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Melville United Church

Sunday, February 21, 2016

2  Sunday of Lentnd

* Congregation please stand as you are able. 

Bold print invites congregational response.

Presiding today: Rev. Marion Loree

Prelude: Improvisation

Welcome & Announcements

Sharing the Light

Call to Worship:

In this place, at this time,

let God call out of us what is good.

In this place, at this time,

let us surrender what does harm.

In this place, at this time,

let us be filled with worship.

We are an offering to God.

Let us present ourselves freely.

Come, let us worship God together.

*Hymn:  New Every Morning (vs 1,2,3,5) VU 405

Opening Prayer:

We come to you, O God, often wondering about the fulfillment of

promises that seems to take so long.  But even in our wondering, we

come to you in trust.  We trust you will bring good to us and to all. 

Help us to build our lives on your promises.  Open us to your

presence as we worship together.  Amen.

Lenten Rock Liturgy

Jesus knew that following God was not an easy path.  We hope and

expect that life will be comfortable and easy.  Following Jesus means

losing our life as we know it so that we can save it.  Discomfort lies in

confronting the ways in which we ourselves contribute to pain and

suffering in the world.  (The second rock is placed)  

The rock of discomfort.

May God’s spirit journey with us.

http://www.melvilleunited.com
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Chorus: Don’t Be Afraid MV 90

Don’t be afraid.  My love is stronger,

my love is stronger than your fear.

Don’t be afraid.  My love is stronger 

and I have promised, promised to be always near.  (Repeat)

Theme Conversation:

Hymn: When the Wind of Winter Blows MV 71

Scripture: Genesis 15:1-8, 13-15 (the Inclusive Bible-The First Egalitarian Edition)

(God seals the covenant with Abram  and Sarai)

After these events, the word of YHWH came to Abram in a vision:

“Fear not, Abram!

I am your shield;

I will make your reward very great.”

 Abram said, “But my sovereign, my God, what good are these blessings

to me, so long as Sarai and I will die in disgrace?  My only heir is a

foreigner who lives in my household, Eliezer of Damascus.  Since you

have given me no offspring,” Abram continued, “an attendant in my

house will be my heir.”

Then the word of YHWH came to Abram and said, “This person will

not be your heir. Your heir will be of your own flesh and blood.”  Then

God took Abram outside and said, “Look up at the sky and count the

stars, if you can! As many as that, you will have for descendants.” 

Abram believed YHWH, and God accounted it to Abram as

righteousness.

YHWH then said to Abram, “I am YHWH who brought you from Ur of

the Chaldeans to give you this land as a possession.”

Abram asked, “Sovereign God, how am I to know that I will possess it?”

Then YHWH said to Abram, “Know this: your descendants will be aliens

in a land that is not their own; they will be enslaved in that place and

oppressed for 400 years.  But I will punish the nation that enslaves you,

and in time you will leave that place with great possessions.  As for you,

you will go to your ancestors peacefully, and be buried in your old age.

Responsive Reading: Psalm 27 VU 754-755
(W ait for God)

Reader:  Phil Brown
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Scripture: Philippians 3:17-4:1 (the Inclusive Bible-The First Egalitarian Edition)

(Hold firm in Christ)

Join in following my example, my sisters and brothers.  Take as your

guide those who follow the example that we set.  Unfortunately, many go

about in a way which shows them to be enemies of the cross of Christ.  I

have often said this to you before; this time I say it with tears; their end is

destruction, their god is their belly, and their glory is in their shame.  I’m

talking about those whose minds are set on the things of this world.

But we have our citizenship in heaven; it’s from there that we eagerly

await the coming of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who will give a new form to

this lowly body of ours and remake it according to the pattern of the

glorified body, by Christ’s power to bring everything under subjection.

For these reasons, my sisters and brothers - you whom I so love and

long for, you who are my joy and my crown - continue, my dear ones, to

stand firm in Christ Jesus.

Message:   It’s All About Trust

Hymn:   Take Time to Be Holy VU 672

Offering:

Ministry of Music:   L. Larson - Be Still And Know

Offering Hymn:  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow VU 541

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

praise God, all creatures high and low;

give thanks to God in love made known:

Creator, Word and Spirit, One.

*Offertory Prayer:

God of blessings and promises, you provide for what we need.  Help us

to use these gifts to provide for the needs of others.  May we be joyful

in our giving and in our working to bring justice, wholeness, and peace

to the world.  Amen.

Joys and Concerns:
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Prayer Prelude: Take, O Take Me as I Am MV 85

Take, O take me as I am;

summon out what I shall be;

set your seal upon my heart

and live in me. (repeat)

Prayers of the People:

The Prayer of Jesus:  

*Hymn: How Firm a Foundation (vs 1,2,3,5) VU 660

*Blessing: 

May you go into the world with a renewed faith in God’s promises.

We remember Abram and Sarai and our hope is renewed.

Look around for signs of God’s presence in the world today.

We will stand firm in God’s love.

Go now  and continue to build your lives on God’s promises.

We go knowing our God is with us - always.

Thanks be to God.  Amen!

*Parting Song: Go Now in Peace

Go now in peace. Never be afraid.

God will go with you each hour of ev'ry day.

Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.

Know God will guide you in all you do.

Go now in love, and show you believe.

Reach out to others so all the world can see.

God will be there within, around, above.

Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.

        Amen, Amen, Amen 

Postlude:   J. S. Bach - Prelude on If You But Trust
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Prayer of the Week:

Covenant God, may we find ourselves trusting you when the evidence tells

us otherwise.  May we find ourselves following you when the world says

not to.  May we find ourselves living with the impossible when everything

else says we can’t.  May we hear the promise in our souls, and live it in our

world.  Amen.

Partners in Prayer:     Alma United Church

Prayer Cycle for Hamilton Conference:  Mount Carmel-Zion, Morriston

Prayer Tree Captain:   Alison Rainford

Welcomers: Eleanor Johnston, Mary Hume, 

Dorothy Collin, Joyce Keizerwaard

Counters: Ken McManus, Eleanor Johnston
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