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Melville United Church 
Sunday, November 22, 2020 

Reign of Christ Sunday 
___________________________________________________ 

* Congregation please stand as you are able.  
Bold print invites congregational response. 

Presiding today: Ruth Cooke 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
Sharing the Light  
Prelude/Centering Time 
 
Call To Worship (Adapted from 1 Samuel 23:3-4): 
 

Come, let us gather in the name of the Son of God, the son of David. 
He rules over people justly. 
Jesus Christ is like the light of morning, 
like the sun rising on a cloudless morning, 
gleaming from the rain on the grassy land. 
Come, let us worship our Living God. 
 
Opening Prayer: 
 

God of power and love, you raised Jesus from death to life, 
resplendent in glory  to rule over all creation. 
Free the world to rejoice in his peace, to glory in his justice, and to live in his love. Unite all 
humankind in Jesus Christ your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, One 
God, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Hymn: We Praise You, O God VU 218 
 
Prayer of Confession: 
 
For the hatred which divides nation from nation, race from race, class from class, 
O God, forgive. 
For the covetous desires of people and nations to possess what is not their own, 
O God, forgive. 
For the greed which exploits the work of human hands and lays waste the earth, 
O God, forgive. 
For our envy of the welfare and happiness of others, 
O God, forgive. 
For our indifference to the plight of the imprisoned, the homeless, the refugee, 
O God, forgive. 
For the lust which dishonours the bodies of men, women, and children, 
O God, forgive. 
For the pride which leads to trust in ourselves and not in God, 
O God, forgive. 
 
(We reflect in silence…) 
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Words of Assurance: 
 

Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another as God in Christ has forgiven us. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 

God, the True Shepherd 

11 For thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 12 As 
shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out 
my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of 
clouds and thick darkness. 13 I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the 
countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of 
Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14 I will feed them with 
good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie 
down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15 I 
myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. 16 I 
will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will 
strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 

 Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the 
lean sheep. 21 Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals 
with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 22 I will save my flock, and they shall no 
longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 

23 I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed 
them and be their shepherd. 24 And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be 
prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken. 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 25:31-46 

The Judgment of the Nations 

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the 
throne of his glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people 
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33 and he will put the 
sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34 Then the king will say to those at his right 
hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world; 35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me 
clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37 Then the 
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or 
thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 
welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw you sick or in 
prison and visited you?’ 40 And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 
one of the least of these who are members of my family,[a] you did it to me.’ 41 Then he will say 
to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A31-46&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24046a
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gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did 
not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44 Then they also will answer, 
‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, 
and did not take care of you?’ 45 Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not 
do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And these will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Meditation: “The Only Fundamentals that Matter” 
 
2020 has been a unique leap year. There were 29 days in February, 300 days in March, and 5 
years in April, and it looks like the US Presidential election results will take a decade or more to 
certify. 
 
To recap the year so far, in January there was a diplomatic crisis between the US and Iran that 
had many fearing World War III was imminent. In February, researchers said that the bush fires 
in Australia that started in the Fall of 2019 were worse than any of our simulation of climate 
change could have predicted. 
 
I’m not going to talk about March. Or April. Because we’re still living with COVID 19 and will be 
for a while. 
 
On May 26, George Floyd was killed by police, setting off protests around the globe in support 
of racial equality. 
 
And of course, the US election has provided some nail-biting entertainment for the entire world 
as a significant portion of the electorate continues to deny the results of what experts say was 
one of the fairest elections in US history. 
 
Ten years ago, five years ago, even two years ago, I was an optimist. I truly believed that the 
world was becoming better and fairer by the minute. We were developing green technologies, 
we were addressing racism and making systems fairer for people of colour, the rights of 
LGBTQ+ persons and women were advancing in most countries around the world… 
 
Then 2020. 
 
I’ve had that optimism ripped right out of me. 
 
 The ice caps are melting at an alarming rate, and within a few years, the deaths due to climate 
change and pollution could make the 1.34 million deaths from COVID seem like nothing. 
 
I’ve read story after story on Facebook and the Internet that unravel the history of Canada and 
the United States that I learned as a child, showing me not just how badly we’ve treated our 
Indigenous peoples, the descendants of former slaves, and those of other religions, but also of 
the long lasting legacies that our racist policies have had, and how even today futures are 
blighted or destroyed by overt or covert racism. 
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And I’ve read and seen firsthand how current events have widened, not narrowed, the gap 
between those in power and the disenfranchised. During the pandemic, 40 million Americans 
filed for unemployment, while the wealth of a few billionaires grew by half a trillion dollars. 
 
How COVID hits especially hard at those who are racialized, poor, homeless, elderly, or 
disabled. 
 
How the workers who are least able to work from home are the poorest, working at menial jobs 
for minimum wage. At the beginning, we called them essential. We called them heroes. Some 
of their employers even gave them a dollar an hour raise, to great fanfare. What wasn’t so 
widely reported was the end of those bonus wages, a few months into the pandemic. 
 
And yet, there are still people denying that COVID 19 is a problem. The economy is more 
important that a few deaths of old or sick people. The freedom of some to not wear a mask is 
more important than the freedom of others to continue living. 
 
There are even some people who honestly believe that COVID 19 doesn’t exist, that it’s all a 
hoax, and that it’s a conspiracy by big government liberals to order people around. 
 
And unfortunately, some of those theories are being fanned and propagated by Christian 
preachers and churches. 
 
Our thoughts automatically go to the big evangelical churches in the US, but I learned recently 
that a lot of our local cases are due to some Christians saying that if they get COVID, it’s “God’s 
will,” and that wearing a mask is thwarting the will of God. 
 
The logic in that just boggles me. Why can Christians not see that science, which is simply the 
act of learning how God’s creation works, is in itself born of God, and that wearing a mask as 
recommended is not thwarting the will of God at all, but seeing it in a different light? 
 
Soap and water, cooking food, sewage treatment and treatment of drinking water—all of these 
are scientific advances that have lengthened our lives and freed us from the constant threat of 
illness. Wearing a mask in a store is no different than having to wear a shirt and shoes into a 
store. 
 
Jesus spent his earthly ministry fighting against attitudes just like this. Faithful Jews in his 
community thought that sacrifices at the temple, observing Jewish purity laws, memorizing the 
Torah—these were the things that brought one closer to God and salvation. 
 
Jesus tells us a different story. 
 
He tells us that what differentiates the true believer from the non-believer is not how well one 
can recite scripture or how often one goes to church, but how one treats one’s fellow human 
beings. 
 
In our 2020 context, it means we have a lot of work to do, doesn’t it? 
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And it means we need to change how we regard our work. 
 
We will wear a mask to protect not only ourselves, but to slow the spread of a disease that has 
devastated much of the world and will continue to devastate the world until a vaccine or a 
treatment is widely distributed. 
 
We will vote not for those who will see to our needs, but for those who have been denied 
justice and full participation in our society. 
 
We will buy our Christmas presents from those small entrepreneurs who are struggling to 
support families, not from big global conglomerates who get rich by selling cheap quality 
products at the expense of the environment and the producers and store clerks who make and 
sell for them. 
 
We will continue to advocate for an adequate standard of living for all Canadians, not just those 
who are well educated and able to participate full time in the workforce. We will advocate for 
an educational system that serves all students, regardless of race, religion, sexual or gender 
orientation, or physical, emotional and intellectual ability, and enables all students to become 
the best versions of themselves that they can be. 
 
We will continue to journey towards an environmentally sustainable future for all on earth, not 
just humans on our continent. 
 
And we will feed the hungry and quench the thirsty even as we work towards that day when 
there are no more hungry or thirsty on Earth. We will clothe the naked and house the homeless 
even as we work towards the day when all have housing and clothing adequate to their needs. 
We will visit those who are sick and in prison, virtually or on the phone if we must due to COVID 
19 restrictions, even as we work towards a day when prisons are no longer needed and 
hospitals and nursing homes and hospices are places where life is celebrated and those who are 
ill or in pain are surrounded by love on all sides. 
 
On this day Christians celebrate what is called “Reign of Christ” or “Christ the King” Sunday. 
 
We reflect that on this Sunday, we DO NOT celebrate the “fact” that we are the “only true 
religion.” We DO NOT use it to get across a message that because Jesus is Lord, we are co-
rulers. 
 
Rather, we use this Sunday to reflect that Jesus is our Lord, the one who is King of our lives, and 
that means not that we lord it over others, but that we follow the commands of our King and God 
to be servants of all others. 
 
To be least amongst the least. To give everything we have and everything we are to bring about 
the Kingdom of God, in which diversity is celebrated and divisions are meaningless. In which 
having too much is seen as a sin, and not having enough is met with instant generosity. In which 
all of our gifts and talents, whether we be a teacher or an artist or a theologian or a caregiver or 
a scientist, are seen as a reflection of the image of God in all of us. 
 
Amen. 
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Hymn: What Does the Lord Require of You?  VU 701 
 
Offering: 
 
Offertory Prayer: (Unison) 
 
Ever-present God, with this offering, we present also ourselves: all that we have been, all that 
we are, and all that we shall become, and our resolve to walk in your way. Accept us and our 
offering, we pray for Jesus’ sake.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People: 
 
Prayer of Jesus:  
 
Blessing/Sending Forth: 
 
Go out into the world in the power of the Holy Spirit to fulfill your high calling as disciples of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Postlude    
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Prayer for the Week (VU 214): 
 
Mighty and tender God, voice of the voiceless, power of the powerless: we praise you for 
your vision of a community of wholeness, a realm of peace, in which all who hunger and 
thirst are nourished, in which the stranger is welcomed, the hurting are healed, and the 
captive set free. 
 
Guide us by your truth and love, until we and all your people make manifest your reign of 
justice and compassion. We pray in the name of your anointed one, our servant king, to 
whom with you and the Spirit, One Holy God, be honour, glory and blessing, this day and 
forever. Amen. 


