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Melville United Church 
10th after Pentecost 

Sunday August 18th, 2019 
_________________________________________________________ 

* Congregation please stand as you are able. 
Bold print invites congregational response. 

Presiding today:  Ruth Cooke 
 

We acknowledge with respect the history, spirituality and culture of the 
Indigenous peoples with whom Treaty 4 - also known as the Haldimand 
Tract - was signed and the territory wherein our church resides, and we 

acknowledge our responsibilities as treaty members. 
 

 
Welcome & Announcements 
Sharing the Light 
Prelude/Centring Time 
 
Call to worship: 
We gather here to learn of God and God’s great love. 
 We gather here to meet with friends, family, and neighbours 
 so that we might learn to show them the love God showed us. 
Let us worship God with open hearts and open minds! 

 
Opening Prayer: 
 Open our eyes, our hearts, our minds.  Open us to receive your 
 love in this hour and always.  Open us to share that love with 
 others in this hour and always.  Teach us, O God, the way you  
 would have us travel, so that we might become more faithful the 
 longer we journey.  Amen. 
 
*Hymn:    Come, Let Us Sing of a Wonderful Love    VU 574 
 
Prayer of Confession: 
 O God, you are our god, yet you are also Lord of all. You created 
 the universe, and all that is within it, and we have misused and 
 abused your creation, thinking we humans are the only important 
 part of it. We have hurt ourselves when we have done so. 
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 We hurt others, thinking that because you are our God, that we 
 must be in the right. We ignore the truth that all peoples are 
 created in your image, and when we hurt others, we hurt you.  
 Forgive us, we pray, and help us to learn to love others and the 
 earth as you have loved us. 
 
(We reflect silently on those places in our lives where we need God’s 
light) 
 
Words of Assurance: 
God showed, in Jesus, that God not only creates, but heals when that 
creation is hurt. We go forth forgiven, healed, and free to love as God 
loved us. 
 Thanks be to God!  Amen. 
 
Ministry of Music:  “Souvenir” performed by Meghan Pell 
 
A Time for the Young and Young at Heart 
 
Hymn:    The Church is Wherever God’s People    VU 579 
 
First Gospel Reading:  Mark 12:28-34 (NRSV) 
The First Commandment 
One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one 
another, and seeing that he answered them well, he asked him, “Which 
commandment is the first of all?” Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O 
Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, 
and with all your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than 
these.” Then the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher; you have 
truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there is no other’; and ‘to love 
him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the 
strength,’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as oneself,’—this is much more 
important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” When Jesus 
saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the 
kingdom of God.” After that no one dared to ask him any question. 
 
Psalm:    Psalm 33    VU 760 
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Gospel Reading:  John 13:1-17; 31-35 
Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet 
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had 
come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his 
own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had 
already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray 
him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all 
things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to 
God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel 
around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash 
the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around 
him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to 
wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am 
doing, but later you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never 
wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share 
with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my 
hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not 
need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are 
clean, though not all of you.” For he knew who was to betray him; for 
this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
 
After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned 
to the table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 
You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. 
So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to 
wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you also 
should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not 
greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who 
sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 
 
The New Commandment 
When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been 
glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in 
him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 
Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; 
and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you 
cannot come.’ 
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I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I 
have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 
 Thanks be to God! 
 
Meditation:  “Faith Foundations: The Great Commandment” 
 
*Hymn:    Though I May Speak    VU 372 
 

Offering: 
 
Offering Hymn:     What Can I Do?     MV 191 
 What can I do? What can I bring? 
 What can I say? What can I sing? 
 I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer. 
 I’ll bring my love.  I’ll do my share. 
   (Repeat)  
 
*Offertory Prayer:  
  God, one of the ways we show our love for the world is to 
 give a portion of our abundance to help heal the world’s hurts. 
 Take this offering, bless it and us, use it and us, to provide 
 healing love for all your creation.  Amen. 
 
Joys and Concerns: 
 
Prayer Prelude:     Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying     VU 400 
 Lord, listen to your children praying, 
 Lord, send your Spirit in this place;  
 Lord, listen to your children praying, 
 Send us love, send us power, send us grace! 
       (Repeat) 
 

Prayers of the People: 
 
Prayer of Jesus:  
  
*Hymn:    We Are Pilgrims     VU 595 
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Sending Forth and Blessing: 
Go into the world with love, 
and know that as you do so the never-ending love of God, 
shown through Jesus Christ 
and present in the church and the world through the power of the Holy 
Spirit goes with you. 
 Amen! 
 
*Parting Song:     “Melville Benediction” 
  
Ministry of Music Postlude:  “Jazz Invention” by Oscar Peterson 
 performed by Meghan Pell 
 
Prayer of the Week:    VU 576 
 Drawn by your Spirit Creator God, I pray that I may find healing 
 places in the days of this new week, where I can be still and 
 discover afresh the wonder and immensity of your love.  In the 
 face of my worries and fears, help me keep faith with you by my 
 side.  Help me remember wherever I travel, I am not alone, you 
 are with me, always.  And I am grateful.  Amen 
 
Partners in Prayer:  Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Western Ontario Waterways:    Shelburne/Primrose PC 
Prayer Tree Captain:   Alison Rainford 
 
Welcomers: Diane Maloney, Karen Smillie and Mark Andrews 
 
Counters:  David Gohn and Karen Smillie 
 


