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Melville United Church 
April 12, 2020 

Easter (Resurrection) Sunday 
______________________________________________________________________ 

Worship prepared today by 
Rev. Marion Loree 

We acknowledge with respect the history, spirituality and culture of the Indigenous peoples with 
whom Treaty 4 - also known as the Haldimand Tract - was signed and the territory wherein our 
church resides, and we acknowledge our responsibilities as treaty members. 

 
Welcome 
 My name is Marion Loree and I am the minister at Melville United Church in Fergus, 
Ontario.  We gather in community.  Even though we cannot be together physically, we share in 
the community of faith through things like this - printed or videoed worship.  This service is 
prepared for Easter Sunday.  Easter is the most important day in the Christian calendar.  
Without the Resurrection, no matter how it may have happened, our Christian tradition loses its 
foundation.  And that foundation is that this man Jesus, whom we call the Christ, came to model 
a different way of being.  He came to teach the law of God’s love that includes all people, and in 
fact, all of creation.  He came to offer a message that lives beyond death and the destruction 
that this world offers.  He came to offer us new life - and life in abundance.  And so we celebrate 
that message today.   
 
During Friday’s Good Friday service we ended by snuffing out the candle.   Today the flame is 
burning bright.  New life has defeated death.  He is Risen!!  He is risen indeed! 
 
Sharing the Light (take a moment to light a candle and centre yourself to prepare to enter in to 
a time of worship and prayer.  As you light the candle repeat the following words) 
 
I light a candle 

in the name of the God who creates life, 
in the name of the Christ Presence who loves life, 
in the name of the Spirit who is the fire of life. 

 
Centering words:   by- Nikos Kazantzakis 

I said to the almond tree: 
Speak to me of God; 
and the almond tree blossomed. 

 
Call to Worship:  

I invite you now into a time of worship. 
A time for recognizing and acknowledging  

 the still small voice within each of our hearts. 
A time to listen and reflect on issues of the day. 
A time to find calm and hope and inspiration. 

 Today we celebrate new life and resurrection! 
This is the day that God has made. 

 Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 Come, let us worship together. 
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Hymn: Christ the Lord is Risen Today  VU 157 
 Christ the Lord is risen today, Hallelujah! 
 all creation join to say; Hallelujah! 
 raise your joys and triumphs high; Hallelujah! 
 sing, O heavens, and earth reply: Hallelujah! 
 
 Love's redeeming work is done, Hallelujah! 
 fought the fight, the battle won. Hallelujah! 
 Lo, our sun's eclipse is o'er! Hallelujah! 
 Lo, he dwells in death no more! Hallelujah! 
 
 Hail, the Lord of earth and heaven, Hallelujah! 
 praise to you by both be given! Hallelujah! 
 Every knee to you shall bow, Hallelujah! 
 risen Christ, triumphant now. Hallelujah! 
 
Opening Prayer:  

Great God of light, you come to us while it is deepest night;  
God of life, you overcome the power of death.  Alleluia! 
We come from the shadows to stand in your presence, unafraid.  Alleluia! 
Fill our hearts with joy on this day of resurrection.  Alleluia!  Amen! 

 
Scripture: John 20:1-18 (The Inclusive Bible: the First Egalitarian Translation) 
 (The empty tomb) 
 Early in the morning on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary of Magdala 
came to the tomb.  She saw that the stone had been rolled away from the entrance, so she ran 
off to Simon Peter and the other disciple - the one Jesus loved - and told them, “The Rabbi has 
been taken from the tomb!  We don’t know where they have put Jesus!” 
 At that, Peter and the other disciples started out toward the tomb.  They were running side 
by side, but then the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first.  He didn’t enter, 
but bent down to peer in and saw the linen wrappings lying on the ground.  Then Simon Peter 
arrived and entered the tomb.  He observed the linen wrappings on the ground, and saw the 
piece of cloth that had covered Jesus’ head lying not with the wrappings, but rolled up in a 
place by itself.  Then the disciple who had arrived first at the tomb went in.  He saw and 
believed.  As yet, they didn’t understand the scripture that Jesus was to rise from the dead.  
Then the disciples went back to their homes. 
  Meanwhile, Mary stood weeping beside the tomb.  Even as she wept, she stooped to 
peer inside, and there she saw two angels in dazzling robes.  One was seated at the head and 
the other at the foot of the place where Jesus’ body had lain. 
 They asked her, “Why are you weeping?” 
 She answered them, “Because they have taken away my Rabbi, and I don’t know where 
they have put the body.” 
 No sooner had she said this than she turned around and caught sight of Jesus standing 
there, but she didn’t know it was Jesus.  He asked her, “Why are you weeping?  For whom are 
you looking?” 
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 She supposed it was the gardener, so she said, “Please, if you’re the one who carried Jesus 
away, tell me where you’ve laid the body and I will take it away.” 
 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” 
 She turned to him and said, “Rabboni!” - which means “Teacher.” 
 Jesus then said, “Don’t hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to Abba God.  Rather, go 
to the sisters and brothers and tell them, ‘I’m ascending to my Abba and to your Abba, my God 
and your God!’” 
 Mary of Magdala went to the disciples. “I have seen the Teacher!” she announced.  Then 
she reported what he had said to her. 
  
Message: Resurrection Happens 
 If we pay attention to the news, even on a semi-regular basis, never mind at times like 
these, it can be easy enough for us to live as though every day were Good Friday.  Living our call 
as Christians to be an Easter people can seem foolish, if not impossible.  Today’s reading 
reminds us, however, that we are not the first ones to face this hurdle, and that we can learn 
(as so many before us) to see the presence of the living God right before us. 
 From ancient times, human nature doesn’t seem to have changed much.  We are a curious 
species, trying to understand the world in which we live.  Often, though, we try to fit our 
understandings into the framework of our human senses and collective memories.  The 
scriptures call us to broader views.   
 The story of the evolution of human spirituality, or our relationship with Great Mystery, 
which is what our Bible stories are, sets our human experience against the larger picture of the 
world beyond physical being.  In other words it is telling us that there is more to a human being 
than a living, breathing body.  Contained within that body is our true selves or our spirit.  
 The resurrection story, or the story of Easter, is the foundational story of our Christian 
tradition.  Without it, some say, all else falls apart.  It is also one of the hardest events to get 
our heads around.  One of the hardest things to understand or to accept.   
 There are many theories as to what the event actually was.  The theories range from the 
traditional and very literal interpretation that the resurrection was a historical fact, that Jesus 
was raised physically from the dead, that his corpse was resuscitated somehow, to the view 
that what the disciples ‘saw’ was a deeper meaning to the life of the teacher whom they had 
loved and followed and that he ‘rose to life’ in them as they took up his cause and continued 
the work he had begun.     
 I don’t know how the resurrection happened.  I can’t say positively that it did happen - I 
wasn’t there.  It is just as puzzling to me as it is to you or to anyone and I could go into a big 
long harangue about what all the theologians say but I really don’t think that would be very 
helpful for you.  So let me say a bit about what I do think. 
 I believe that there had to be a life-changing event of some kind.  I believe that something 
momentous must have happened to infuse those disciples with the overwhelming desire to 
continue the work Jesus had begun.  And considering life at the time and what had happened to 
Jesus, it had to be something extraordinary or it would never have overcome their fear and 
given them the courage to continue living and teaching ‘the way’ - in a new way. 
 Whatever actually happened or didn’t happen, I have come to accept the fact that 
resurrection does happen and it happens all the time. I think resurrection is foundational, not 
only to our Christian religion, but to our very lives here on this earth.  I think it is the 
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foundational way that God works.  I believe that, with the love of God, there is no death from 
which new life cannot spring.  And further to that - there is no resurrection, no new life, 
without death - for something new to begin something else must die. 
 It seems to me that God’s foundational story is the story of life and death.  Death is part of 
life, as the saying goes, but it isn’t all there is to the story.  It isn’t even the end of the story as 
we so often like to believe.  Death is a natural and necessary part of life. ‘An end is always a 
beginning’ is another old adage that is so very true. 
 The resurrection story of the Bible begins with Good Friday.  Without the crucifixion there 
would be no Easter morning.  Without the death there would be no new life.  It is the way of 
life, isn’t it?  New life is born, lives and dies.  Out of that death comes more new life in its turn.  
It is the way of life, the way of God, if you will. 
 The problem comes when we get stuck in the dying part.  Sometimes we forget to look for 
the new life that is possible.  Sometimes we don’t see it for looking at it.  Sometimes our tears 
and our pain blind us to the possibilities that are right in front of us.  Like Mary who didn’t 
recognize her beloved teacher standing there.  She was blinded by her tears and by her 
assumptions about what had happened.  It was only as he spoke her name that she began to 
realize she was not alone and that maybe there was a different explanation for what seemed so 
obvious to her.   As he gently spoke to her she was drawn out of her grief to see him in the 
dawning light of the new day. 
 So often it is through our tears that we experience the risen Christ - that we find new life.  
The one who loves us, hold us or stands with us as we mourn our losses is grieving with us.  He 
gently leads us, takes us by the hand to help us move beyond our tears into the joy of a new 
day.  That is what resurrection is -   the dawn after the night, the sunshine after the storm, the 
joy after the sorrow, the new life that rises out of the cold earth every spring, the flower that 
emerges from the seed.  We are surrounded by resurrection.  We are surrounded by new life.  
That is God’s message to us in the story of the Christ - that new life is possible, even out of the 
most dire of circumstances.   
 If we can remember that in our darkest hours, if we can hold onto the promise of new life 
that God offers us, if we can listen for love’s voice calling through our tears, then we will have 
grasped the meaning of resurrection.  The operative word is hope. 
 So, I figure that it doesn’t really matter what one thinks of the resurrection story or what 
theory one accepts, what matters is how we experience and embrace the fact that with God’s 
love new life will rise out of death, that with God’s love resurrection happens and because of 
that God truly has defeated death.  It is never the end of the story.  
 Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 
Preparation for Prayer: As we prepare our hearts and minds to enter into a time of prayer I invite 
you to sit comfortably and quietly for a moment.  Breathe deeply a few times paying particular 
attention to your breath as it moves in through your nostrils and fills your lungs.  Picture your 
breath as a light entering your body and filling it with love and relaxation.  Then when you exhale 
imagine the breath taking all your tensions and worries with it as it leaves your body.  Do this a few 
times until you feel relaxed then move on into the prayer time.   
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Prayers: 
God of new life, we give thanks for this Easter day.  Today the world is made new!  Today the stone 
is rolled away!   Today we hear the songs of birds and angels, giving praise.  Today we recognize the 
signs of life all around us.  Life that cannot be held back or destroyed; life that resists all the powers 
of death; life that rises triumphant!  
  We come to celebrate the love which is more powerful than all the powers of this world put 
together!  We come to celebrate because love conquers all, because love endures all things, 
because Christ is risen indeed! 
 We also come to the celebration aware of the mistakes that we humans make and we give 
thanks for the forgiveness that is ours.  We know that with Spirit new life is always possible.  With 
Spirit we are given the opportunity to begin again and again and again.  
 As we continue to remain in our homes to avoid spreading the Covid-19 virus may we be 
reminded that this too will pass.  May we be reminded that because we cannot come and go as we 
please wherever we want does not mean we need to sit and be miserable.  May we be reminded 
that outside our door the wonders of nature and the bursting buds of spring continue.  May we be 
reminded that life will go on, that things will return to normal and it won’t seem to take so long if 
we can only practice patience. 
 And so we pray today for open hearts and open minds - open to possibilities of change, open to 
possibilities of new perspectives, open to the possibility than there are lessons to be learned and 
most of all - open to the joys that can be found if we only look around with loving eyes. 
 We pray today for our brothers and sisters of Millbank-Hampstead pastoral charge and for all 
those who are working and putting themselves at risk to maintain essential services during this 
time - medical personnel, first responders, grocery and pharmacy workers, personal care workers, 
civil servants, governing bodies and so many more.  May they find the strength, wisdom and respite 
they need to continue their essential roles. 
 And we pray for ourselves as, in a moment of silence, we go deep within to offer the prayers of 
our hearts...  (Silence)...  
 Fear cannot drive out your love, Great Mystery.  Anger and hatred cannot separate us from 
your wondrous love, Holy Presence.  Weeping may last for the night, but joy comes in the morning. 
 We offer these and all of our prayers in the name of the Risen One - Jesus the Christ - who 
taught us how to pray together saying... 
  
Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kindom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 



 

1 

Offering: 
  If you would like to do your part by making a monetary donation to Melville United church 
there are a number of ways to do that. 

1.  Cheque (post-dated cheques are welcome): made payable to: Melville United Church -    
 which can be mailed to the church at P.O. Box 41, Fergus, ON N1M 2W7      

   2W7 or put in the mail slot beside the parking lot door. 
2.  Donate online through the Canada Helps web-site  

       https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/melville-united-church/ 
3.  Call Lynda, to arrange Pre-Authorized Remittance payments (PAR). 

 4.  E-transfer directly from your bank.  E-mail to secretary@melvilleunited.com 
 
Thanks to all of you who continue to contribute so much to make Melville the caring 
community of faith that it is.  May you be blessed. 
 
Blessing:  
Go now into the rest of your day, aware of the presence of new life continually around you.  Go, 
living in the promise of the God who will not abandon us, but whose love endures forever. 
Go, proclaiming the Good news.  Christ is Risen!  Christ is Risen indeed! 
 
Prayer of the Week: 
God of grace, open our eyes to see you.  Open our hearts to let our vision change our lives.  
Amen. 
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