
and for all that we might become, 
we commit to living thankful, thanks-filled lives, 
God of all! Amen. 
 
 
Hymn: Sing to the Lord of Harvest   VU 519   
1 Sing to the Lord of harvest, 
 sing songs of love and praise, 
 with joyful hearts and voices 
 your hallelujahs raise; 
  by whom the rolling seasons 
  in fruitful order move; 
 sing to the Lord of harvest 
 a joyful song of love. 
 
2 God makes the clouds drop fatness, 
 the deserts bloom and spring, 
 the hills leap up in gladness, 
 the valleys laugh and sing. 
  God fills them all with fullness, 
  all things with large increase, 
 and crowns the year with goodness, 
 with plenty and with peace. 
 
3 Bring to this sacred altar 
 all things God's goodness gave, 
 the golden sheaves of harvest, 
 the souls Christ died to save: 
  your hearts lay down before him 
  when at his feet you fall, 
 and with your lives adore him 
 who gave his life for all. 
 
 
Commissioning and Blessing Robin Wardlaw Gathering: Pentecost 2 2021, p.42. Used with permission.. 

With heart and hands and voices, 

we thank God for wondrous things. 

We go from here so filled with the love of God 

that all the world feels the welcome of it. 

For the blessing and the love and the peace of God 

goes with us, now and evermore. Amen. 



 

Change the Light 

Watch. I am going to change the light and I invite you to change your light.  

I’m not going to put it out, just change it.  

See how it is only in one place?  

*Change Light*  

Can you see it?  

Now everywhere you go today, the light will go with you.  
 

 
A Prayer for Homes and Families 
In you, O God, 
every family on earth receives its name. 
Illumine the homes of this earth 
 with the light of your love, 
granting courage to those who are hurt or lonely, 
endurance to those who care 
 for sick family members, 
and wisdom to those in fearful times of change. 
We thank you for gifts of love we have received 
from mother, father, spouse, child, or companion. 
As we have been loved by you and by others, 
 so may we love. 
Grant us your peace, through Jesus the Christ. Amen. 

 
 


