
Hamilton Conference, United Church of Canada

Sunday May 31, 2015

President’s Offering of Worship for Conference Sunday

Announcements

WE GATHER AS GOD'S BELOVED

GREETINGS AND WELCOME

CENTERING MOMENT AND COLLECT

OPENING PRAYER: (Symbolic Act for Trinity Sunday, Unison)

God, you created the heavens and the earth and all people. We light

this candle in your name, Creator God, the source of love.

 (the 1   candle is lit) Alison Rainford, Colby and Bradyst

In Jesus, your Son, you lived among us; through him we know how

much you love us. We light this candle in the name of Jesus, who is

love incarnate. (the 2   candle is lit)nd

The Holy Spirit flows through us all like a wind and fills us with energy

and life! We light this candle in the name of the Holy Spirit, bearer of

love in the world. (the 3  candle is lit)rd

INTROIT: “Behold Behold I Make All Things New” MV# 115

CALL TO WORSHIP:   Responsive Psalm 29 VU# 756 

HYMN:   Praise to the Lord                                   VU# 220

PRAYER OF RENEWAL  (Unison)

God of love, life, and relationships, we offer our prayer to you now,

and invite your listening ear. So often we think we 

can make it on our own, and we can keep you in a box. When we do

that limit ourselves and who we can be. Sometimes we cling tight to

our own agendas, anxieties and fears and don't leave room for your

Spirit to lead. Forgive us God, we pray. Help us to welcome your Spirit

first in all things and see what we can emerge into in this world that

struggles and needs your healing, life-giving love now as much as ever. 

Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE: (Unison)

God is with us in our wandering and our wondering, in our struggles

and our fears. May we always know that God is always waiting and

ready to lead us into new ways that bring new life. Thanks be to God! 

MISSION HYMN:    "Praise Our Maker VU# 316

CHILDREN'S STORY Martha Duncan

WE LISTEN

1st Testament Reading:  Isaiah 6: 1 - 8 Peggie Dickie

1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne,

high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2 Seraphs

were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they

covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two

they flew. 3 And one called to another and said:

‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;

the whole earth is full of his glory.’

4 The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called,

and the house filled with smoke. 5 And I said: ‘Woe is me! I am lost, for

I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips;

yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!’

6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been

taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7 The seraph touched my

mouth with it and said: ‘Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt

has departed and your sin is blotted out.’ 8 Then I heard the voice of

the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ And I said,

‘Here am I; send me!’

Gospel Reading:   John 3: 1 - 17 Alison Hume

1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2

He came to Jesus by night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you

are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs

that you do apart from the presence of God.’ 3 Jesus answered him,

‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being

born from above.’ 4 Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be born

after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s

womb and be born?’ 5 Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one

can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6



What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.

7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, “You must be born from

above.” 8 The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of

it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is

with everyone who is born of the Spirit.’ 9 Nicodemus said to him, ‘How

can these things be?’ 10 Jesus answered him, ‘Are you a teacher of

Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?

11  ‘Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what

we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told

you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if

I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven

except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And

just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of

Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

16  ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that

everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

17  ‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the

world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 

REFLECTION: “Fear Not, Answer the Call, Start Fresh”    Barb Gregory

HYMN:    “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry” VU# 644

WE RESPOND

PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS

Ministry of Music:   A. Pote - Make a Joyful Noise

Offering Song: What Can I Do?   MV 191

Joys and Concerns:

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION

A Prayer for Diversity (Responsive)

God of all peoples

We pray for your listening ear and for our words of embrace.

We acknowledge and celebrate that you are beyond the power

of knowledge and thought, yet you have made yourself known in

every age and every place, and you have never left people without

signs of your truth and your presence.

God beyond all names, yet of many names, we give thanks

for the different ways that you have communicated your

truth to all of humanity, and for the traditions of faith

through which people are able to express their vision of your reality,

love, and presence.

God beyond time limits, as history unfolds and our world seems to 

become a smaller place, we give thanks for the opportunities

for meeting people of different faiths, yet a common love.

Healing God, during this season of your Spirit, we remember and pray

for all those who are impoverished by today’s world:

Those known to us and those known only to you; those living in abusive

relationships; those who are desperate, lonely, or afraid.

We ask that you would bless them with your healing warmth and give

them eyes to see hope in their world.

We pray also for those in our midst and in our awareness who are

experiencing or suffering from illness or disease.

We pray for all people around the world who have been knocked

down by natural disasters, and pray, be with them in their time of

rebuilding and renewal.

God of relationships made new, we pray: inspire, encourage, and

affirm in us all that we feel, think, and speak to build a world that

respects difference while at the same time celebrates our shared

values, that we, and our brothers and sisters of all faiths may create a

future based on peace, justice, and the well being of all your creation.



God of change, we give you thanks for your Spirit, which enters the

hearts of your people and gives new life to your vision of how this

world will be.

God, we ask that you continue to share with us the Spirit of Healing

and renewal in this community 

And that we continue to ensure that our church is a church that

includes all of God’s people.

And, God, we pray for those people who need your presence 

as they struggle with illness of body, mind, or soul. (Ted Smith, President,

Hamilton Conference, 2015)

We bring these names to you, aloud or in silence. 

Gathering all of our prayers together, we pray as Jesus taught. Our

Father…   

Lord’s Prayer

CLOSING HYMN: “I the Lord of Sea and Sky” VU# 509

COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

Look up in wonder as you leave this church, rejoice in the

Creative power of God.

Look around and be thankful as you leave this church, be aware of the

friends who are yours as part of this faith community.

Look within yourself as you leave this church, and be sure that God’s

just and loving spirit goes with you into each second of each day.
(David Sparks , Summerland, B.C.)

CHORAL CLOSING: Melville Benediction

Let's go out from here and take our place,

Respect creation, sharing all God's grace.

Treasure the past and things we have done, 

Open our minds to new things yet to come.

God will be with us within, around, above,

Bless all our doings. Let us go and love!

Bless all our doings. Let us go and love!

Partners in Prayer:   The Door Youth Centre

Prayer Cycle for Hamilton Conference:   St. Andrew’s, Niagara Falls

Prayer Tree Captain:    Alison Rainford

Welcomers:    Lorna Ziegler, Barb Lynden, 

Ken McManus, Ralph Rainford

Counters: Kaillie Rawn, Norma Martin

May 31 - Coffee in Parlour today - Karen Banu

May Theme Ministry

31 Trinity U.C.W.

June

7 90  Anniv. of Church Unionth

14 3  of Pentecost Marionrd

21 Father’s Day Jen

28 5  of Pentecost Marionth
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