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Melville United Church
January 12, 2020

 Baptism of Jesus
______________________________________________________

* Congregation please stand as you are able. 
Bold print invites congregational response.

Presiding today - Rev. Marion Loree

We acknowledge with respect the history, spirituality and culture of the

Indigenous peoples with whom Treaty 4 - also known as the Haldimand Tract -

was signed and the territory wherein our church resides, and we acknowledge

our responsibilities as treaty members.

Prelude  

WE GATHER IN COMMUNITY
Welcome & Announcements

Joys, Concerns  
God Moments/Moments of Awe

Sharing the Light

We light a candle
in the name of the God who creates life,

in the name of the Christ Presence who loves life,
in the name of the Spirit who is the fire of life.

Centering words: The New Year -Joyce Rupp

Faithful Companion,
in this new year I pray:

to live deeply, with purpose,
to live freely, with detachment,

to live wisely, with humility,
to live justly, with compassion,

to live lovingly, with fidelity,
to live mindfully, with awareness,

http://www.melvilleunited.com
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to live gratefully, with generosity,
to live fully, with enthusiasm.

Help me to hold this vision
and to daily renew it in my heart,

becoming ever more one with you,
my truest Self.

Gathering Hymn: God is Here VU 389

 
Sacrament of Baptism

Being accepted into the Christian family of faith today is Ryan
Sawyer DeBrabandere, child of Jonathan DeBrabandere and

Nicole Stone. 

Statement of Purpose:
Presentation of the one to be Baptized

Scripture: Galatians 3:27-29 (The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian Translation)

Each one of you is a child of God because of your faith in
Christ Jesus.  All of you who have been baptized into Christ

have clothed yourselves with Christ. In Christ there is no
Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female.  All are one in

Christ Jesus.  Furthermore, if you belong to Christ, you are
the offspring of Abraham, which means you inherit all that

was promised.

Profession of faith by the parents:
You have brought your child here for baptism.  In baptism we are

joined to the Christian family through the sign and seal of God’s
eternal love.

Do you believe in God and God’s love?
Yes, I do so believe.

Do you believe that God is revealed to us in Jesus the Christ who
lived and died, and who lives on in the Christian church?
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Yes, I do so believe.
Do you believe that God, through the Holy Spirit, is active in the

world to direct and to strengthen you?
Yes, I do so believe.

Will you do your best to provide a Christian home for your child,
encouraging him to grow in his own faith and to seek

confirmation?
Yes I will, God being my helper.

Commitment by Congregation (congregation stands)

We are to receive this child as part of our faith community.  In so
doing, we remember our calling to share life together, and to be

open to the future that he contains.  We are also called to support
this family and this child with love and with Christian teaching. 

Are you willing, as you are able to share in this responsibility?
We are willing, God being our helper.

Let us remain standing as we repeat “A New Creed” together.

Affirmation of Faith: A New Creed VU 918 

We are not alone,
we live in God’s world.

We believe in God:
who has created and is creating,

who has come in Jesus,
    the Word made flesh,

    to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others 

    by the Spirit.
We trust in God.

We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence,

to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
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to seek justice and resist evil,

to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
   our judge and our hope.

In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us.

We are not alone.
Thanks be to God.

Blessing of the Water (children bring water and people call out

blessings)

Prayer

The Baptism 

Sign of the Cross and Blessing

Laying on of Hands/Blessing

Lighting of the Baptismal Candle

Child is introduced to the congregation as the following blessing is
sung.

Sung Blessing:  Child of Blessing, Child of Promise VU 444

Prayer

Presentation of Certificates & Gifts

Children’s Prayer:
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WE WORSHIP TOGETHER

Call to Worship:
We come as God’s children, from different families and lives.

We come to the Living Waters and find a home.
We come across oceans of loneliness, sailing seas of anxiety.

We come to the Living Waters to find peace.
We come through fearful storms, through deep lakes of loss.

We come to the Living Waters and find love.
Come let us worship the source of Living Water together.

Opening Prayer: 

God of the stormy seas and of the still waters, 
send your spirit to be with us now.  

Immerse us in your love.  
Bathe us in your grace.  

Call forth from us a spring of praise and prayer.  Amen.

Prayer of Confession:
Holy One, we come to you as broken people, 

often mired in selfishness or stuck in resentment, 
caked with the mud of pride.

And yet you see past the muck and call us Beloved.
Help us to be vulnerable to the waters of your grace

(A time of silence and personal prayer).
Amen.

Words of Affirmation:

Friends, hear the good news of the gospel:
there is nothing that can separate you from the love of God.

Nothing. 
God’s river of love flows deep and wide,

and is always and forever washing you clean.
We come to the river of God’s love and find renewal.

Thanks be to God.  Amen.
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Scripture: Isaiah 42:1-9 (The Inclusive Bible, The First Egalitarian Translation)

(God’s servant brings justice)

“Here is my Servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one, in whom I
delight!   I have endowed you with my Spirit that you may bring

true justice to the nations.  You do not cry out or raise your voice,
or make yourself heard in the street. So gentle that you do not

break a bruised reed, or quench a wavering flame, faithfully you
will bring forth true justice. You will neither waver nor be crushed

until justice is established on earth, for the islands await your
teaching!  

Thus says YHWH, who created the heavens and spread
them out, who gave shape to the earth and what it produces, who

gave life to its peoples and spirit to its inhabitants.  
I, YHWH, have called you to serve the cause of right; I have

taken you by the hand, and I watch over you.  I have appointed
you to be a covenant people, a light to the nations: to open the

eyes of the blind, to free captives from prison, and those who sit
in darkness from the dungeon.  

I am YHWH!  This is my Name!  I will not yield my glory to
another god or my praise to idols!  See how former predictions

have come true.  And now I declare new things!  Before they
spring forth, I tell them to you.” 

Words to Ponder: Psalm 29   (A paraphrase by Jam es Taylor - Everyday Psalms)

(W hen the storm strikes)

We tend to grow complacent about our own capabilities - until a hurricane roars

in from the ocean, or a flood surges down the valley, or a forest fire rags out of

control. 

Trust God - don’t pin your faith on human potential.

Science and technology, wealth and popularity -
these will all pass away.

Only God is worthy of lasting worship.
Fame and fortune will not save you when the tempest
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strikes.

The winds whirl in; waves crash upon your comfortable shore.
Houses collapse like cards; 

corporations crumble; assets become worthless.
Branches break off; mighty empires are uprooted.

Possessions, wealth, and status cannot save you.
You stand alone before the power of God, 

as naked and helpless as the day you were born.
You tremble like a twig in a tempest.

All that you depended upon is stripped away, 
like the last leaves from autumn trees.

Before God’s power, you face your own frailty.
Nothing can save you - except God.  

Only God is greater than any human crisis.
Only God can sustain you through the storm, 

and carry you to the calm on the other side.

Reader: Susan Barth

Scripture: Matthew 3:13-17 (The Inclusive Bible, The First Egalitarian

Translation)

(Jesus is baptized)

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by

John.  John tried to dissuade Jesus, saying, “I should be baptized
by you, and yet you come to me!”

But Jesus replied, “Leave it this way for now.  We must do
this to completely fulfill God’s justice.  So John reluctantly agreed.

Immediately after Jesus had been baptized and was
coming up out of the water, the sky suddenly opened up and

Jesus saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and hovering
over him.  With that, a voice from the heavens said, “This is my

Own, my Beloved, on whom my favour rests.”

Message: God of the Raging Waters
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Hymn: Out of Deep, Unordered Water VU 453

WE RESPOND

Offering: 

*Offering Hymn: What Can I Do? MV 191

What can I do?  What can I bring?
What can I say?  What can I sing?

I’ll sing with joy.  I’ll say a prayer.
I’ll bring my love.  I’ll do my share.

(Repeat)

*Offertory Prayer:
God of raging waters and God of tranquil ponds, 

as people made new by the waters of your spirit, 
we come as your beloved children.  

Accept our gifts,
the humble yet holy work of our hands, 

the humble yet holy value of our lives, 
the humble yet holy truth of our hearts.  

Fill us to the brim and then keep pouring, 
so that our lives will overflow with your love.  Amen.

Prayer Prelude: God, Listen to Your Children VU 400 

God, listen to your children praying,
God, send your Spirit in this place;

God, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us power, send us grace!

Prayers of the People:

Lord’s Prayer:
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WE PREPARE TO LEAVE

*Hymn: Shall We Gather at the River VU 710

  
*Blessing:

Parting Song: We Will Go With God MV 223

We will go with God, my sisters!
We will go with God!

We will go with God, my brothers!
We will go with God!

On this day of (clap) great joy we will go with God.
On this day of (clap) great joy we will go with God.

(repeat)

Postlude: 

Prayer of the Week:
Source of all love, as we move through the early days of this new

year, help us to remember that we begin every journey drenched
in your love.  Our identity, our being, our calling begins (and ends

and begins again) with you.  Amen.

Partners in Prayer:   Elora Road Christian Fellowship

Western Ontario Waterways:   Trillium: Cambridge

Prayer Tree Captain:   Alison Rainford

Welcomers: Mark Andrews, Graeme Chalmers, Joan and John         

          Cuming

Counters: Richard Wright and Phil Brown
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