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Melville United Church 

May 30, 2021 
 Trinity Sunday 

______________________________________________________________________ 
Presiding today - Rev. Marion Loree 

 
Sharing the Light: (If you are watching this on-line or reading it from a page I invite you to take 
a moment to light a candle, centre yourself and prepare to enter into a time of worship and 
prayer.  As you light your candle repeat the following words) 
 

We light a candle today to remind us  
 that there is a mysterious power or presence that connects us all -  
  we call it God. 

  that this mysterious presence dwells within each of us -  
  as it did in the person of Jesus whom we call the Christ. 
 that we cannot be separated from this Presence that is  
  the Spirit of Love which created us and that is part of us always.  
 
Welcome 
 My name is Marion Loree and I am the minister here at Melville United Church in Fergus, 
Ontario.  We gather in community today - May 30, 2021.  Today is Trinity Sunday on the church 
calendar.  The Trinity - the community of God, Christ and Holy Spirit.  The idea of God as 3-in-1 
and 1-in-3 can be confusing and it has been debated hotly over the centuries.  I won’t be talking 
specifically about it today except to say that I see the Trinity as a holistic way of thinking, being 
and living.   
 
I believe there is much more to us than what we can know only through our physical senses.  We 
are much more than this physical body - we consist of body, mind and spirit and these can be 
associated with each part of the Trinity.  We see evidence of the divine presence in the physical 
world all around us, including our own bodies.  We can think about God and process ideas about 
the Holy Presence with our minds.  And we can experience the Great Mystery through intuition, 
emotion and feeling.  To be whole is to integrate all of these parts of ourselves.  And that, I 
believe, is how we become all that we were born to be.  So that’s a very brief take on the Trinity. 
 
The reason I am not speaking more in-depth about the Trinity is because today’s service is 
sponsored by the Melville Social Justice Team. Our focus today is on what resources are 
available for the youth in our community.  
 
We are meeting virtually because Covid-19 restrictions are still preventing us gathering in 
person.  Until restrictions are lifted and we can ensure the safety of all who might attend we will 
continue on-line.  
 
So, I invite you to sit back and relax and let your heart and mind be open to whatever message 
Spirit may have for you today as we learn about some wonderful initiatives happening in our 
community to support our young people. 
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Announcements:  
 
 
Acknowledgment: 

We acknowledge with respect the history, spirituality and culture of the Indigenous 
peoples with whom Treaty 4 - also known as the Haldimand Tract - was signed and the 
territory wherein our church resides, and we acknowledge our responsibilities as treaty 
members. 

 
 
Call to Worship: 
From the distant galaxies to the invisible atom, 
 from the highest of mountains to the depths of the sea, 
The Presence of the Creator is known, 

as an innocent baby,   
a curious teenager, 
a courageous prophet, 
a wise teacher, 
a faithful friend. 

Spirit lives in us all. 
In unity, diversity, divinity and mystery, 
 we come to worship together. 
 
 
Hymn: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty  VU 315 
1 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty! 
 Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee; 
 holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 
 God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 
2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 
 casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
 cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
 which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 
 
4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty! 
 All thy works shall praise thy name in earth 
  and sky and sea; 
 holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 
 God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 
 
Words of Wisdom:  

We live in a world with many other creatures.  Can we imagine what some of them 
might be praying?  Over the next few weeks I will share a few with you. 
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 A Troubled Toad’s Reflection  (William Cleary - Centering Prayers - pg 34) 
 I wail! - Good God, you’ve made me but a toad, 
 Wrong size, wrong skin, wrong colour, wrong abode! 

I rarely jump no matter how you goad. 
I’m slow and weak and fat and pigeon-toed. 
 
But wait, here comes my lovely toady bride! 
She loves me!  How I blush and try to hide! 
She cherishes my smile, demure and wide, 
And loves my throaty croak at eventide! 
 
Look down upon your miracle of life, 
Dear God, a toad unsung by drum and fife, 
But grateful for my place, and free of strife -  
(Especially in the hot tub with my wife). 

 
Opening Prayer: (written by Tom Walkling, Gathering, Pentecost 1, 2021, pg 32, Used with 
permission) 

Dearest Parent of all creation, 
we come to you full of worries and opinions. 
We are buffeted by world events 
and by events in our own lives 
and those of family and friends. 
And so we open our hearts and minds today. 

 
Forgive us when we work for our own good  
and do not always think of others. 
Forgive us when we love our world more than you  
and do not love ourselves or our neighbours. 
Forgive us when we forget to seek Spirit’s guidance and direction. 

God be our strength, 
Jesus, be our model, 
Holy Spirit, breathe fresh energy into us  
as we worship together. Amen. 

 
Words of Assurance: 

We are blessed with God’s ever-ready grace,  
We are filled with God’s all-inclusive love, 
We are healed with God’s never-ending power. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
 
Ministry of Music: Jesus Loves Me/My Faith Looks Up to Thee  
                    -medley arranged by Wayne Oquinn   
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Scripture: Romans 8:12-16 (The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian Translation) 

 (adopted by the Spirit as children of God) 

Therefore, we are under an obligation, my sisters and brothers - but not to the flesh or 
to live according to the flesh. if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if you 
live by the Spirit, you will put to death the evil deeds of the body and you will live. 

 
Those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God.  For the Spirit that God 
has given you does not enslave you and trap you in fear; instead, through the Spirit God 
has adopted you as children, and by that Spirit we cry out, “Abba!”  God’s Spirit joins 
with our spirit to declare that we are God’s children. 

 
Scripture: Isaiah 6:1-8 (The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian Translation) 

 (The call of Isaiah) 

In the year of the death of Uzziah, ruler of Judah, I saw YHWH seated on a high and lofty 
judgment seat, in a robe whose train filled the Temple.  Seraphs were stationed above; 
each of them had six wings: with two they covered their faces, with two they covered 
their feet, and with two they flew. 
 
They would cry out to one another, “Holy! Holy! Holy is YHWH Omnipotent!  All the 
earth is filled with God’s glory!”  The doorposts and thresholds quaked at the sound of 
their shouting, and the Temple kept filling with smoke. 
 
Then I said, “Woe is me, I am doomed!  I have unclean lips, and I live among a people of 
unclean lips!  And my eyes have seen the Ruler, YHWH Omnipotent!” 

 
Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding an ember which it had taken with tongs 
from the altar.  The seraph touched my mouth with the ember.  “See,” it said, “now that 
this has touched your lips, your corruption is removed, and your sin is pardoned.” 
 
Then I heard the voice of the Holy One saying, “Whom shall I send?  Who will go for us?” 
 
“Here I am,” I said, “send me!” 

 
Message:   

As noted last month, the Social Justice Team’s focus is on raising awareness of the 
services provided by the social organizations in our community. 
 
Our goal is to inform the congregation of available supports and services so those in 
need can find assistance. Also, we want folks to know about the fundraising efforts and 
volunteer requirements of these organizations.  
 
For May, we have focused on CW Resources for our Youth.  
 
Our youth are facing multiple challenges while coping with the restrictions presented by 
Covid-19.  Some amazing efforts are underway to provide our youth with engaging 
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support and development opportunities, along with some fun, within our county.   
 

Big Brothers Big Sisters Waterloo-Wellington opened the BHive in March 2020. It is a 
youth designed, youth focused space located within the Skyline Community Hub located 
at 900 Tower St. S, Fergus (Giant Tiger plaza).  Current restrictions have reduced onsite 
activity but they have been providing programs and services that will build social-
emotional competence, mental health and well being, educational engagement, and 
employment readiness.  Links to their website will be posted on the Melville website as 
soon as we can make that happen.  
  
One of the most anticipated new resources is the Integrated Youth Services Network 
(IYSN) opening in June.  It will also be located within the Skyline Community Hub. This is 
one of seven locations within our Region, and they will all be connected.   
 
Currently, support structures have three key deficiencies:    
1. Finding:  It is challenging to navigate the system and/or find the services that fit the 
need.  
2. Waiting: There are not enough resources so wait times are exponentially longer.  
3. Accessibility: Those who live in rural areas can’t get to the services they need. 

 
The IYSN goal is a one-stop site to access all of the supports youth may need. They will 
only need to tell their story once.   
  
Some youth-specific information has been added to the list of key supports, contact 
information and links provided last month.  This information will also be posted to 
Melville’s website in the coming weeks.  
 
Our thanks to Cyndy Moffatt Forsyth, Director, Integrated Youth Services Network, for 
providing a video progress update on the Fergus location, along with some printed 
materials.   

 
Video: 

The Social Justice Team has now shared information about the Skyline community Hub 
which is located in the Giant Tiger Plaza, Mental Health resources within our 
community, and Centre Wellington’s resources for Youth.  Our lists are not complete 
but they are a great start and we hope you find value in the information.  Watch for 
more updates in the Fall!  
 
If you have any questions, please reach out to any of the Social Justice Team members.  
They are Marion Loree, Jane O’Leary, Martha Duncan, Shawna Dunsmore, Heather Halls, 
Ruth Sproule, Marg Frayne. 

 
Our thoughts and prayers go out to the family of Dorothy Collin who was a valued 
member of the social Justice Team.  She will be greatly missed. 
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Preparation for Prayer:  
As we prepare our hearts and minds to enter into a time of prayer I invite you to sit comfortably 
and quietly for a moment.  Breathe deeply a few times paying particular attention to your 
breath as it moves in through your nostrils and fills your lungs.  Picture your breath as a light 
entering your body and filling it with love and relaxation.  Then when you exhale imagine the 
breath taking all your tensions and worries with it as it leaves your body.  Do this a few times 
until you feel relaxed then move on into the prayer time.   
 
Silent Preparation: 
 
Prayers: 

Holy Presence, all of creation sings with your presence.  We are yours and so is 
everything that is.  We are not separate from each other or from the creation.  We are 
all one in you.   
 
We forget that what we do to Mother Earth, what we do to other creatures, what we do 
to each other we do to ourselves.  We cannot escape the consequences of our selfish 
actions.  Open our eyes.  Open our hearts.  Awaken us to the nature of our true selves - 
children of your beloved Spirit.  Awaken us to what we are doing to our environment 
and ourselves. 
 
Today we pray for all those places around the world where there are wildfires, famines, 
deforestation, drought, hurricanes, earthquakes, intense heat, and rampant disease.  
May your Spirit of Love that lives within each human heart surface and bring healing, 
compassion, solace and solutions. 

 
Today we pray for those who are struggling in our society; those who are without 
shelter; those struggling with illness; those who are facing death.  May your Spirit of 
Compassion spur us to bring comfort, to work for justice and provide for the needs of 
those around us. 
 
Today we pray for religious organizations of every colour, nation, tribe, and race that 
profess to follow you by whatever name that is familiar to them.  May they know that 
rules are human made but love, true inclusive and unconditional love is divine. 

 
Today we pray for our brothers and sisters of Cedar Hill Pastoral Charge, Cambridge and for all 
those who have answered your call to work on our behalf in other parts of our country and the 
world.  And we pray for ourselves as we pause for a moment in silence to share the things 
which weigh us down and also the things which buoy us up with joy.  Hear the prayers of our 
hearts... (silence).... Today we pray for _________ 
 
Empowering God, send a fresh flame of Spirit upon us that we may embody your love, share 
your love, and be a beacon and example of love and light to everyone we meet. 
 
We offer these and all of our prayers in the name of our brother, Jesus the Christ, who stands 
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among us as we pray together saying... Our Father... 
 
Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kindom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kindom, the power, and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 
Offering: 
If you would like to do your part by making a monetary donation to Melville United church 
there are a number of ways to do that. 

1. Cheque (post-dated cheques are welcome): made payable to: Melville United      
Church - which can be mailed to the church at P.O. Box 41, Fergus, ON N1M 2W7 or 
put in the mail slot beside the parking lot door. 

2. Donate online through the Canada Helps website 
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/melville-united-church/ 

3. Call Lynda, to arrange Pre-Authorized Remittance payments (PAR). 
4. E-transfer directly from your bank.  E-mail to secretary@melvilleunited.com 

 
 
Offering Prayer: 

We bring or send our offerings, God, praying that they be used for purposes that 
promote love and acceptance in this troubled world.  Bless our gifts and bless us that we 
may be a blessing to others.  Amen.  

 
 
Hymn: I, the Lord of Sea and Sky  VU 509 
1 I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
 I have heard my people cry. 
 All who dwell in deepest sin my hand will save. 
 I who made the stars of night, 
 I will make their darkness bright. 
 Who will bear my light to them? 
 Whom shall I send? 
  Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
  I have heard you calling in the night. 
  I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/melville-united-church/
mailto:secretary@melvilleunited.com
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  I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
2 I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
 I have borne my people's pain, 
 I have wept for love of them; they turn away. 
 I will break their hearts of stone, 
 give them hearts for love alone. 
 I will speak my word to them. 
 Whom shall I send?   
  Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
  I have heard you calling in the night. 
  I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
  I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
3 I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
 I will tend the poor and lame, 
 I will set a feast for them; my hand will save. 
 Finest bread I will provide 
 till their hearts be satisfied. 
 I will give my life to them. 
 Whom shall I send?  
  Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
  I have heard you calling in the night. 
  I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
  I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
Blessing/Sending Forth:  

Go from this place renewed in faith. 
Go with an awareness of how connected we truly are. 
Go, knowing you never go alone for 
God, the source of love, 
Jesus the Christ, our example of love, 
and the Holy Spirit, the bearer of love, 
is with you - always.  Amen. 

 
Postlude: 
 
Prayer of the Week: 
Triune God, we know you in your unity, we see you in your diversity, and we experience you in 
your mystery.  We are drawn into the intimacy of your love and by your Spirit granted a “spirit 
of adoption”.  We are yours now and always.  May we remember that every day.  Amen. 
 


