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Lent 3
______________________________________________________

* Congregation please stand as you are able. 
Bold print invites congregational response.

Presiding today - Rev. Marion Loree

We acknowledge with respect the history, spirituality and culture of the

Indigenous peoples with whom Treaty 4 - also known as the Haldimand Tract -

was signed and the territory wherein our church resides, and we acknowledge

our responsibilities as treaty members.

Prelude:

WE GATHER IN COMMUNITY

Welcome & Announcements
Joys, Concerns  

God Moments/Moments of Awe

Sharing the Light
We light a candle

in the name of the God who creates life,
in the name of the Christ Presence who loves life,

in the name of the Spirit who is the fire of life.

Centering words:  -Fulton J. Sheen
Lenten practices of giving up pleasures are good reminders

that the purpose of life is not pleasure...Pleasure is not the
purpose of anything: pleasure is a by-product resulting

from doing something that is good... It is the pleasure
seeker who is bored, for all pleasures diminish with

repetition. 

Gathering Hymn: God, We Praise You for the Morning          VU 415
(vs-1,2,3,4) 

http://www.melvilleunited.com


Time for the Younger Ones: The Woman at the Well - John 4:5-42

Song:  I Am a Member of the Human Race   

Ministry of Music: As Water to the Thirsty     -K. Lee Scott

WE WORSHIP TOGETHER

Call to Worship: 
Let us sing to God, 

who knows the depths of the sea!
May our hearts be filled with God’s love!

Let us sing to God, 
who fills the clouds with rain!

May our hearts be filled with God’s love!
Let us sing to God, 

who brings forth water in the desert!
May our hearts be filled with God’s love!

Come, let us worship God together.

Opening Prayer: 
God of our journeying, God of dead-ends, 

U-turns, and radical new beginnings;  
here we gather, 

confident only of your attentive and abiding love.  
Holy One, commune with us.  

Create streams of love and kindness within us.  
Let us feel your presence flow over us like living water 

inspiring us to ever closer connection 
to your Spirit within. 

Forgive us when we do wrong.
May we have the courage to bring 

all of our doings into the light of your healing love.

Forgive us when we forget you are with us all the time.
May we be aware of your love which surrounds us.

Guide our actions and interactions 
and show us the way.  Amen.

Words of Affirmation:

God knows us - our past and our present.
God holds our future.

Give thanks for God’s accepting love.
Know that good intentions and a loving heart 

are an inviting place for Spirit to live.
Thanks be to God.  Amen.

Scripture: Luke 10:38-42

Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village, where
a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home.  She had a

sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what
he was saying.  But Martha was distracted by her many tasks, so

she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister
has left me to do all the work by myself?  Tell her then to help

me.”  But Jesus answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried
and distracted by many things, there is need of only one thing. 

Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away
from her.”

Reflection: A Bad Reputation -Alana Martin

Questions to Ponder:

What do both Mary and Martha teach you about love and
hospitality?

How do you respond in stressful situations?  Who or what has
helped you to stay grounded and in the moment?

Prayer:

God of love and hospitality,
you call us into our spirit-filled gifts each day.



May we live out our calls in balance
and model to others,

like Mary and Martha,
what loving others looks like.

May we mirror your own loving
through the way that we love you.  Amen.

Scripture: John 1:43-46

The next day, after Jesus had decided to leave for Galilee, he met
Philip and said, “Follow me.”  Philip came from Bethsaida, the

same town as Andrew and Peter.
Philip sought out Nathanael and said to him, “We’ve found

the One that Moses spoke of in the Law, the One about whom the
prophets wrote: Jesus of Nazareth, son of Mary and Joseph.”

“From Nazareth?”  Said Nathanael.  “Can anything good
come from Nazareth?” “Come see,” replied Philip

Reflection: Come and See -Bri-anne Swan

Questions to Ponder:

Nathanael questioned whether anything good could come from
Nazareth.  Have you ever been surprised by somebody who came

from an unexpected place?
Despite his initial hesitancy, Nathanael decides to take the risk and

follow Jesus.  Have there been moments in your life where you set
aside skepticism in order to “come and see?”

Prayer:

Holy One,
Sometimes it is just so hard to believe there might be

more than what we experience.  Open our hearts to
possibility and to those around us, so that we might know

your presence in the faces of all our kindred.  Amen.  

Hymn: Jesus Calls Us VU 562 (vs 1-4)
  

WE RESPOND
Offering: 

*Offering Hymn: What Can I Do? MV 191

What can I do?  What can I bring?
What can I say?  What can I sing?

I’ll sing with joy.  I’ll say a prayer.
I’ll bring my love.  I’ll do my share.

(Repeat)

*Offertory Prayer:
We belong to one another.  We share with one another

because we have everything we need. God, use these gifts
and our time and talent to lavish your love on the whole

family of God.  Amen.

Prayer Prelude: Nothing Can Trouble VU 290
Nothing can trouble,

Nothing can frighten.
Those who seek God shall never go wanting.

Nothing can trouble,
Nothing can frighten.

God alone fills us.

Prayers of the People: (based on John 4:5-42 - Jesus’ encounter with the

Samaritan woman at the well)

It is a lonely place sitting on the edge,....

....He was talking about love.

God, quench the thirst of those who long
to be included, to be part of a family,

to be loved,
those who sit on the edge because

there is nowhere else to sit.
May they sit here

and may we be found with them.



It is a lonely place being on the edge....
....my faith grew by the edge of the water.

God, touch the voice within us that has been silenced;

voices of justice and inclusion,
voices of love extending into the margins.

Sit with us and empower us
to be your strong witnesses in this world.

It is a lonely place sitting on the edge....

.... Now I knew too much.

God, when we long for the Messiah,
may we find you in the faces of strangers

and in the least expected places.
Give us the courage to search

in the dark places of our lives 
and in the unknown places beyond ourselves

where we will hear you say,
“Here I am, the One you are longing for.”

Our prayers continue...

Lord’s Prayer:

WE PREPARE TO LEAVE

*Hymn: Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah VU 651  
 

*Blessing:
God’s grace flows into us.

May the new life that flows into us
also flow through us.

God’s truth frees us:
May our living help to free others.

God’s love brings us life.
May our loving and living bring blessing.

Go, knowing you never go alone,
for God is with you - always. 

 Amen!

Parting Song: Melville Benediction
Let’s go out from here and take our place.

Respect creation, sharing all God’s grace.
Treasure the past and things we have done.

Open our minds to new things yet to come.
God will be with us within, around, above.

Bless all our actions let us go and love.
Bless all our actions let us go and love. 

Postlude:

Prayer of the Week:

God, you offer us the water of life.  We turn to you in trust,
knowing that your faithful provision can meet all our needs.  May

our gratitude propel us out to share the good news of new life with
other thirsty people.  Amen. 

Partners in Prayer:   Elora/Bethany Pastoral Charge (United)
Western Ontario Waterways: Waterloo, Emmanuel 

Prayer Tree Captain:   Alison Rainford

Welcomers: Mark Andrews, Linda and Norm Porritt, Joyce

Keizerwaard
Counters:     Karen Smillie and Norm Porritt
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