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Melville United Church

Sunday, November 27, 2016

1  Sunday of Advent - Peacest

___________________________________________________

* Congregation please stand as you are able. 

Bold print invites congregational response.

Presiding today: Rev. Marion Loree

Prelude : Improvisation

Welcome & Announcements

Sharing the Light

Call to Worship:

Come, people of God, to worship.

Come, Emmanuel, God-with-us.

The days draw near; the journey to Bethlehem begins.

We travel the path together.

We await the coming of the One who brings peace.

Christ is coming! Christ is coming! Rejoice!

*Hymn: O Come, O Come Emmanuel vs 1,2 6,7 VU 1

Opening Prayer:

God of holy peace, may our Advent prayers for your coming be

linked with Advent lives that follow your leading.  Transform our

implements of death-dealing into tools for life-giving.  May we

attend to prophets, old and new, who bid us move toward love. 

Amen.

Advent Candle Lighting 

We are all on this Advent journey together.  

Travel with us God, during this time of waiting.

Awaken our hearts to your peace.

We light a new candle each Sunday in Advent, 

reminding us that you, God, are the light along our path 

leading us to a more just world.

Awaken our hearts to your peace.

http://www.melvilleunited.com
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Holy One, as we wait, help us to stay awake and present to your love.

Help us unlearn ways of harm, and practice ways of kindness.

Awaken our hearts to your peace.  Amen.

Song: A Candle is Burning - vs 2 VU 6

A candle is burning, a candle of peace,

a candle to signal that conflict must cease:

for Jesus is coming to show us the way;

a message of peace humbly laid in the hay.

Sacrament of Holy Communion

The elements of communion today will be served by intinction.   When

the time comes you will be invited to come to the front, take a piece of

bread from the communal tray then move to one of the cups on either

side to dip and then consume your bread.  Please take the time you need

before returning to your seat.  If you cannot come forward for whatever

reason to receive the elements please indicate to an usher and you will

be served in your seat. 

As we make our way....

... And let us prepare ourselves as we sing together.

Hymn: We Gather Here (Come, Share the Lord) VU 469

May God be with us.

God is here among us.

Let us open our hearts to God

We open them to God and to one another.

Let us give thanks to God.

It is right to give thanks and praise.

Friends, again we gather... 

....toward greater care for the earth, its creatures, and each other.

For this unfolding gift, we are grateful.

For this living hope, we offer our lives.
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Words of Institution

Prayer

Spirit of Christ, Spirit of Life, come and bless what we do here.  May our

eating and drinking in the love of God, broaden the way we think,

deepen the way we feel, and send us out with renewed confidence into

the world of your continued weaving.  The Spirit of heaven is

everywhere.

Thanks be to God.  Amen.

Breaking of the Bread and Pouring of the Cup

Jesus said, “I am the bread of life,

whoever comes to me will never be hungry:

whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”

 

Sharing the Elements

Post Communion Prayer

Life-giving God, may we, who share Christ’s body, live his risen life; 

we, who drink his cup, bring new life to others; 

we, whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world.  

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 

so that we and all your children shall live in peace, 

and all creation will live to praise your name.  Amen.

Hymn: Hark the Glad Sound vs 1 & 4 VU 29 

Scripture: Isaiah 2:1-5  (The Inclusive Bible)

(Swords into plowshares)

This is what Isaiah ben-Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem:

In the last days, the mountain of YHWH’s Temple will be established as

the most important mountain and raised above all other hills - all

nations will stream toward it.  Many people will come and say: “Come,

let us climb YHWH’s mountain to the Temple of the God of Jacob, that

we may be instructed in God’s ways and walk in God’s paths.”

Instruction will be given from Zion and the word of YHWH from

Jerusalem.  God will judge between the nations and render decisions for
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many countries.  They will beat their swords into plowshares, and their

spears into pruning hooks, one nation will not raise the sword against

another, and never again will they train for war.

O house of Leah and Rachel and Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of

YHWH!

Responsive Reading: Psalm 122 (paraphrase - Jam es Taylor, Everyday Psalms) 
(The universal pilgrim age)

God calls people everywhere to a pilgrimage.

From all over the world, 

many feet beat a path to God’s holy places.

They struggle over high mountain passes;

they shuffle across dusty deserts;

they crawl along the walls of river canyons.

Straggling lines of searchers converge in a fertile valley; 

a great shout of joy goes up to the heavens.

Muslims, Christians, Jews, Hindus - in common cause 

the great religions rise above doctrinal differences.

Pray for their unity;

pray for their commitment.

May they not threaten each other;

may they generate peace among their peoples.

God, watching over them, says, “They do not all call themselves my

followers.  

Yet because they are brothers and sisters, meeting in harmony, 

I will treat them as my own.”

Because they do God’s will, God welcomes them.

Scripture: Romans 13:11-14 (The Inclusive Bible)

(W ake up! The day is near)

Besides, you know the time in which we are living.  It is now the hour

for you to wake from sleep, for our salvation is closer than when we first

accepted the faith.  The night is far spent; the day draws near.  So let us

cast off deeds of darkness and put on the armour of light.  Let us live

honourably as in daylight, not cursing and drunkenness, not in sexual

excess and lust, not in quarreling and jealousy.  Rather, clothe

yourselves with our Saviour Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the

desires of the night.
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Message: What is the role of the church today?

*Hymn: When I Needed a Neighbour VU 600

Offering:

Ministry of Music:   Christmas is Coming - J. Raney

*Offering Hymn: What Can I Give Him?  Vs 4 - VU 55

What can I give him, poor as I am?

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;

if I were a wise man, I would do my part;

yet what I can I give him - give my heart.

*Offertory Prayer:

Holy Presence, accept our gifts given, accept the good will of our

hearts for those who will benefit.  May our gifts help facilitate joy,

purpose, acceptance and love in the lives of others.  Bless all our

gifts, for we await with wonder the birth of Jesus the Christ.  Amen.   

 

Joys and Concerns:

Prayer Prelude: May We but Wait MV 175

May we but wait upon Love’s word,

Knowing our prayer is heard.  (Repeat)

Prayers of the People:

Prayer of Jesus: 

*Hymn:  O Lord, How Shall I Meet You?  VU 31

*Blessing:

May you meet peace before you.

May you be at peace with all that is behind you.

May your words be of peace.

May your mind be at peace.

May peace fill your heart.
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May God’s peace fill your whole being,

and be shared with all around you

Go in the Peace of Christ.   Amen.

*Parting Song:  People Look East   VU 9 -vs 1

People look east.  The time is near 

of the crowning of the year.

Make your house fair as you are able,

trim the hearth and set the table.

People, look east and sing today:

Love the guest is on the way.

Postlude:   J. Ludwig Krebs - Sleepers Wake

Prayer of the Week:

Holy One, you urge us to wake up!  Help us to be present during this

time of waiting.  Remind us to give thanks for simple, everyday things

that we may take for granted.  Travel with us on this inward journey of

attentiveness, that our hearts may know your peace; and your peace

will flow through our words and actions.  Amen.

Partners in Prayer:    Maranatha Canadian Reformed Church

Prayer Cycle for Hamilton Conference: Melville, Fergus

Prayer Tree Captain:   Alison Rainford

Welcomers: Graeme Chalmers, Joyce Keizerwaard,

David Gohn, Elizabeth Stinson

Counters: Chris Hopewell, Les Frayne
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