
Melville United Church
St. Andrew Street West, Fergus, ON: 519-843-1781

Team Ministry
 

 Minister of Worship & Pastoral Care Rev. Marion Loree

 Minister of Faith Formation & Outreach

 Minister of Music Team: Rob White, Suzanne Flewelling

 Church Secretary: Gerri McCullough

 Custodian: Robert Mitchell

 Chair of Church Council: Allan Hons

 Pastoral Care Alison Rainford, Rev. Marion Loree

 Chair of Pastoral Care 

& Prayer Chain Captain Alison Rainford

 Secretary's Office hours: 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. T., T. & F.

 E-Mail: secretary@melvilleunited.com

 Web Site: www.melvilleunited.com

 Pastoral Care Numbers 519-826-9385, 519-835-8605

519-843-3841

 

December 2, 2018

2 December 2, 2018

Melville United Church

Sunday, December 2, 2018
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* Congregation please stand as you are able. 

Bold print invites congregational response.

Presiding today - Rev. Marion Loree

Prelude

Welcome & Announcements

Sharing the Light

Call to Worship:  

(written by Bev Sumbler. Gathering. ACE 2018-19, pg 30. Used with

permission.)

*Hymn: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel VU 1 (vs 1,2,6,7)

Prayer of Approach and Confession:

We pray for hope,

in a world that sometimes feels hopeless:

God, grant us a vision of your future,

so we may have hope.

Let it give us strength in hard times

and be a cause for celebration in times of delight.

God, we are in a great hurry this time of year.

We scurry around in preparation for Christmas.

In our busyness we forget the mystery of your love.

Forgive us our misplaced attention

and turn us back to your love and peace.  Amen.

Words of Assurance:

God comes to us in the innocence of a child, every child.  

Open your heart in readiness to receive God’s unconditional love.

Thanks be to God.  Amen!

 

Ministry of Music:   "Carol For Advent" by Nancy Price and Don Besig

Lighting of the Advent Candle:
 (written by Don Stiles. Gathering. ACE 2018-19, pg 70. Used with permission.)

Today we kindle the Advent candle of hope.

(The first candle is lit).

http://www.melvilleunited.com
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We welcome the light that pierces the shadows,

the light that affirms God’s presence,

the light that enables us to move forward in faith.

Come, Holy Stranger, beacon of hope 

on this Advent journey:

welcome us as we welcome you.

We receive the light of hope.

Advent Song: Hope Shines as a Solitary Star MV 220

Hope shines as the solitary star,

faith is the inner light.

You and I together mirror the Light of Lights,

and illumine the pathway home.  (Repeat).

*Communion Hymn: We Gather Here VU 469

Sacrament of Holy Communion

Today we will serve Communion to each other.  When the plate of bread

comes to you please offer it to your neighbour saying “Jesus Christ, bread

for the journey”.  They will then take a piece and consume it immediately.

That person will then offer it to the person next to them saying the same

words and they will do the same, consuming it immediately.  We will use

the same process with the cup using the words “Jesus Christ, the wine of

arrival.”

Complete Liturgy is sung to the tune of VU 337 (Blessed Assurance)

Invitation:

Here is the table Jesus called Love,

gathered around by those called beloved –

table of welcome in unity, ushering into the Trinity.

Sing unto God a jubilant song, praising the one to whom we belong.

Sing of the future and of the past, Love ever present, holding us fast.

Great Thanksgiving:

The Lord be with you.

Also with you.

Lift up your hearts high.

We lift them up, too.
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Let us give thanks and praise to our Lord.

It is so right we praise with accord.

Sing unto God a jubilant song, praising the one to whom we belong.

Sing of the future and of the past, Love ever present, holding us fast.

Blessed be God Who caused us to be, 

called us to flourish, created us free,

present wherever goodness is found, setting us firmly on holy ground.

Sing unto God a jubilant song, praising the one to whom we belong.

Sing of the future and of the past, Love ever present, holding us fast.

Prophets of old and prophets anew, challenge us all to follow, be true.

When life’s temptations hold us in thrall, 

then Jesus whispers, “Follow my call.”

Sing unto God a jubilant song, praising the one to whom we belong.

Sing of the future and of the past, Love ever present, holding us fast.

Blessed are those who under duress, 

greet us like manna in our wilderness,

fill us with hope when courage is gone, 

give us the strength for carrying on.

Sing unto God a jubilant song, praising the one to whom we belong.

Sing of the future and of the past, Love ever present, holding us fast.

Words of Institution:

So it was on the night he’s betrayed, 

Jesus did offer to those who had stayed,

bread for the journey, wine of his blood,

showing the promise:  grace like a flood.

Sing unto God a jubilant song, praising the one to whom we belong.

Sing of the future and of the past, Love ever present, holding us fast.

Prayer for The Spirit’s Blessing:

Now let us join our hearts before God, 

Giving, in prayer, our praise and our laud,

asking the Spirit blessings of light, sharing this meal as Jesus’ delight.

Sing unto God a jubilant song, praising the one to whom we belong.

Sing of the future and of the past, Love ever present, holding us fast.
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Breaking of Bread and Pouring of Cup:

Jesus Christ - Bread for the Journey

Jesus Christ - The wine of arrival.

Sharing the Elements:

Prayer After Communion:

Blessed are all who here upon earth, 

nurture a vision and bring it to birth,

live by the creed we boldly embrace: 

blessed assurance, amazing grace.

Sing unto God a jubilant song, praising the one to whom we belong.

Sing of the future and of the past, Love ever present, holding us fast.

MUSIC:     Phoebe P. Knapp, 1873 (public domain)

   WORDS:    Mirium Therese Winter (c) Medical Mission Sisters, 1994

(Used with permission);  

   five additional verses by Gord Dunbar

Scripture: Jeremiah 33:14-16 (The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian Edition)
(A righteous branch from David’s line)

The days are surely coming, says YHWH, when I will bestow on Israel

and Judah all the blessings I promised them.  In those days and at that

time I will raise up a righteous branch from the line of David, who will

bring justice and integrity to the land.  In those days Judah will be safe

and Jerusalem will be secure.  They will call the land, ‘YHWH is our

Justice.’

Responsive Reading: Psalm 25 (VU 752-Refrain 2)
(To you, God, I lift my soul)

   Reader:   Don Grant

Scripture: Luke 21:25-36  (The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian Edition)

(Signs in the heavens and on earth; parable of the fig tree)

“Signs will appear in the sun, the moon and the stars.  On the earth,

nations will be in anguish, distraught at the roaring of the sea and the

waves.  People will die of fright in anticipation of what is coming upon

the earth.  The powers in the heavens will be shaken.  After that, people

will see the Chosen One coming on a cloud with great power and glory. 

When these things begin to happen, stand up straight and raise your
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heads, because your ransom is near at hand.”

And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, or any other tree. 

You see when they’re budding and know that summer is near.  In the

same way, when you see all these things happening, know that the reign

of God is near.  The truth is, this generation will not pass away until all

this takes place.  The heavens and the earth will pass away, but my words

will not pass away.

“Be on your guard lest your spirits become bloated with indulgence,

drunkenness and worldly cares.  That day will suddenly close in on you

like a trap.  It will come upon all who dwell on the face of the earth, so be

on your watch.  Pray constantly for the strength to escape whatever

comes, and to stand secure before the Chosen One.” 

Message: Wait, Watch and Wonder

*Hymn: All Earth is Waiting VU 5 

Offering:

*Offering Hymn: Grant Us God, the Grace VU 540

Grant us, God, the grace of giving,

with a spirit large and free,

that ourselves and all our living

we may offer faithfully.

*Offertory Prayer:

Because of your steadfast love, God, we dare to open our hearts to

the world around us.  Bless now these gifts that they might be signs of

your presence and fertilize the new life that is always springing up in

our midst.  Amen.

Joys and Concerns:

  

Prayer Prelude: Open Our Hearts MV 21

Open our hearts, open our minds.

Open our lives to you O loving God.

Open our hearts, open our minds.

Open our lives to you O loving God.

Open our hearts.
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Prayers of the People:

The Lord’s Prayer:

*Hymn: Bless Now, O God, the Journey VU 633

*Blessing:

Into the waiting time we go,

open and ready for the days ahead.

Into the listening time we go,

attuned and attentive for voices of hope.

And into the seeing time we go,

alert to the unfolding presence of love.

Go now to wait, watch and wonder.

We go, knowing God is with us - always!

Parting Song: Go Now in Hope, Guided by the Light MV 211 

Go now in hope, 

guided by the light of Christ,

so you may be

nourished by the Word of Life.  (Repeat)

Postlude: 

Prayer of the Week:

Loving God, in our busy and thing-filled world, you call us to be patient. 

You invite us to trust in your never-ending love. Strengthen us, we pray,

to hear your word, to feel your presence, and to respond in love every

day. Amen.

Partners in Prayer:   Elora Canadian Reformed Church

Prayer Cycle for Hamilton Conference:   Fenwick

Prayer Tree Captain:  Alison Rainford

Welcomers: Vivian, Havey and Mark Andrews, Bob Zirk

Counters: Norma Martin, Richard Wright
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