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WORSHIP SERVICE – January 25, 2015

(First of a 3 part series “Stewardship of our Planet”)

Service Theme: “The Reality of Climate Change”

* Congregation please stand as you are able. 

Bold print invites congregational response.

Welcome & Sharing the Light

Prelude:  Improvisation

Moment of quieting

Life and work of the Church

Our Call to Worship is from Psalm 24:1-2

The earth and everything on it – the world and all who live in it

 – belong to Yhwh.

Yhwh built it on the deep waters, 

laying its foundations in the ocean depths.

Come let us worship together.

1  Scripture Readingst

Genesis 1: 1 & 26 - 30

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth

26 Then God said “Let us make humankind in our own image, to be like

us. Let them be stewards of the fish in the sea, the birds of the air, the

cattle, the wild animals, and everything that crawls on the ground.

Humankind was created as God’s reflection ‘to the divine image God

created them’ female and male God made them. God blessed them and

said “Bear fruit, increase your numbers, and fill the earth – and be

responsible for it! Watch over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air,

and all living things on the earth. God then told them “Look, I give you

every seed-bearing plant on the face of the earth, and every tree whose

fruit carries its seed inside of itself; they will be your food”; and to  all

the animals of the earth, and the birds of the air and things that crawl

on the ground – everything that has a living soul in it – I give all the

green plants for food.
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Opening Prayer - Responsive

We live in all things

All things live in us.

We live by the sun

We move with the stars.

We eat from the earth

We drink from the rain

We breathe from the air

We share with the creatures

We have strength through their gifts.

We depend on the forests

We have knowledge through their secrets.

We have the privilege of seeing and understanding

We have the responsibility of caring

We have the joy of celebrating.

We are full of the grace of creation

We are grateful

We rejoice in all life.

Amen

Prayer of Confession

On a recent late evening I was walking under  a canopy of stars.

I thought then about the greatness of all your creation – and of how

woeful we, all of  your people, have been in accepting the responsibility

You placed upon us to care for all of creation. We acknowledge our

shortcomings and are blessed with the knowledge that You will forgive

all things.

Thanks be to God 

 

 Hymn:  MV 135    Called By Earth & Sky

Reading from James Merton

Children’s Time Hymn:  “Be Still and Know”

Theme Conversation  Jen Auger

Hymn:  VU 299  TEACH Me God To Wonder – First 2 verses
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Platform Discussion Introduction

Three members of the congregation will discuss briefly their

thoughts on two questions.

1. What are your greatest concerns regarding the phenomenon known

as Global Warming and it’s affect upon Climate Change?

2. What steps do you believe Melville, as a congregation, can take to

reduce their “Carbon Footprint” ?

Summation:

2   Scripture Lesson nd

Jeremiah 4:23-26 I looked on the earth, and lo, it was waste and void;

and to the heavens, and they had no light. I looked on the mountains,

and lo, they were quaking, and all the hills moved to and fro. I looked,

and lo, there was no one at all, and all the birds of the air had fled. I

looked, and lo, the fruitful land was a desert, and all its cities were laid

in ruin.

Offering – Anthem:  S. Pethel - An Invitation to Praise

Offering Song: In the Bleak Mid-winter   vs 4 VU 55

Offertory Prayer

All of life is in your hands, O God.  We are blessed when a small portion

is entrusted to our care.  Fill us with gratitude and enhance our

generosity that, as a community, we may live out the values, hope, and

promise that we proclaim.  Amen.

Joys & Concerns

Pastoral Prayers – 

“Our Father”  Aramaic translation will be on the screen

Loving Presence, luminous in all creation,

hallowed be your name.

Thy kin-dom come.

May we reflect on Earth

the yielding perfection of the heavens.



5 January 25, 2015

Help us to receive an illumined measure from Earth this day.

Forgive us when we trespass against others,

human and other-than-human,

as we forgive others who trespass against us.

Keep us on the path of wisdom

when we are tempted to take the selfish path.

May it be your rule we follow,

your power we exercise,

and your radiance that allures.

May this be the truth that guides our lives,

the ground from which our future will grow,

until we meet again.  Amen.

(The Lords’ Prayer-Aramaic Translation)

(Bruce Sanguin, If Darwin Prayed, pg 211)

 

Closing Hymn:   VU 307    Touch The Earth Lightly 

Benediction

Postlude:  H. Peter - Prelude in d

Partners in Prayer:   St. James’ Anglican Church

Prayer Cycle for Hamilton Conference:   Grace, Dunnville

Prayer Tree Captain:    Alison Rainford

Welcomers:    Richard Wright, Karen Smillie, 

Susan Barth, Virginia Ingleby
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