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Welcome to Melville United Church 

May 26, 2013 Conference Sunday

MINISTERS:     The People of the Congregation 

*You are invited to stand in body and/or in spirit.

Our Mission

We seek, we pray, we act knowing that Jesus is amongst us.

Our Vision

Knowing we are not alone on our spiritual journeys, Melville United

Church seeks to be an open, compassionate and inclusive Christian

community; honouring and serving the living Christ in all that we do.

***

GOD GATHERS US

Welcome and Announcements

PRELUDE: Improvisation

Lighting of the Christ Candle 

One: We light this candle to remind us of the presence of God.

All: May God's peace surround us. 

INTROIT: MV 2   Come All You People

Come all you people, Come and praise your maker, (3x)

Come now and worship your God. 

Call to Worship

One: Come together all you people, and worship our God.

All: We are gathered as a community of faith to worship God.

One: Come and gather.  Come and worship.  Worship together in

prayer and in song.

All: We pray and we sing.  We gather to worship.  

Thanks be to God.  

OPENING SONG:   VU 220   Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
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Responsive Prayer: 

(Following Aboriginal tradition, praying in The Directions, a prayer

adapted from a prayer in Celebrate God’s Presence)

God, our Creator, Maker of all that is,

we come from all directions to this gathering of your people.

We come now with praises before you, grateful for your many gifts.

facing east

From the East, the direction of the rising sun, 

we receive peace and light and wisdom and knowledge.

We are grateful for these gifts, O God.

facing south

From the South comes warmth, guidance,

and the beginning and the end of life.

We are grateful for these gifts, O God.

facing west

From the West comes the rain, 

purifying waters, to sustain all living things.

We are grateful for these gifts, O God.

facing north

From the North comes the cold and mighty wind, 

the white snows, giving us strength and endurance.

We are grateful for these gifts, O God.

facing upward

From the heavens we receive darkness and light,

the air of your breath, 

and messages from your winged creatures.

We are grateful for these gifts, O God.

facing downward

From the earth we come and to the earth we will return.

We are grateful for your creation, Mother Earth, O God.

May we walk good paths, O God, 

living on this earth as brothers and sisters should; 
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rejoicing in one another’s blessing, 

sympathizing in one another’s sorrows, 

and together with you, renewing the face of the earth.

We open ourselves to listen as you call us to your ways.

Silent Prayer 

Song: VU 575   I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me 

Theme Conversation

Blessing of One Another

WE LISTEN

SCRIPTURE

Hebrew Scripture: Micah 6: 8

Gospel: Mark 6:7-13

One:  May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church

All:    Thanks be to God. 

Reader: Graeme Chalmers

Anthem:   Praise His Holy Name   K. Hampton

REFLECTION:     “SEEKING, LOVING, WALKING”

Song of Response:   MV 12   Come Touch Our Hearts

WE RESPOND IN CELEBRATION

*Affirmation of Faith: 

(The congregation is invited to stand in body or in spirit as able)

As members of the Body of Christ, let us join our hearts and minds in a

communal statement of faith:

We are not alone, we live in God's world.

We believe in God:

who has created and is creating,

who has come in Jesus,

the Word made flesh

to reconcile and make new,

who works in us and others by the Spirit.
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We trust in God.

We are called to be the church:

to celebrate God's presence,

to live with respect in creation,

to love and serve others,

to seek justice and resist evil,

to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,

our judge and our hope.

In life, in death, in life beyond death,

God is with us.

We are not alone.

Thanks be to God. 
A New Creed, 1968 alt.

Offering Invitation

We are gathered give thanks to God for all the many gifts we have in

our lives.  We are also gathered to share generously of those gifts.  Let

us bring before God our offering.

Offering:   MV 191  What can I do?

What can I do? What can I bring?

What can I say? What can I sing?

I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer.

I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share.

Offertory Prayer (together)

Generous God, we bring these gifts and those given through PAR

before you with joyful and thankful hearts.  We also bring hope that

what we give will support the ministry of this faith community and the

ministries around the world that are supported by the United Church

through the Mission and Service Fund.  Amen.

Joys and Concerns

Prayers of the People
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God Sends us out into the World

SONG:  VU 586   We Shall Go Out with Hope of Resurrection

Benediction & Commissioning

May the road rise up to meet you.

May the wind be always at your back.

May the sun shine warm upon your face;

the rains fall soft upon your fields and until we meet again, may you be

held in the palm of God's hand.  Amen.

Closing Blessing: Melville Benediction

Let's go out from here and take our place,

Respect creation, sharing all God's grace.

Treasure the past and things we have done, 

Open our minds to new things yet to come.

God will be with us within, around, above,

Bless all our doings. Let us go and love!

Bless all our doings. Let us go and love!
Matthias Schmidt

POSTLUDE:  Prelude on Praise to the Lord   J. Michelson:

OUR WORSHIP  - OUR SERVICE BEGINS.

Prayers and readings used in the worship service may be taken in part from

Gathering Magazine and Seasons of the Spirit.  (Used with permission)

May gentle breezes prevail on your journey

Partners in Prayer:   Belwood/Metz Pastoral Charge

Prayer Cycle for Hamilton Conference: Smithville

Prayer Tree Captain:   Alison Rainford

Welcomers: Graeme Chalmers, Virginia Ingleby

Barb Stewart-Schieck, Elizabeth Stintson

Counters: Gary O'Leary (C), Jane O'Leary

Kaillie Rawn
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ANNOUNCEMENTS   May 26, 2013

If you are worshipping with us for the first time, welcome! Please sign

our Guest Book at the back of the church or in the entranceway.

This weekend Valerie Pitt and Lorna Bevcar are away at the Annual

Meeting of Hamilton Conference. Val will be out of town for the

following week. Marion Loree is on call for pastoral care emergencies

from Monday until Friday. You can contact her at 519-826-9385 (home)

or 519-835-8605 (cell). 

The Spirituality Circle will meet on Monday, May 27 at 10 in the parlour.

Unit Faith will be meeting on Monday, May 27  at 2:00 p.m. in theth

parlour. Everyone welcome!

Unit Grace will be meeting Tuesday,  May 28  at 4:00 p.m. in theth

Heritage Hall  for a pot luck dinner. For more information please call

Barb Lynden 519-843-7127 or Peggy Dickie 519-843-1690. Everyone

welcome!

At the invitation of Rev. Gary Patterson, Moderator of the United

Church, we have been invited to take part in conversations related to

challenges of the church.  If you are interested in joining a small group

for discussion, please contact Ralph Rainford  519 843-3841

Mark your calendars!  Family Camp weekend at Camp Edgewood will be

June 22-23rd, 2013.  All are invited to join us in Eden Mills for fellowship,

food, workshops for the adults, and games, activities and crafts for the

young.  So bring your kids, your grandkids, or any other loved ones for a

great time.  Come for a day, part of a day, or the whole weekend.

     Registration will begin Sunday May 19 .    Please note:  Our mainth

worship will be held at Camp Edgewood at 11 a.m. on Sunday the 23rd,

followed by lunch and traditional Sunday School Picnic activities. 

Carpooling will be available from Melville's parking lot at 10:30 a.m. to

the camp. There will also be a small gathering for worship in the Chapel

at Melville for any who are unable to make the trip out to camp.
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Please help us to hear and see better.  Volunteers are needed to run the

power point and the sound system.  Please see Barry Rawn or Ralph

Rainford.  On the job training is provided free and comes with benefits!

The Centre Wellington Food Bank is requesting 250 ml jars of Jam as

well as, small containers of condiments such as mustard, ketchup, relish,

etc. Thank you!

Congregational Meeting - Sunday Jun 9th - to vote on the ministry

model proposed by the Joint Needs Assessment Committee.  The

meeting will be held immediately following the Camp Fundraising

Luncheon.  Please keep the process in your prayers, and please plan to

attend.  This is an important step to move Melville forward.

There are no more meat pies until the Fall.

TODAY! - Melville Church Celebrates 168 Years  --  The public, as well as

members, are invited to a tour of Melville United Church TODAY Sunday,

May 26 at 12:15.  People wishing to take the tour should meet in the

worship centre following the morning worship service.  There is no cost

to this tour.  We want to share our beautiful, historic building with you.

You will see the organ and its workings.  Matthias Schmidt, the organist

and organ builder, will provide this part of the tour.  Historian, Graeme

Chalmers will include as his guest, "old" Andrew Melville to provide

some of the history of the building.  Neil Dunsmore will take you into

some of the less known and hidden places deep within this historical

building.

Join Us For a Prayer Shawl Creators Gathering at St. James Anglican

Church, 171 Queen Street East Wednesday, June 26  from 2:00 - 4:00th

p.m. in the Butterfly Hall and Garden. There will be a Special

Service/Displays/Discussion/Sharing Ideas/Refreshments. An

opportunity to meet parishes involved in this special ministry and/or

learn how to start a group at your church. RSVP to Anne Warner,

519-843-5687, by June 21  - st afwarner@bell.net

mailto:afwarner@bell.net
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It will soon be time for the summer newsletter.  If you have something

interesting you would like to contribute please let Eleanor Johnston

know.  johnston.e@sympatico.ca 

30 days + 30 amazing United Church leaders and over a dozen posts by

special guests (Shane Claiborne, Lois Wilson, Dennis Gruending, Donna

Sinclair, Fulata Lusungu Moyo, our Moderatorand more...) = one of the

coolest, free (yep free) social media based Bible studies ever. 

FOR THE WHOLE MONTH OF JUNE, join spiritual seekers coast to coast

to rock the Bible from various perspectives and have a rockin’ time doing

it. Get ready! Join the Facebook Group “Rock The Bible” today. 

Three Willows United Church - a concert on Saturday, June 1, at 7:30

p.m. There will be A Joyful Celebration with Donna Trifunovich and

friends, including the Burlington Welsh Male Choir.  Donna Trifunovich

attended Melville with her family when she was a child and Three

Willows thought perhaps there may be church members who remember

Donna. For more info on the upcoming concert - costs, etc. - please call

Wilda at 519-700-9390.

On Friday, June 7, the Pastoral Care group is holding a communion

service for our seniors who are unable to attend church on Sunday

mornings.  This 11 am service will be followed by a lunch, served by the

UCW ladies.  If you are able to help with rides, please contact the church

office or Alison Rainford.  We would also like to invite other members of

the congregation so that there is fellowship offered to each other.

The Pastoral Care Ministry Team is pleased to announce that Ken

McManus has agreed to be a co-ordinator for rides and drivers for the

congregation.  If you are ever in need of a ride or are willing to be a

driver please let Ken know either by phone(843-3710) or email

(ken@kenmcmanus.com).

Historical Roll Book: If you know of anyone in our Congregation who

has: moved, married, died, etc. please advise Lorna Bevcar 519-7870570.

She is in charge of Melville’s Historical Roll for the Pastoral Care Ministry

Team from now on.
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Howell Fish Fry: As your busy Summer starts up please reserve Fri. Sept.

6  for our annual delicious Fish Fry. Take outs start at 4:30 p.m. withth

continuous serve from 5 - 7 p.m.. Cost is $14 for adults; $7 for children

12 and under and toddlers receive a complimentary hot dog meal.

Reserve your tickets at 519-787-0570.

WEEKLY CALENDAR

Mon. May 27 to Sun. June 2, 2013

Mon. 27 10:00 Spirituality Circle Parlour

2:00 Unit Faith Parlour

 

Tues. 28 9:00 Quilting Heritage Hall

4:00 Unit Grace Heritage Hall

Wed. 29 7:00 JNAC Heritage Hall

Thurs. 30 7:00 Choir Parlour

Fri. 31 10:00 Coffee Hour Parlour

11:00 Meditation Library

Sun. 2  9:30 Choir Choir Room

10.30 Sunday Service Sanctuary 
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