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* Congregation please stand as you are able. 

Bold print invites congregational response.

Welcome

Prelude/Centering Time: 

Ministry of Music: Unless You Consider the Child -M.K. Beale 

Call to Worship:

Night approaches;

shepherds lie awake.

Angels appear;

shepherds begin to quake.

Good news is proclaimed;

this is no mistake.

Tonight the Christ is born;

shepherd’s praises we now make.

Come, let us worship together.

*Hymn:  O Come, All Ye Faithful VU 60

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem:

come and behold him, born the King of angels;

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
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glory to God in the highest: 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning;

Jesus, to thee be glory given;

word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:  R

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

Opening Prayer:

Holy God, we come before you this night

to proclaim a steadfast love,

an undying care,

a risk-taking grace.

As shepherds watch their fields,

you guard justice,

you protect peace,

you keep your eyes on your beloved.

May our worship be as such:

a holy watching,

a patient waiting,

a faithful presence.   Amen.

Lighting of the Christ Candle:

Hymn: Hope is a Star VU 7

Hope is a star that shines in the night,

leading us on till the morning is bright.

When God is a child there's joy in our song.
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The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong,

and none shall be afraid.

Peace is a ribbon that circles the earth,

giving a promise of safety and worth. 

When God is a child there's joy in our song.

The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong,

and none shall be afraid.

Joy is a song that welcomes the dawn,

telling the world that the Saviour is born. 

When God is a child there's joy in our song.

The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong,

and none shall be afraid.

Love is a flame that burns in our heart,

Jesus has come and will never depart. 

When God is a child there's joy in our song.

The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong,

and none shall be afraid.

Prayer of Confession and Affirmation: (based on Isaiah 62:5, 10-12)

In this house of prayer, we gather to worship and rejoice.

In this time of music and people and energy,

we gather to remember all your gifts, Holy Love.

Send your Spirit here, we ask, to every waiting heart.

Give us the courage to admit when we are wrong.

Give us the wisdom to try to mend what is broken.

Give us the humility to ask forgiveness.

In the silence, speak your word of grace and peace.  
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(A time of silence)

You shall be called by a new name.

You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of God, for God has

said,

They are my people.   Amen.

Scripture: Luke 2:1-7

Hymn: O Little Town of Bethlehem VU 64

O little town of  Bethlehem,

how still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep

the silent stars go by;

yet in thy dark streets shineth

the everlasting light;

the hopes and fears of all the years

are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary;

and gathered all above,

while mortals sleep, the angels keep

their watch of wondering love.

O morning stars, together

proclaim the holy birth,

and praises sing to God the King,

and peace to all on earth.

O holy child of Bethlehem,

descend to us, we pray;

cast out our sin, and enter in;

be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
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the great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us,

our Lord Emmanuel.

Scripture: Luke 2:8-14

Hymn: Angels We Have Heard on High VU 38

Angels we have heard on high

sweetly singing o'er the plains,

and the mountains in reply,

echoing their joyous strains.

Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

Shepherds, why this jubilee?

Why your joyous strains prolong?

What the gladsome tidings be

which inspire your heavenly song? 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

Come to Bethlehem and see

Christ whose birth the angels sing;

come, adore on bended knee

Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

Scripture: Luke 2:15-20

Reading: Had We Been There Ann Weems

*Hymn: Away In a Manger VU 69
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Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,

the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,

the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,

but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.

I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky,

and stay by my side until morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask you to stay

close by me for ever, and love me, I pray.

Bless all the dear children in your tender care,

and fit us for heaven, to live with you there.

Reading: What Do I Want for Christmas?   Ann Weems

Hymn: It Came upon the Midnight Clear VU 44

It came upon the midnight clear, 

that glorious song of old,

from angels bending near the earth

to touch their harps of gold,

'Peace on the earth, good will to all,

from heaven's all-gracious King!'

The world in solemn stillness lay

to hear the angels sing.

Still through the cloven skies they come

with peaceful wings unfurled;

and still their heavenly music floats 

o'er all the weary world;
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above its sad and lowly plains

they bend on hovering wing,

and ever o'er its Babel sounds

the blessed angels sing.

For, lo! the days are hastening on,

by prophets seen of old,

when with the ever-circling years

shall come the time foretold,

when peace shall over all the earth

its ancient splendours fling,

and the whole world send back the song

which now the angels sing.

Our Christmas Prayers:

Faithful God, on this night, the story of the shepherds reminds us

that great news can come from unexpected places.  We await

such news.  We await you.

With our whole being, we wait for Love to be born.

As the night grows deeper, sentinels keep watch over the city and

shepherds watch over the fields.  You have called us also, O God,

to keep such a watch as we wait for the Christ.  But we do not

always know how to be steadfast.  Give us strength to carry

through the night.

With our whole being, we wait for Love to be born.

The temperature drops and the night has grown still.  We are

weary.  We are tired.  We are wondering if, indeed, we have been

abandoned.  Remind us of your faithfulness.

With our whole being we wait for Love to be born.

Ever-loving God, we wish for the sun to shine.  We wish for the

morning dew.  Remind us that our wait is for your shining glory
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and your Holy Love.  Faithful love is yours.  Our great redemption

lies in you and your love for us. 

With our whole being, we wait for Love to be born. 

This, then, is how Love is born:

Like a seed planted in the darkest of soils, 

love emerges from the deepest places.

Without force, love rises graciously to life. 

Like the morning slowly dawning

first a sliver, then a burning horizon-

causing the night to fade away,

So love transforms our sorrow and fear and changes things.

Like winter’s hibernation gives way 

to the bursting of spring and the delights of summer,

Amidst our doubts and disappointments,

love is woven through every season.

God’s love is born in us and never leaves us.

We pray in the name of the Christ-child born this night... saying...

Our Father...

The Prayer of Jesus:

Ministry of Music: Bethlehem Light -Martin/Brooks

Sacrament of Holy Communion

Invitation to Communion:

Call to Give Thanks:

Glory to God in the highest!

And on earth, peace to all!

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to God.
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Let us give thanks to God.

It is good to give thanks and praise.

Communion Prayers:

Words of Institution:

Sharing of the Elements: 

(people to come forward to form a circle 

- we will serve each other saying)

“The gifts of Christmas are yours”

Post Communion Prayer

Before “Silent Night” 

(each person is invited to take a candle from the baskets)

*Hymn: Silent Night VU 67

(As we sing candles are lit)

Silent night! Holy night!

All is calm, all is bright

round yon virgin mother and child.

Holy infant so tender and mild,

sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night! Holy night!

Shepherds quake at the sight:

glories stream from heaven afar,

heavenly hosts sing Hallelujah,

Christ the Saviour is born, Christ the Saviour is born.
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Silent night! Holy night!

Son of God, love's pure light

radiant beams from thy holy face,

with the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

*Blessing:

*Parting Song:   Joy to the World VU 59

Joy to the world! the Lord is come:

let earth receive her King!

Let every heart prepare him room,

and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing,

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

 

Joy to the earth! the Saviour reigns:

let all their songs employ,

while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains

repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,

repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

 

He rules the earth with truth and grace,

and makes the nations prove

the glories of his righteousness

and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love,

and wonders, wonders of his love.

Postlude:   Hallelujah Christmas 

(Cohen/Cloverton) Marion Loree

Wishing you and your family a

Happy & Blessed Christmas

May hope fill you heart.

May peace bless your spirit.

May joy guide your journey.

May love light your way.
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